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Sept 2008 Sheikh Mansour 
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan’s Abu 
Dhabi United Group agrees a 
£210m deal to take over 
Manchester City

Nov 2009 The first Abu
Dhabi F1 Grand

Prix is held.
Also that
month,
England

and Brazil play a friendly in 
Qatar. Sir Alex Ferguson, left, 
criticises the FA for arranging 
the fixture in what he 
describes as an “unknown 
country”. 

Dec 2010 The 2022 World 
Cup is awarded to Qatar — 
the first time that the 
tournament will be hosted in 
the Middle East. 

June 2011 The Qatari Sports 
Investment group, 
established by Sheikh Tamim 
Bin Hamad Al Thani, buys a 
70% stake in Paris Saint-
Germain. In March 2012 it 
fully acquires the club from 
US Investment fund, Colony 
Capital. 

Jan 2019 The first men’s 
European Tour golf event in 

Saudi Arabia is played. Just 
over a year later, the first 
women’s European Tour golf 
event in Saudi is held.

Nov 2019 The Spanish 
Football Federation 
announces that its Supercopa 
de Espana — the equivalent to 
the Community Shield — will 
be held in Saudi Arabia for the 
next three years. 

Nov 2021 The first Qatar 
Grand Prix takes place, 
followed a month later by the 
inaugural F1 race in Saudi 
Arabia.

June 2022 London hosts the 
first event in the Saudi-
funded LIV Golf series.

Nov 2022 Qatar hosts the 
World Cup.

LANDMARK 
MOMENTS IN 
GULF 
TAKEOVER 
OF SPORT

A
few holes into the pro-am
at LIV Golf ’s event in
Miami in October, Donald
Trump leant over the
fairway rope to offer the
most concise explanation
as to why Saudi Arabia’s
incursion into golf would
end in victory. “Unlim-
ited money,” he said with

a grin. “Ultimately, I think, something
gets worked out.” 

It took less than nine months for
Trump’s prediction to come to frui-
tion, culminating in the framework for
an extraordinary merger between
Saudi Arabia’s sovereign wealth fund
and the PGA and DP World Tours. The
cloak-and-dagger deal arrived as a
shock, such had been the division
since the Public Investment Fund
(PIF) pumped £2 billion into its upstart
league, but it did not require Trump’s
prescience to foresee the Saudis get-
ting their desired seat at the table. 

Recent history is littered with
figures who readily embraced or
railed futilely against the Gulf’s rapa-
cious investment in sport. For every
Bernie Ecclestone, who gleefully
brought Formula One to Bahrain in
2004, there is a Jay Monahan, who had
invoked the spirit of the 9/11 terrorist

attacks when vowing never to work
with the Saudis. “I recognise that
people are going to call me a hypo-
crite,” the PGA Tour commissioner
said after his embarrassing volte-face.

For every Cristiano Ronaldo ready
to extol virtues for a king’s ransom,
there is a Rory McIlroy, who stood by
his morals and was made to feel a “sac-
rificial lamb”. And for every Manhat-
tan consultancy that helped to archi-
tect the Gulf nations’ strategic visions,
there is a human rights organisation
screaming into the void, their voices
muffled by a relentless tide pulling
sport towards the Middle East.

Since Qatar hosted the World Cup,
Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad al-Thani has
launched a bid for Manchester United,
and their neighbours Manchester City,
owned by Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed
al-Nahyan, the vice-president of the
United Arab Emirates, have just won
the Treble. After calling a ceasefire on
golf’s civil war, the PIF is now taking
charge of Saudi Arabia’s four biggest
football clubs, who are signing several
of the world’s most recognisable
players and further distorting an
already warped financial market. 

The Gulf ’s grip on global sport began
to tighten at the turn of the millen-

nium. Dubai had won the proxy bat-
tles in the skies, establishing itself as
the region’s main transport hub, but it
was Bahrain that acted fastest on the
ground, with the Crown Prince lever-
aging his relationship with Ecclestone
to ensure the tiny island hosted the
Middle East’s first grand prix. 

“Formula One was the catalyst,”
says Martin Whitaker, the former man-
aging director of the Bahrain Inter-
national Circuit and now the chief
executive of Saudi Motorsport. “It was
a huge undertaking by the Bahrainis. It
was a foundation to build new aware-
ness for the kingdom and a perfect
opportunity to develop in terms of
business. There’s no doubt it was influ-
enced by the progress taking place in
Dubai at the time.” 

The Bahrain Grand Prix also gave
an insight into the regional rivalries
playing out. As part of a reported
$40 million annual hosting fee, Eccle-
stone made a “handshake deal” that
required Bahrain’s approval before
any other races were staged in the
Middle East. Abu Dhabi received such
permission in 2009, but political ten-
sions prevented Qatar from hosting its
inaugural grand prix until 2021. Its
effective exile was such a source of
aggravation that, at one stage, Qatar

to it,” says Simon Chadwick, a profes-
sor of sport and geopolitical economy
at Skema Business School in Paris.
Chief among them was security, with
the World Cup a vehicle to build inter-
national relationships in the event of a
clash between Qatar and its much
larger neighbours in the Gulf. 

That foreboding proved to be well
placed, but not before further chunks
of sport were swallowed up. Abu
Dhabi — insistent that Sheikh Mansour
was acting in a private capacity despite
his status as a senior royal — bought
Manchester City in 2008 for £150 mil-
lion. City Football Group, established
in 2013, is now the world’s leading
multiclub model, with a majority
share in 13 teams. When the American
private equity firm Silver Lake bought
a 10 per cent stake in 2019, it valued the
business at $4.8 billion. 

Having taken over Paris Saint-
Germain in 2011, when it valued the
club at about €100 million, Qatar is
similarly in discussions to sell a minor-
ity stake to American investors, with
PSG now worth €4 billion. “The UAE
and Qatar are roughly the same size
and that has intensified the rivalry,”
says an adviser working in the region.
“The UAE is less brash but they’re like
a spectre, they’re everywhere.”

even attempted to buy a controlling
stake in the Formula One Group, a
move likened then to “buying the res-
taurant if it won’t give you a table”.

Qatar already had grander ambi-
tions of its own, though, failing with
bids to host the 2016 and 2020 Olym-
pics before winning the right to host
the 2022 football World Cup. Allega-
tions of bribery and corruption, along
with an intense focus on the country’s
treatment of foreign labourers and its
stance on LGBT rights, became the
bane of PR experts, but an estimated
$200 billion spent on infrastructure
related to the World Cup was not just a
money-spinning attempt to varnish
Qatar’s image in the eyes of the West.

“Qatar bidding was not opportunis-
tic. There were multiple dimensions

‘F1 was the 
catalyst for 
Bahrain – 
it built new 
awareness for 
the kingdom’

A Newcastle fan fully embraces Saudi Arabia’s huge impact on the club 

The growing influence on sport of 
investment from the Middle East 
could scarcely be more evident, as 
Tom Kershaw explains on these 
pages. But what is going on behind 
the scenes? What is the geo-political 
endgame for the countries involved? 
And how do their strategies differ? 

It seems certain that it is at least in
part about advancing the interests of 
the states in the countries concerned. 
Buying existing sports organisations 
gives the owners a seat on the board 
of relevant associations and the 
ability to network with those in 
governing bodies and policy makers. 

This can be seen as a mechanism
through which “soft power” is 
exercised. Linked to this, the 
acquisitions and hosting of events — 
the 2022 World Cup in Qatar being 
the most obvious example — enable 
governments to project a favourable 
image of the country concerned, 
seeking to deflect attention away 
from problematic human rights 
issues associated with these 
countries, leading to the accusations 
of “sportswashing”. 

However, it is a very varied 
phenomenon and the impact is 
probably also varied, more so than 
meets the eye. There are at least four 
scenarios. 

One is that the investment occurs
under the radar. Some Middle 

‘Sportswashing’ is 
only one objective 

Eastern involvement in sport occurs 
indirectly through private equity 
groups, and the ultimate source of 
the investment is not always widely 
known. While some of these are 
reported in the press — such as the 
apparent involvement by the Qatar 
Investment Authority, the sovereign 
wealth fund of the country, in the bid 
led by the investment group Thiel 
Capital for the Phoenix Suns, an NBA 
team — many other investments do 
not attract attention.

It is thought that sovereign wealth
funds from the Middle East have 
established significant investments in 
private equity groups that have taken 
stakes in a range of sporting 
organisations. For instance, Sanabil, 
the Saudi sovereign wealth fund, has 
made investments in such groups as 
CVC Capital Partners, a private equity 
group, that has built stakes in sports 
rights-holders such as Premiership 
Rugby, La Liga and the WTA. In such 
cases, the opaqueness of these 
investments means that the extent to 
which they lead to sportswashing 
must be limited.

It is possible, however, that 
influence or soft power will still be 
exercised through the ownership 
links, even if they are not clearly 
visible. Some have speculated that 
there is “hidden” Middle Eastern 
investment in some Premier League 
football clubs, associated with sales 
of players to clubs in the region at 
below market levels. Earlier this 
week, it was revealed that Chelsea 
had had to provide the Premier 
League with assurances that the 
Saudi Public Investment Fund played 
“no part” in its ownership structure 
and “would not and could not” 
become an investor in the club.

A second form is sponsorship. The
UAE’s flag carrying airline, Emirates, 
has provided sponsorship to Real 
Madrid, AC Milan, Arsenal, Hamburg, 
Olympiacos, Benfica, the Asian 
Football Confederation and the 
Emirates FA Cup, and naming rights 
on a couple of prominent stadiums 
for good measure. 

Aramco, the state-owned Saudi oil
company, has many sponsorship 
deals, such as with cricket’s world 
governing body, the ICC, and in 
women’s golf. Sportswashing is a 
likely scenario in this situation as 

TONY
EDWARDS

Tony Edwards is Professor of 
International Management and 
Dean of Loughborough University 
London. Loughborough London is 
co-delivering, with the Institute of 
Sports Humanities, the new 
Leadership in Sport master’s 
course this autumn. Applications 
are open: sportshumanities.org
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GULF
WARS
How the Middle East 
superpowers have 
taken over sport – 
and where will it end?

concept and reincarnating it as LIV.
“Every time MBS announces a new
initiative, he turns to the PIF to imple-
ment it,” says Dr Kristian Ulrichsen, a
fellow for the Middle East at the Baker
Institute in Houston, Texas. “The fact
it’s so involved in golf illustrates how
this comes from the very top.”

When a horde of the world’s best
golfers were lured to play in the Saudi
International tournament in 2021 and
2022, no expense was spared in sedu-
cing them to abandon the main tours.
Players were invited on to a luxurious
yacht and given presentations about
the rebel league and the enormous
wealth involved. Rumayyan sat in on
key meetings. 

When LIV was launched in June last
year, having survived Phil Mickelson’s
“scary motherf***er” comments, golf
offered the added benefit of helping
the Saudis to reintegrate themselves
publicly in the United States. 

When LIV’s third event was held at
Trump Bedminster, the former presi-
dent played in a five-ball with his son
Eric, Rumayyan, Dustin Johnson and
Bryson DeChambeau. Afterwards,
Trump dismissed a question about a
9/11 survivors’ protest group, claiming
“nobody’s gotten to the bottom of
9/11, unfortunately”. 

While golf brought political capital,
and the merger aided LIV’s flailing
business model, the Saudis’ main
focus is undoubtedly football, with
the overarching goal of hosting the
World Cup. “A year that has become
totemic for MBS is 2030, when he’ll
have achieved all his ambitions,”
Ulrichsen says. “The symbolism of it
makes me think Saudi will go all-out to
secure the World Cup [in 2030]. We’re
seeing a lot of Saudi sports diplomacy
all over the world targeting votes
before next year, and that may lead to
ramping up in football.” 

The speed at which Saudi Arabia
has amassed sporting influence has
been astonishing, despite concerns
over the nature of the country’s auto-
cratic rule. A much vaunted first pro-
fessional female fight, which featured
the British-Somalian boxer Ramla Ali,
took place in the same week in August
that Salma al-Shehab, a student at the
University of Leeds, was jailed for 34
years for retweeting dissidents and
activists, and other such contradic-
tions are not hard to find. Yet, the bald
reality is that it will not deter Saudi
Arabia’s assault.

“In my opinion, the only people
who can defeat Saudi Arabia are the
Saudi Arabians themselves, because
they are trying to fast-track their
development in a way that dwarfs
arguably what anyone else in human
history has ever attempted,” Chad-
wick says. Cricket and tennis are the
next sports considered ripe for invest-
ment, with Andy Murray recently
admitting it is “only a matter of time
before we start seeing [ATP and WTA]
tennis tournaments” in Saudi Arabia,
and it should come as no surprise that
boxing is deeper in that embrace. 

Where, if ever, will it end? The
World Cup and Olympics are the
showpiece events that can establish
Saudi Arabia as a destination and sig-
nificantly alter perceptions, but Chad-
wick posits a different theory. 

“Maybe there isn’t an endgame,” he
says. “But for me, it will be when one of
the world’s leading sports governing
bodies moves its headquarters to Saudi
Arabia. This will happen. We should
envisage sometime between now and
2050 an IOC office, a Fifa office, an FIA
office, opening in downtown Riyadh.”

Those political alliances were evi-
dent in 2017 when Saudi Arabia, the
UAE and Bahrain severed diplomatic
ties with Qatar because of its alleged
state sponsorship of terrorism.
Regarded as a “sleeping giant” by its
neighbours, Saudi Arabia had been
stirred from its slumber by Moham-
med bin Salman’s rise to power. The
man known as MBS “realised things
needed to change very quickly,” Chad-
wick says. “In terms of economic,
social and political transformation, it
had been very slow, and it faced a
whole heap of issues, from being
accused of harbouring international
terrorists right through to a deficit of
enterprise.”

That reformist zeal, aided by
unmatched financial resources, was
restrained significantly by the murder
of Jamal Khashoggi in 2018, which ren-
dered Saudi Arabia a global pariah. In
perhaps the most blatant act of sports-
washing, a series of high-profile events
arrived in the country shortly after-
wards, including the Saudi Inter-
national golf tournament and
Anthony Joshua’s rematch against
Andy Ruiz Jr, in December 2019.

Joshua, although more image con-
scious than most boxers, brushed off
criticism from the likes of Amnesty
International after arriving in Diriyah.
“For sure, the country is trying to do a
good job politically,” he said. Frank
Smith, the chief executive of Match-
room Boxing, Joshua’s promoter,
admits the financial incentive was
“impossible to ignore. Boxing is a
dangerous sport, and the fighters
have a limited time frame to maximise
their earnings. The other thing is the
money put forward is all guaranteed.
There is no risk.” 

Another factor slowing Saudi Ara-
bia’s sporting insurgence, however,
could not be resolved with unanswer-
able riches. Not long after the

blockade on Qatar was announced, a
vicious dispute broke out over broad-
casting rights. Qatar’s beIN Sports,
which had spent roughly $15 billion
acquiring exclusive rights in the
region, including for Premier League
matches, was blocked in Saudi Arabia.
A piracy network, beoutQ, soon
emerged, repacking beIN’s feeds and
selling them at a fraction of the cost. 

BeIN accused Saudi Arabia of “state
industrial theft on a wholesale scale”,
after which some of its employees
claimed to have been sent death
threats. It was that bitter argument,
rather than issues of state ownership
or human rights, that held up Saudi
Arabia’s takeover of Newcastle United.
A resolution to the diplomatic crisis
was not reached until January 2021,
and the £300 million deal in which the
PIF acquired an 80 per cent stake in
the Premier League club was con-
cluded that same year. It was ushered
in by Newcastle supporters wearing
headdresses and waving Saudi Ara-
bian flags outside St James’ Park. 

The looming World Cup in Qatar
served only to heighten Saudi Arabia’s
ambitions. Its aim was to engage — and
placate — its young population and
drive rates of participation. Yasir
al-Rumayyan, the PIF’s golf-obsessed
governor, had identified a more ambi-
tious project, essentially copying the
long-mooted “Premier Golf League”

The Saudis’ 
main focus is 
football, with 
the goal of 
hosting the 
World Cup
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Ascot
Going: good to firm
2.30 (7f) 1, Snellen (G F Carroll, 12-1); 2, Pearls 
And Rubies (7-4 fav); 3@, Golden Mind (12-1). 
3@, Oddyssey (125-1). 16 ran. NR: Quatre Bras. 
Hd, ½l. G P Cromwell.
3.05 (7f) 1, Age Of Kings (W M Lordan, 22-1); 
2, Zoology (22-1); 3, Streets Of Gold (28-1). 15 
ran. 1l, nk. A P O’Brien.
3.40 (6f) 1, Khaadem (J P Spencer, 80-1); 2, 
Sacred (9-1); 3, Highfield Princess (11-4 fav). 16
ran. Nk, 1¼l. C Hills.
4.20 (1m 3f 211yd) 1, Pyledriver (P J 
McDonald, 7-2); 2, West Wind Blows (13-2); 3, 
Changingoftheguard (7-1). 7 ran. NR: Hukum. 
1¼l, 1l. W Muir & C Grassick.
5.00 (6f) 1, Saint Lawrence (Hollie Doyle, 22-
1); 2, Apollo One (11-1); 3, Juan Les Pins (18-1). 
27 ran. NR: Tanmawwy. 1l, nk. A Watson.
5.35 (1m 1f 212yd) 1, Burdett Road (N Callan, 
20-1); 2, Lion Of War (9-2 Co fav); 3, Local 
Dynasty (9-2 Co fav). 15 ran. NR: First Sight, 
Like A Tiger. ¾l, 2¾l. M L W Bell.
6.10 (2m 5f 143yd) 1, Dawn Rising (R L Moore, 
2-1 fav); 2, The Grand Visir (9-1); 3, Run For Oscar
(3-1). 9 ran. NR: Goshen. ½l, 2¼l. J P O’Brien.
Jackpot Not won. Pool of £8,422.38 carried 
forward to Pontefract today. 

Placepot £26,384.30. Quadpot £137.30.

more power, and not really of the soft 
variety.

In certain circumstances, then, the
emergence of these “new global 
players” in sport is indeed associated 
with a concerted attempt to improve 
the nation’s image in other countries, 
or “sportswashing”; in other 
situations, however, this appears to 
be less likely. Similarly, investment in 
sport by these bodies may lead to 
opportunities to exercise soft power, 
but in some scenarios the power may 
be limited and in others there may be 
rather little that is “soft” about the 
power that is exercised. 

Middle Eastern investment in 
sports seems to involve the 
advancement of a range of tangible 
interests and the pursuit of multiple 
concrete goals, playing a part in a 
“changing world order”.

initiated by the Abu Dhabi group in 
the vicinity of the Etihad stadium. 

The fourth scenario also involves
ownership, but a more assertive, 
even aggressive, approach to the 
status quo. The prime example of this 
is the LIV merger with the PGA Tour 
in America and Europe’s DP World 
Tour, which followed a bitter and 
lengthy battle in the preceding 
months. 

The common interpretation is that
the merger was on the terms set by 
the Public Investment Fund of Saudi 
Arabia. Whether such a hostile 
challenge to an existing institutional 
structure draws attention away from 
the poor human rights record of the 
country in the way that some, such as 
Amnesty International, have argued 
is questionable. What is not in doubt 
is that this has given Saudi Arabia 

these arrangements can lead to 
positive impressions of the countries 
concerned with fans of the clubs and 
sports. The power and influence of 
organisations that use sponsorship is 
probably more limited, however, 
than investments that entail 
ownership as the relationships 
between sponsors and sport are fixed 
in duration and, to some extent, 
constitute “arms-length” 
transactions.

The third scenario is ownership 
with the acquirers working within the 
existing structures of the sport. In a 
first for the US, late last year, NBA 
owners unexpectedly shifted 
position, allowing foreign 
institutional investors, including 
sovereign wealth funds, to acquire up 

to 20 per cent of a team. In other 
countries, Middle Eastern 
organisations have been able to build 
full or controlling stakes and work 
within an existing institutional 
structure, and indeed succeed, 
within this structure. The takeover of 
Newcastle United by the Public 
Investment Fund of Saudi Arabia and 
the success the club has had within 
the Premier League is a case in point. 

The ability to exercise soft power,
working within the existing 
architecture of the sport, is certainly 
a possible outcome, and opening up 
opportunities for other Saudi-based 
entities — witness the Sela 
sponsorship deal — is a further 
element of this. A move to project a 
positive vision of their nationality is 
also evident in some cases of this 
sort, such as the outreach activities 

→ Continued from page 17 Middle Eastern
investment in 
sports seems 
to involve the 
advancement 
of a range 
of tangible 
interests

Manila Scouse (6.45 Pontefract)
This lightly raced sprinter has shaped 
well on all three starts this year over 
the minimum trip and looks sure to 
improve now that he steps up in 
distance here.

He stayed on strongly when 
beaten a length at Beverley last time, 
pulling well clear of the rest of the 
field.

Able to race off the same handicap
mark here and well drawn in stall two, 
Manila Scouse is open to plenty of 
improvement after just seven starts. 
He can get off the mark for the year.

ROB WRIGHT’S
TIP OF THE DAY

TODAY’S RACECARDS

RACING RESULTS Ayr
Going: good
1.15 (6f) 1, Jehangeer (T Eaves, Evens fav); 2, 
Nighteyes (9-2); 3, Golden Trick (18-1). 9 ran. 
Nk, 1¾l. K A Ryan. 
1.50 (5f) 1, Sir Titus (S A Gray, 4-1); 2, Sound 
Reason (14-1); 3, Kuwait City (100-30 fav). 8 
ran. ½l, nk. M Dods. 
2.24 (7f 50yd) 1, B Associates (P Mulrennan, 
15-8 fav); 2, Yorkstone (5-1); 3, Dee See Are 
(50-1). 9 ran. Sh hd, 1½l. J S Goldie. 
2.59 (1m 5f 26yd) 1, Kihavah (W J Lee, 13-8 
fav); 2, Prydwen (12-1); 3, Nolton Cross (22-1). 
11 ran. Hd, ¾l. A Keatley. 
3.34 (5f) 1, Makarova (P Mulrennan, 7-1); 2, 
Marine Wave (11-1); 3, Royal Aclaim (7-4 fav). 
10 ran. 1¼l, ½l. E Walker. 
4.14 (6f) 1, Novak (William Pyle, 7-2 fav); 2, 
The Caltonian (50-1); 3, Huddle Up (17-2). 9 
ran. NR: One Last Hug, Our Absent Friends, 
Slainte Mhath, Wrecked It Ralph. ½l, sh hd. I 
Jardine. 
4.54 (7f 50yd) 1, Clarinbridge (Darragh 
Keenan, 25-1); 2, Willing To Please (100-30 
fav); 3, Bonito Cavalo (7-2). 11 ran. NR: Hollis 
Brown. 1¼l, 4l. N C Kelly. 
Placepot £17.40. Quadpot £7.90.

Newmarket
Going: good (good to firm in places)
1.32 (7f) 1, Ancient Wisdom (James Doyle, 1-6 
fav); 2, Never So Brave (10-1); 3, Travolta (15-
2). 5 ran. NR: North View. 1¾l, 2l. C Appleby. 

2.07 (6f) 1, Sophia’s Starlight (Oliver 
Stammers, 7-4 fav); 2, Just Janet (7-1); 3, 
Torfrida (5-1). 10 ran. NR: Mereside Diva, My 
Delilah. 1¾l, hd. Grant Tuer.
2.42 (1m) 1, Imperial Emperor (James Doyle, 
1-3 fav); 2, Sniper’s Eye (8-1); 3, Battista (5-1). 
6 ran. 2¾l, 2½l. C Appleby.
3.17 (1m 6f) 1, King Eagle (A J Farragher, 
85-40 fav); 2, Traila (12-1); 3, Temporize (13-2). 
7 ran. Nk, 1l. N J Henderson.
3.52 (7f) 1, Ararat (P Cosgrave, 17-2); 2, 
Marinara (12-1); 3, Bishop’s Crown (20-1). 8 
ran. NR: Baccarat Baby, Concert Boy. 1¼l, nk. 
D M Simcock. 
4.32 (7f) 1, Magical Max (Ray Dawson, 100-30 
fav); 2, Danzart (15-2); 3, Hot Chesnut (7-2). 8 
ran. ¾l, 1½l. I Furtado.
5.09 (6f) 1, Temple Bruer (Callum Shepherd, 
16-1); 2, Ataser (11-2); 3, The Green Man (11-8 
fav). 8 ran. 2¼l, nk. M Murphy & M Keady.
Placepot £81.30. Quadpot £40.20.

Perth
Going: good to soft (good in places)
1.42 (2m 47yd hdle) 1, Gortmillish (S Bowen, 
4-6 fav); 2, The Sad Shepherd (18-1); 3, Conquer
The Breeze (80-1). 7 ran. 12l, 2¼l. G Elliott. 
2.17 (2m 7f 180yd ch) 1, Petrastar (Thomas 
Bellamy, 10-3); 2, Cardamon Hill (6-4 fav). 4 
ran. 30l, D J Jeffreys. 
2.52 (2m 4f 35yd hdle) 1, Themanintheboots 
(S Bowen, 11-1); 2, Minella Youngy (13-8 fav); 3, 
Malangen (5-1). 9 ran. NR: Bella Bluesky, 
Gamigin. 5½l, 3l. G Elliott. 

3.27 (2m ch) 1, Captain Ivan (Patrick Cowley, 
11-4); 2, Sao (9-2); 3, Lermoos Legend (5-4 
fav). 5 ran. 1l, 4¼l. L Morgan. 
4.07 (2m 7f 180yd ch) 1, Saint Arvans (Conor 
Rabbitt, 13-2); 2, Presentandcounting (9-4); 3, 
Ballykeel (11-8 fav). 5 ran. NR: Definite Plan. 5l, 
21l. M A Barnes. 
4.42 (2m 47yd hdle) 1, Garde Des Champs (B 
S Hughes, 7-2); 2, Gavin (85-40 fav); 3, 
Russian Virtue (100-30). 7 ran. 11l, sh hd. K 
Dalgleish.
5.17 (2m 7f 207yd hdle) 1, Doune Castle (Mr O 
McGill, 7-2); 2, Rickety Gate (6-1); 3, Ultra 
Violet (4-1). 7 ran. 6½l, 1¼l. N C Kelly. 
Placepot £106.20.
Quadpot £12.20.

Redcar
Going: good (good to firm in places)
1.37 (5f 217yd) 1, Brave Empire (David Egan, 
6-5 fav); 2, Dark Encounter (7-1); 3, Woodleigh 
(14-1). 13 ran. NR: Angel Of The Bay. 3½l, 1¼l. R 
Varian.
2.12 (1m 5f 218yd) 1, Mirrie Dancers (David 
Egan, 9-4 fav); 2, Marbuzet (5-1); 3, Spantik (7-
1). 10 ran. 1l, ½l. R Fell & S Murray.
2.47 (7f 219yd) 1, Tacitus (D Swift, 10-1); 2, 
Strictly Dreaming (22-1); 3, Revoquable (7-2). 
8 ran. NR: Jazz Samba, Masterpainter, 
Powerful Response, Vondelpark, Zafaan. 1½l, 
hd. T Collier.
3.22 (7f) 1, Cruyff Turn (D Allan, 9-2); 2, 
Hickory (7-2); 3, Mudamer (5-2 fav). 6 ran. NR: 
Amber Island, Woven. ¾l, ½l. T D Easterby. 

4.02 (5f) 1, Russet Gold (David Egan, 11-8 
fav); 2, Paddy’s Day (28-1); 3, Match Play (4-1). 
7 ran. NR: Lakota Blue. ¾l, nk. R Varian. 
4.38 (5f 217yd) 1, Oneforsue (G Lee, 11-8 fav); 
2, Sidney’s Son (11-2); 3, Rooska (6-4). 5 ran. 
1¼l, 5½l. P T Midgley.
5.13 (5f 217yd) 1, Spirit In My Soul (D Swift, 
5-1); 2, Glendown (3-1 fav); 3, Aurora Glory (8-
1). 13 ran. NR: Heart Of Sofia. ns, 1l. D Carroll.
Placepot £100.80.

Quadpot £57.40.

Haydock Park
Going: good (good to firm in places)
6.00 (1m 3f 140yd) 1, Chronograph (R 
Coakley, 5-6 fav); 2, Weigh Anchor (25-1); 3, 
Eagle Fang (6-1). 6 ran. 3¾l, 1¼l. H Palmer.

Lingfield Park
Going: good to firm (good in places)
5.50 (1m 2f) 1, Eklil (Rossa Ryan, 6-1); 2, 
Moonlit Cloud (85-40 fav); 3, Kodiman (16-5). 
6 ran. ½l, 1¾l. Rae Guest.

Down Royal
Going: yielding (good to yielding in places)
2.00 (1m 2f 75yd) 1, Dutch Gold (L F Roche, 
3-1); 2, Hutton Glen (7-2); 3, The Great 
Kingdom (11-1). 8 ran. NR: Cosmic Lady, San 
Guido, Tom Red. 8l, 1¾l. N Meade. 
2.35 (1m 2f 75yd) 1, Picture Of A City (D 
McMonagle, 5-2 fav); 2, Mobilise (4-1); 3, Navy 
Beach (6-1). 10 ran. 2¾l, ¾l. A Oliver. 

3.10 (1m 2f 75yd) 1, Pinot Gris (D McMonagle, 
5-1 fav); 2, Stormy Jenn (11-2); 3, 
Gracesolution (11-2). 14 ran. NR: 
Reverberation. ¾l, 2½l. G P Cromwell. 
3.45 (1m 2f 75yd) 1, Enfranchise (G M Ryan, 
16-1); 2, Grecian Slipper (5-1); 3, Celtic Crown 
(17-2). 9 ran. ns, ½l. J J Hanlon. 
4.25 (1m 4f 175yd) 1, Tower Of London (K K 
Hennessy, 5-2 fav); 2, Ibrahimovic (9-2); 3, 
Hippodrome (17-2). 9 ran. 4¼l, 1½l. A P O’Brien.
5.05 (1m 4f 175yd) 1, Londonofficecallin (L F 
Roche, 9-2); 2, Stoke The Fire (5-4 fav); 3, All 
In Peder (13-2). 12 ran. NR: Darkened, 
Lissadell, Military Hill, No Hassle, Your Honor. 
¾l, 1¾l. E McNamara. 
5.40 (1m 4f 175yd) 1, Merlin Giant (C T Keane, 
8-11 fav); 2, Impero (15-2); 3, Wasthatok (22-1). 
9 ran. NR: Moon Over Claddagh. 3l, ns. E 
Mullins. 
Placepot €31.40.

Limerick
Going: good to yielding
5.23 (7f) 1, Artemis Jones (B M Coen, 11-4); 2, 
Pivotal Revive (Evens fav); 3, Paradise Perfect 
(100-30). 10 ran. NR: Mary Makebelieve, Tip 
The Can. 2½l, ½l. J P Murtagh.
5.55 (7f) 1, Saturn Seven (D W O’Connor, 5-1); 
2, Sir John Monash (14-1); 3, Toughen Up (7-2). 
9 ran. NR: Parana Delta, Semblance Of Order. 
½l, 1¼l. K J Condon.
6.25 (7f) 1, Lady Arwen (J Coen, 3-1 jt-fav); 2, 
Royal Pippen (14-1); 3, Racing Royalty (16-1). 9 
ran. ½l, 2¼l. C O’Dwyer.

Ffos Las
Going: good to firm-good in places Sky Sports Racing
Rob Wright’s tips: 2.00 Heed The Call 2.30 Notre Maison 
3.05 Beyond Equal 3.35 Solution 4.05 Merlin The Wizard 
4.35 Sympathise 5.05 Shibuya Song

2.00 MUMBLES BREWERY RESTRICTED NOVICE STAKES 
£3,564: 5F (8)

1 (4) 10 PARKSIDE BOY 46 (D) John O’Donoghue 9-11.T Fisher (5)
2 (8) 416 HEED THE CALL 21 (P,D) A Watson 9-4 ...............H Doyle
3 (7) 054 PART TIME BRITAIN 52 P Evans 9-4 ..................B Curtis
4 (2) 026 RELENTLESS WARRIOR 16 A Balding 9-4.........O Murphy
5 (6) 00 ROCKINTHEFREEWORLD 17 A Watson 9-4 ........C Bishop
6 (5) ROSARIO R Teal 9-4........................................G Rooke
7 (1) 4 KITTY BENNET 13 E Walker 8-13 .................... S Osborne
8 (3) 2 KOJI 17 (BF) H & R Charlton 8-11 ...................K Shoemark
Betting: 7-4 Heed The Call, 9-4 Koji, 13-2 Relentless Warrior, 8-1 others

2.30 WELSH COTTAGE CAKES CLASSIFIED STAKES
£3,245: 5F (8)

1 (3)34-000 EPEIUS 15 (V) J Tickle 10-9-9 ........................T Fisher (5)
2 (5)040045 GRIGGY 10 (B) A Wintle 7-9-9...........................Doubtful
3 (2)505233 MASTER SULLY 12 (P,BF,D) R Teal 5-9-9 ............G Rooke
4 (1) 005045 MR PC 12 (D) A Carroll 5-9-9 ............................. B Curtis
5 (7) 46-501 NOTRE MAISON 12 (P,D) W Kittow 4-9-9...........R Hornby
6 (6)/000-0 SWISS MAGIC 30 A Wintle 5-9-9.......................F Marsh
7 (8)4-0000 KODI DANCER 10 (B,D) M Murphy & M Keady 3-9-3 H Doyle
8 (4)0-5205 PEARLY GAITS 30 W G M Turner 3-9-3...Gina Mangan (3)
Betting: 5-4 Notre Maison, 2-1 Master Sully, 7-1 Mr Pc, 10-1 others

3.05 DECUS RESEARCH LTD HANDICAP
£3,873: 6F (8)

1 (2)3-5400 BEYOND EQUAL 27 (H,P,CD) W Kittow 8-10-1.....R Hornby
2 (6)60-403 AMAZONIAN DREAM 16 (B,D) B Millman 4-10-1 .O Murphy
3 (1) 6-4102 VAPE 18 (P,D) J Flint 6-9-12 ............................... H Doyle
4 (7) 01-246 DYNAMITE KATIE 18 G Harris 3-9-8 .................. K O’Neill
5 (4)5560-0 ENDOWED 78 (P,T,D) J Flint 6-9-8 ........................W Cox
6 (8) 01-3 HYDRATION 41 H & R Charlton 3-9-7 ............K Shoemark
7 (3)0430-D REINFORCE 26 John O’Donoghue 3-9-5..............B Curtis
8 (5)0-5642 MAJOR GATSBY 13 (B) W G M Turner 4-9-4 Gina Mangan (3)
Betting: 9-4 Vape, 7-2 Hydration, 9-2 Beyond Equal, 5-1 others

3.35 DIPLOMAT HOTEL HANDICAP
£3,245: 1M 4F (7)

1 (4)345003 MUJID 18 (CD) J Tickle 8-9-12 ....................... T Fisher (5)
2 (3)040-00 REMEDIUM 69 (P) B J Llewellyn 5-9-10 Jordan Williams (5)
3 (2)50/50- ASCOT DAY 386 (P,CD) B J Llewellyn 9-9-10 C Hutchinson (3)
4 (7) 56-451 ROYAL DREAM 13 (T) E Dunlop 3-9-9...............O Murphy
5 (5) 00-0 SOLUTION 23 R Beckett 3-9-6.........................R Hornby
6 (6)4-4022 DENIS ANTHONY 17 (BF) J Fanshawe 3-9-6 ......... R Scott
7 (1) -52021 SEXY REXY 73 (P) G Harris 3-8-13......................H Doyle
Betting: 2-1 Royal Dream, 3-1 Denis Anthony, 7-2 Sexy Rexy, 9-2 others

4.05 3AS LEISURE HANDICAP
£5,129: 7F (5)

1 (4) 0-4011 BAILEYSGUTFEELING 8 (D) Mrs N Evans 4-10-4 B Loughnane (3)
2 (1) 5062-5 TOLLARD ROYAL 74 (H,BF) G Boughey 4-10-4.....B Curtis
3 (3) 2-51 MERLIN THE WIZARD 18 (D) H & R Charlton 3-9-5 H Doyle
4 (5) 21106 WOODSTOCK 30 Jack Channon 3-9-0 .............. C Bishop
5 (2)220-50 FREQUENT FLYER 51 (V) A Balding 3-8-8 ......... O Murphy
Betting: 15-8 Baileysgutfeeling, 9-4 Merlin The Wizard, 3-1 others

4.35 KEN MEREDITH MEMORIAL HANDICAP
£3,245: 7F (11)

1 (6) 50-211 SYMPATHISE 40 (H,D) V Dartnall 5-9-12 Rhiain Ingram (3)
2 (9)2-0000 THEWAYTOTHESTARS 16 (P) G Harris 4-9-11 C Hutchinson (3)
3 (11)603265 MADRINHO 20 (V,D) A Carroll 10-9-9 ................. H Doyle
4 (10)020600 PORTELET BAY 30 (T,V) P Evans 5-9-9...............B Curtis
5 (7)35-060 LILANDRA 40 (P) J Flint 6-9-7 ...................... T Fisher (5)
6 (5)002402 BALLET BLANC 15 R J Price 4-9-6.....Millie Wonnacott (5)
7 (3)60-003 WIFF WAFF 15 (P) A Wintle 8-9-5 ........... Gina Mangan (3)
8 (1) 6-0450 THE COLA KID 23 (B,T) G Harris 6-9-4...............K O’Neill
9 (4)040045 GRIGGY 10 (B) A Wintle 7-9-4................B Loughnane (3)
10(2)0-0650 LATENT HEAT 20 (D) A Carroll 7-9-3 ................ R Hornby
11 (8)400-66 TRANQUILLITY 24 (T) H Morrison 3-8-9 ...........O Murphy
Betting: 6-4 Sympathise, 6-1 Tranquillity, 7-1 Madrinho, 8-1 others

5.05 POUNDFFALD INN APPRENTICE HANDICAP
£3,873: 1M 6F (6)

1 (3) 3/30-3 RED ROYALIST 23 (P,T) M Murphy & M Keady 9-10-2 B Loughnane
2 (2) 2325-5 SHIBUYA SONG 24 (P) R Phillips 4-9-13........C Planas (3)
3 (1) 0/0051 LUSAKA 15 (P) J Flint 5-9-11 ......................... T Fisher (3)
4 (5)460-00 BEGGARMAN 18 (P,D) H Morrison 6-9-6 ........... P-L Jamin
5 (4)52-533 THIS ONES FOR FRED 24 (V,D) P Evans 5-9-5 Isabel Williams
6 (6)625665 KITTEN’S DREAM 12 (B,D) S Dixon 6-9-3 ...........Doubtful
Betting: Evens Lusaka, 3-1 Red Royalist, 6-1 This Ones For Fred, 8-1 others

Hexham
Going: good-good to soft in places Sky Sports Racing
Rob Wright’s tips: 1.45 Joie De Vivre 2.15 Grand Du Nord 
2.45 Imperial Data 3.20 Fenna’s Loss 3.53 Kicksaftersix 
4.23 Follow Your Arrow 4.53 Tineggiori

1.45 PAXTON’S ARE CASE IH’S NO. 1 DEALER CONDITIONAL
JOCKEYS’ HANDICAP HURDLE £4,621: 2M (10)

1 000P-1 BERGENTOWN 15 J Candlish 6-12-0........................L Stones
2 /3405- JOIE DE VIVRE F50 (V,D) M Todhunter 8-11-13..........T Gillard
3 406-00 MALANGEN 14 (D) Miss L Harrison 8-11-13.....W Shanahan (3)
4 0/500- A SHINING MOON F13 (P) P Midgley 5-11-10...........T Midgley
5 U/00-6 EDMOND DANTES 40 (P,T) F Murtagh 7-11-6 .........L Murtagh
6 533-06 COUP DE GOLD 8 (P) D Thompson 7-11-5 ............A Anderson
7 /604-2 BURNAGE BOY F12 (V) M Hammond 7-10-12 . J Thompson (10)
8 024-6P STRONG TEAM 16 (V,CD) C Grant 10-10-11 ........... C M Quirke
9 0P43-0 SNOWED IN 46 (P,D) Lizzie Quinlan 14-10-10 Conor Rabbitt (3)
10 3/0P3- KILCARAGH BOY 89 (T,C,D) R Armson 14-10-6.......P Armson
Betting: 2-1 Bergentown, 7-2 Burnage Boy, 8-1 others

2.15 DOWNLOAD THE AT THE RACES APP NOVICES’ 
HANDICAP HURDLE £4,885: 2M 7F (8)

1 0532-3 GRAND DU NORD 43 (P) M Hammond 7-12-0........C O’Farrell
2 23-165 FAIRLAND 26 C Grant 6-11-5..........................C M Quirke (5)
3 032-04 PIPERS CROSS 22 S Forster 6-10-8 ..................... B Lynn (3)
4 00P-31 CLASSIC LADY 22 (P,T,CD) M Walford 8-10-4 ....... J Hamilton
5 P6-30P COMEONRITA 22 J Haynes 5-10-3...............Thomas Dowson
6 004-13 BUTO 22 (T,V,CD) M Hammond 6-10-2..........J Thompson (10)
7 06P-50 BLAME ROSE 22 (T) S Corbett 6-10-2 .................. N Moscrop
8 /0P0-5 ELUSIVE RED 33 (P) F Murtagh 9-10-2 ..................L Murtagh
Betting: 9-4 Classic Lady, 3-1 Grand Du Nord, 7-2 Buto, 5-1 others

2.45 VIEW OUR STATIC CARAVANS MAIDEN HURDLE 
£4,901: 2M 4F (11)

1 0-UP ALCANTANGO 33 G Bewley 6-11-4 ....................J Bewley (3)
2 40-534 BUSHMILL BOY 8 (P) D Thompson 9-11-4 ...... J Thompson (7)
3 26-F0 FOXWOOD 8 G Bewley 5-11-4 ........................ D McMenamin
4 FP1-2 IMPERIAL DATA 33 R Menzies 6-11-4 .................... B Hughes
5 /5-360 KOPA KILANA 16 (T) M Barnes 6-11-4 ......... Conor Rabbitt (7)

6 0P- THIS IS BOB 221 S Corbett 5-11-4........................N Moscrop
7 0600-3 MONTY NEVETT 40 J O’Keeffe 4-10-12...................H Brooke
8 2223-2 CHAMPAGNESOCIALIST 14 (P) J McConnell (Ire) 7-10-11 S Bowen
9 0-P0 LOOSE MOOSE 8 H Graham & G Rutherford 5-10-11 S Mulqueen
10 5000-0 THORSDA 8 T Davidson 6-10-11 .................. Thomas Dowson
11 036F-3 YOU SAY ITS OVER 49 M Hammond 5-10-11 .........C O’Farrell
Betting: Evens Champagnesocialist, 9-4 Imperial Data, 5-1 others

3.20 JETHROS OF HALTWHISTLE CAFE AND RESTAURANT
HANDICAP HURDLE £5,624: 2M 4F (7)

1 035-R2 WATERGRANGE JACK 34 (P,D) N Mulholland 7-12-0 S Twiston-Davies
2 1430P- WOR VERGE 93 (P,T,C) S Corbett 10-11-12 ............ N Moscrop
3 0100-4 COUSU MAIN 39 S Corbett 7-11-10....................Craig Nichol
4 F533-0 DELUXE RANGE 40 (P) A M Thomson 8-11-9..........L Dobb (7)
5 02P40- FENNA’S LOSS 118 (T,D) M Walford 6-11-5 ............ J Hamilton
6 336-41 LORD CAPRIO F18 (T,CD) B Haslam 8-11-3 ..........R McLernon
7 PP60-0 FARON 14 (T) W Coltherd 5-11-1 ............................. H Brooke
Betting: 5-4 Watergrange Jack, 7-4 Lord Caprio, 8-1 others

3.53 FIRST-CLASS CATERING FROM FALCONS EVENTS
NOVICES’ HANDICAP CHASE £6,152: 2M (3)

1 1115/3 GUINNESS AFFAIR 25 (T) J Snowden 7-12-0.........G Sheehan
2 300-55 ROYLE STEEL 16 (P) M Hammond 5-10-10.............C O’Farrell
3 05-021 KICKSAFTERSIX 8 (H,CD) M Todhunter 7-10-5 ..Sean Quinlan
Betting: 4-6 Kicksaftersix, 15-8 Guinness Affair, 7-1 Royle Steel

4.23 LANGLEY CASTLE AN AWARD WINNING HOTEL HANDICAP
CHASE £5,941: 2M 4F (7)

1 35P-14 EXIT TO WHERE 28 (P,T,BF) I Jardine 9-12-0.........C O’Farrell
2 /4P-P2 CILLUIRID 24 (T) T Easterby 9-11-12.....................J Hamilton
3 0P4-54 GRANGE RANGER 22 (T,V) M Hammond 11-11-11......B Hughes
4 2P0-23 FOLLOW YOUR ARROW 29 (BF,CD) G Bewley 7-11-9 J Bewley (3)
5 322-53 CROAGH PATRICK 8 (T,CD) S England 8-11-3.........J England
6 0-P535 DOLLY DANCER 8 (P,T,C) M Barnes 9-10-11 .Conor Rabbitt (7)
7 46-30F DR SHIROCCO 22 S Forster 8-10-2........................H Brooke
Betting: 3-1 Cilluirid, 4-1 Follow Your Arrow, 9-2 Exit To Where, 5-1 others

4.53 JOIN US ON 6TH SEPTEMBER OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
£2,614: 2M (10)

1 5P1- DREAM BOY 65 W Coltherd 11-2 ...................... Sean Quinlan
2 4 JINGLE JANGLE JET 34 P Kirby 11-2..............J Williamson (5)
3 6- THE SCAN MAN 78 D McCain 11-2 .............. Abbie McCain (5)
4 J C INTERNATIONAL R Fell & S Murray 10-11 .......... B Hughes
5 0- TINEGGIORI 80 M Walford 10-11..........................J Hamilton
6 0-4 SOLWAY STAREE 14 Miss L Harrison 10-9....Thomas Dowson
7 ANNY MCPHEE K Scott 10-4 ............................... B Lynn (3)
8 5 MARLINS DARLIN 34 M Hammond 10-4.......J Thompson (10)
9 P RORY’S STORY 35 (H,T) T Davidson 10-4..................H Reed
10 21-0 TAKE IT UPSTAIRS 37 T Easterby 10-4................N Moscrop
Betting: 3-1 J C International, 4-1 Dream Boy, 5-1 Tineggiori, 13-2 others

Pontefract
Going: good-good to firm in places Racing TV
Rob Wright’s tips: 3.45 Whoop Whoop (nb) 4.15 Shimmering 
Sands 4.45 Voodoo Queen 5.15 Flint Hill 5.45 Haseefah 
6.15 Concorde 6.45 Manila Scouse (nap)

3.45 RACE TO A CURE FOR MND EBF FILLIES’ RESTRICTED
NOVICE STAKES £8,100: 6F (8)

1 (4) 0 BRANDAISY 24 R Fahey 9-2 ............................ C Hardie
2 (8) 60 FAST LOVE 13 T Easterby 9-2 .......................D Fentiman
3 (6) SACRED ANGEL Charlie Johnston 9-2 ................... J Hart
4 (5) 44 WHOOP WHOOP 18 R Beckett 9-2 ................ Rossa Ryan
5 (7) 42 MAUNA LOA 24 (BF) R Fahey 9-0 .....................Oisin Orr
6 (3) VERY BLUE MOON D O’Meara 9-0 ................. D Tudhope

7 (2) 50 LADY DANDYLION 30 T Easterby 8-12 ................ D Allan
8 (1) 6 MUMMY PEAS 14 A Keatley 8-12 .................... C Murtagh
Betting: 6-4 Whoop Whoop, 5-2 Mauna Loa, 4-1 Sacred Angel, 10-1 others

4.15 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES HANDICAP
£10,308: 1M 2F (11)

1 (8)0040-0 ONEFORTHEGUTTER 45 I Williams 4-10-0.....R Kingscote
2 (11) 0-1016 EEETEE 14 (D) D O’Meara 5-9-13 .................... D Tudhope
3 (5)022052 MILLION THANKS 17 (BF) K P De Foy 4-9-12 .....B Sayette
4 (2) 25-114 COCKALORUM 8 (CD) R Fell & S Murray 8-9-11 .......J Hart
5 (7) 052-11 PROPHET’S DREAM 26 (D) Sir M Todd 4-9-9 .T Marquand
6 (6)003606 KNIGHT OF HONOUR 13 (D) R Fahey 4-9-6 ......... D Nolan
7 (4) 3-1216 MY LITTLE QUEENS 14 (D) R Fahey 5-9-5 ..........Oisin Orr
8 (10) 310-31 SHIMMERING SANDS 22 (T,D) M & D Easterby 4-9-5 S Gray
9 (3)0-3055 HIGHWAYGREY 9 (CD) T Easterby 7-9-1 .............. D Allan
10(9) 1215-5 FORCEFUL SPEED 84 (T,BF,CD) G Boughey 3-8-9 W Buick
11 (1) 402 PADDY THE SQUIRE 46 (T) I Jardine 3-8-8 ........ A Mullen
Betting: 7-2 Prophet’s Dream, 4-1 Shimmering Sands, 7-1 others

4.45 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES PONTEFRACT CASTLE FILLIES’
STAKES (FILLIES’ AND MARES’ LISTED) £44,816: 1M 4F (11)

1 (3) 6/4-31 LUISA CASATI 51 (D) T Ward 5-9-5...............R Kingscote
2 (10) 2/01-5 PENNYMOOR 36 (D) J & T Gosden 5-9-5.............W Buick
3 (1) 260-22 CAIUS CHORISTER 22 (BF,D) D Menuisier 4-9-2 B Sayette
4 (7) /360-3 CHING SHIH 51 D M Simcock 4-9-2....................L Morris
5 (9)0-1040 ICYKEL 37 (D) J P Murtagh (Ire) 4-9-2...............B M Coen
6 (6) 314-65 MADAME AMBASSADOR 32 (P,D) Charlie Johnston 4-9-2 J Fanning
7 (8) 4/15-5 ONE EVENING 29 J & T Gosden 4-9-2.................R Havlin
8 (4) 1210 SEA FLAWLESS 29 W Haggas 4-9-2 ............. T Marquand
9 (11) 1135-4 THANKS MONICA 51 (B,D) R Beckett 4-9-2 .......H Crouch

10(2) 601-20 THREE PRIESTS 54 (D) R Varian 4-9-2 ............. J Mitchell
11 (5) 150-53 VOODOO QUEEN 29 R Varian 4-9-2...............David Egan
Betting: 11-4 Luisa Casati, 4-1 Caius Chorister, 6-1 others

5.15 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES PONTEFRACT CUP HANDICAP
£10,308: 2M 2F (7)

1 (5)06-645 LAND OF WINTER 44 (B) R Guest 7-10-0..............D Allan
2 (7) 6-4631 HAIZOOM 18 Charlie Johnston 5-9-10 ...............J Fanning
3 (6) 023-10 CHAMPAGNE CITY 51 (P,CD) B Brookhouse 10-9-10 S Cherchi
4 (3) 664411 BLOW YOUR HORN 14 (P) I Williams 6-9-8 .... R Kingscote
5 (2)340-52 ADAMARIS J136 (B) A Keatley 6-9-7 ................ B Sayette
6 (1) -34613 FLINT HILL 13 (CD) Ruth Jefferson 7-9-1.................G Lee
7 (4) 011-32 COLD HENRY 12 Sara Ender 4-8-6.................David Egan
Betting: 3-1 Haizoom, 7-2 Blow Your Horn, 4-1 Flint Hill, 6-1 others

5.45 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES MIDDLE-DISTANCE HANDICAP
£16,493: 1M 4F (11)

1 (3) 2114-0 TAMILLA 29 (D) W Haggas 4-9-12.................T Marquand
2 (8)230-53 HASEEFAH 29 (D) A King 6-9-12 ........................ W Buick
3 (6) 53-413 GEREMIA 14 (BF,D) J Goldie 5-9-10 .............. P Mulrennan
4 (4) 155-23 WOOTTON’SUN 27 R Fahey 4-9-9 .................... Oisin Orr
5 (10) -41223 TWO BROTHERS 14 (V,D) M & D Easterby 5-9-5 B Garritty
6 (1) -40160 FAIRMAC 14 (B,D) Charlie Johnston 5-9-4 ..........F Norton
7 (9) 326-21 DERRY LAD 42 Kevin Coleman 5-9-3....................S Gray
8 (5) 3-5314 CARRIGILLIHY 13 (CD) T Easterby 5-8-12...............J Hart
9 (7) 644-16 FOX JOURNEY 22 (BF) Sir M Stoute 3-8-11 .... H Davies (3)
10(2)452124 BOLLIN MARGARET 8 (P,D) T Easterby 6-8-10......D Allan
11 (11) -12420 DEMILION 29 Charlie Johnston 3-8-9 ............... J Fanning
Betting: 5-1 Fox Journey, 11-2 Derry Lad, 6-1 Two Brothers, 7-1 others

6.15 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES 3YO MILE HANDICAP
£10,308: 1M (12)

1 (2) R52-12 SILVER SWORD 22 (D) Dylan Cunha 9-10 .... Greg Cheyne
2 (10) 0-1211 CONCORDE 52 (CD) G Boughey 9-10..................W Buick
3 (7) 4-3610 LUDO’S LANDING 18 (B,BF,D) Charlie Johnston 9-5 F Norton
4 (12) 51-032 VENETIAN 15 (D) Charlie Johnston 9-5 ............. J Fanning
5 (9) 3121-0 STAR PLAYER 31 (D) K P De Foy 9-4 ................B Sayette
6 (8) 0-5125 DANCING IN PARIS 22 (BF,D) I Williams 9-3 ....D Costello
7 (4) 41-045 OVERRULE 15 K R Burke 9-1 ..........................D Tudhope
8 (1) 44-226 THREE YORKSHIREMEN 26 (P) R Fahey 9-0 ......Oisin Orr
9 (11)2200-4 CRAVEN 29 R Fahey 8-11 ................................B Garritty
10(6)6-0016 ROYAL CAY 48 R Fahey 8-9 .............................C Hardie
11 (5)4-2432 TASEVER 13 (BF) T Easterby 8-6 ................... David Egan
12 (3)00-605 IMPULSIVE REACTION 12 T Easterby 8-4 ...... D Fentiman
Betting: 7-4 Concorde, 13-2 Silver Sword, 7-1 Venetian, 10-1 others

6.45 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES SPRINT HANDICAP
£16,493: 6F (16)

1 (7)4-0000 FOOLS RUSH IN 15 (D) J Goldie 5-9-12 ..........T Marquand
2 (15)2-6233 ABDUCTION 22 (D) J Goldie 5-9-9 ...............P Mulrennan
3 (1) 0-5000 ADMIRAL D 8 (P,D) R Fahey 4-9-8 ....................Oisin Orr
4 (9)-30001 FARO DE SAN JUAN 8 (T,D) Dylan Cunha 4-9-8 Greg Cheyne
5 (14)220-52 MOJOMAKER 14 (BF) D Loughnane 4-9-7.......Rossa Ryan
6 (4)006-00 JUST FRANK 39 (T,D) T Easterby 5-9-7 ..........D Fentiman
7 (5)-02200 MUSIC SOCIETY 15 (CD) T Easterby 8-9-5 .........P Dennis
8 (10)0-0005 GHATHANFAR 8 (P,CD) T Waggott 7-9-4 ............ D Nolan
9 (8)001250 THE THIN BLUE LINE 22 (D) K Dalgleish 5-9-3...J Fanning
10(12)135032 SHALAA ASKER 14 (P,D) A Keatley 5-9-1 .......... B Sayette
11 (6)-03030 RATHBONE 8 (P,CD) M Herrington 7-9-1..............T Eaves
12 (2) 21/232 MANILA SCOUSE 5 (T) T Easterby 4-9-1 .............. D Allan
13 (16) 6-0110 JORDAN ELECTRICS 14 (D) J Goldie 7-8-13 ........C Hardie
14 (11) 1-4052 MILBANKE 13 (D) R Carr 4-8-11.............................J Hart
15 (13) 24610- ORBITAL CHIME 232 (D) James Horton 3-8-10 P J McDonald
16 (3) 041-0 SAVE THE WORLD 42 (D) I Jardine 3-8-7 ........... A Mullen
Betting: 11-2 Faro De San Juan, 6-1 Milbanke, 7-1 others
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Sport 

Ascot
Going: good to firm
2.30 (7f) 1, Snellen (G F Carroll, 12-1); 2, Pearls 
And Rubies (7-4 fav); 3@, Golden Mind (12-1). 
3@, Oddyssey (125-1). 16 ran. NR: Quatre Bras. 
Hd, ½l. G P Cromwell.
3.05 (7f) 1, Age Of Kings (W M Lordan, 22-1); 
2, Zoology (22-1); 3, Streets Of Gold (28-1). 15 
ran. 1l, nk. A P O’Brien.
3.40 (6f) 1, Khaadem (J P Spencer, 80-1); 2, 
Sacred (9-1); 3, Highfield Princess (11-4 fav). 16
ran. Nk, 1¼l. C Hills.
4.20 (1m 3f 211yd) 1, Pyledriver (P J 
McDonald, 7-2); 2, West Wind Blows (13-2); 3, 
Changingoftheguard (7-1). 7 ran. NR: Hukum. 
1¼l, 1l. W Muir & C Grassick.
5.00 (6f) 1, Saint Lawrence (Hollie Doyle, 22-
1); 2, Apollo One (11-1); 3, Juan Les Pins (18-1). 
27 ran. NR: Tanmawwy. 1l, nk. A Watson.
5.35 (1m 1f 212yd) 1, Burdett Road (N Callan, 
20-1); 2, Lion Of War (9-2 Co fav); 3, Local 
Dynasty (9-2 Co fav). 15 ran. NR: First Sight, 
Like A Tiger. ¾l, 2¾l. M L W Bell.
6.10 (2m 5f 143yd) 1, Dawn Rising (R L Moore, 
2-1 fav); 2, The Grand Visir (9-1); 3, Run For Oscar
(3-1). 9 ran. NR: Goshen. ½l, 2¼l. J P O’Brien.
Jackpot Not won. Pool of £8,422.38 carried 
forward to Pontefract today. 

Placepot £26,384.30. Quadpot £137.30.

more power, and not really of the soft 
variety.

In certain circumstances, then, the
emergence of these “new global 
players” in sport is indeed associated 
with a concerted attempt to improve 
the nation’s image in other countries, 
or “sportswashing”; in other 
situations, however, this appears to 
be less likely. Similarly, investment in 
sport by these bodies may lead to 
opportunities to exercise soft power, 
but in some scenarios the power may 
be limited and in others there may be 
rather little that is “soft” about the 
power that is exercised. 

Middle Eastern investment in 
sports seems to involve the 
advancement of a range of tangible 
interests and the pursuit of multiple 
concrete goals, playing a part in a 
“changing world order”.

initiated by the Abu Dhabi group in 
the vicinity of the Etihad stadium. 

The fourth scenario also involves
ownership, but a more assertive, 
even aggressive, approach to the 
status quo. The prime example of this 
is the LIV merger with the PGA Tour 
in America and Europe’s DP World 
Tour, which followed a bitter and 
lengthy battle in the preceding 
months. 

The common interpretation is that
the merger was on the terms set by 
the Public Investment Fund of Saudi 
Arabia. Whether such a hostile 
challenge to an existing institutional 
structure draws attention away from 
the poor human rights record of the 
country in the way that some, such as 
Amnesty International, have argued 
is questionable. What is not in doubt 
is that this has given Saudi Arabia 

these arrangements can lead to 
positive impressions of the countries 
concerned with fans of the clubs and 
sports. The power and influence of 
organisations that use sponsorship is 
probably more limited, however, 
than investments that entail 
ownership as the relationships 
between sponsors and sport are fixed 
in duration and, to some extent, 
constitute “arms-length” 
transactions.

The third scenario is ownership 
with the acquirers working within the 
existing structures of the sport. In a 
first for the US, late last year, NBA 
owners unexpectedly shifted 
position, allowing foreign 
institutional investors, including 
sovereign wealth funds, to acquire up 

to 20 per cent of a team. In other 
countries, Middle Eastern 
organisations have been able to build 
full or controlling stakes and work 
within an existing institutional 
structure, and indeed succeed, 
within this structure. The takeover of 
Newcastle United by the Public 
Investment Fund of Saudi Arabia and 
the success the club has had within 
the Premier League is a case in point. 

The ability to exercise soft power,
working within the existing 
architecture of the sport, is certainly 
a possible outcome, and opening up 
opportunities for other Saudi-based 
entities — witness the Sela 
sponsorship deal — is a further 
element of this. A move to project a 
positive vision of their nationality is 
also evident in some cases of this 
sort, such as the outreach activities 

→ Continued from page 17 Middle Eastern
investment in 
sports seems 
to involve the 
advancement 
of a range 
of tangible 
interests

Manila Scouse (6.45 Pontefract)
This lightly raced sprinter has shaped 
well on all three starts this year over 
the minimum trip and looks sure to 
improve now that he steps up in 
distance here.

He stayed on strongly when 
beaten a length at Beverley last time, 
pulling well clear of the rest of the 
field.

Able to race off the same handicap
mark here and well drawn in stall two, 
Manila Scouse is open to plenty of 
improvement after just seven starts. 
He can get off the mark for the year.

ROB WRIGHT’S
TIP OF THE DAY

TODAY’S RACECARDS

RACING RESULTS Ayr
Going: good
1.15 (6f) 1, Jehangeer (T Eaves, Evens fav); 2, 
Nighteyes (9-2); 3, Golden Trick (18-1). 9 ran. 
Nk, 1¾l. K A Ryan. 
1.50 (5f) 1, Sir Titus (S A Gray, 4-1); 2, Sound 
Reason (14-1); 3, Kuwait City (100-30 fav). 8 
ran. ½l, nk. M Dods. 
2.24 (7f 50yd) 1, B Associates (P Mulrennan, 
15-8 fav); 2, Yorkstone (5-1); 3, Dee See Are 
(50-1). 9 ran. Sh hd, 1½l. J S Goldie. 
2.59 (1m 5f 26yd) 1, Kihavah (W J Lee, 13-8 
fav); 2, Prydwen (12-1); 3, Nolton Cross (22-1). 
11 ran. Hd, ¾l. A Keatley. 
3.34 (5f) 1, Makarova (P Mulrennan, 7-1); 2, 
Marine Wave (11-1); 3, Royal Aclaim (7-4 fav). 
10 ran. 1¼l, ½l. E Walker. 
4.14 (6f) 1, Novak (William Pyle, 7-2 fav); 2, 
The Caltonian (50-1); 3, Huddle Up (17-2). 9 
ran. NR: One Last Hug, Our Absent Friends, 
Slainte Mhath, Wrecked It Ralph. ½l, sh hd. I 
Jardine. 
4.54 (7f 50yd) 1, Clarinbridge (Darragh 
Keenan, 25-1); 2, Willing To Please (100-30 
fav); 3, Bonito Cavalo (7-2). 11 ran. NR: Hollis 
Brown. 1¼l, 4l. N C Kelly. 
Placepot £17.40. Quadpot £7.90.

Newmarket
Going: good (good to firm in places)
1.32 (7f) 1, Ancient Wisdom (James Doyle, 1-6 
fav); 2, Never So Brave (10-1); 3, Travolta (15-
2). 5 ran. NR: North View. 1¾l, 2l. C Appleby. 

2.07 (6f) 1, Sophia’s Starlight (Oliver 
Stammers, 7-4 fav); 2, Just Janet (7-1); 3, 
Torfrida (5-1). 10 ran. NR: Mereside Diva, My 
Delilah. 1¾l, hd. Grant Tuer.
2.42 (1m) 1, Imperial Emperor (James Doyle, 
1-3 fav); 2, Sniper’s Eye (8-1); 3, Battista (5-1). 
6 ran. 2¾l, 2½l. C Appleby.
3.17 (1m 6f) 1, King Eagle (A J Farragher, 
85-40 fav); 2, Traila (12-1); 3, Temporize (13-2). 
7 ran. Nk, 1l. N J Henderson.
3.52 (7f) 1, Ararat (P Cosgrave, 17-2); 2, 
Marinara (12-1); 3, Bishop’s Crown (20-1). 8 
ran. NR: Baccarat Baby, Concert Boy. 1¼l, nk. 
D M Simcock. 
4.32 (7f) 1, Magical Max (Ray Dawson, 100-30 
fav); 2, Danzart (15-2); 3, Hot Chesnut (7-2). 8 
ran. ¾l, 1½l. I Furtado.
5.09 (6f) 1, Temple Bruer (Callum Shepherd, 
16-1); 2, Ataser (11-2); 3, The Green Man (11-8 
fav). 8 ran. 2¼l, nk. M Murphy & M Keady.
Placepot £81.30. Quadpot £40.20.

Perth
Going: good to soft (good in places)
1.42 (2m 47yd hdle) 1, Gortmillish (S Bowen, 
4-6 fav); 2, The Sad Shepherd (18-1); 3, Conquer
The Breeze (80-1). 7 ran. 12l, 2¼l. G Elliott. 
2.17 (2m 7f 180yd ch) 1, Petrastar (Thomas 
Bellamy, 10-3); 2, Cardamon Hill (6-4 fav). 4 
ran. 30l, D J Jeffreys. 
2.52 (2m 4f 35yd hdle) 1, Themanintheboots 
(S Bowen, 11-1); 2, Minella Youngy (13-8 fav); 3, 
Malangen (5-1). 9 ran. NR: Bella Bluesky, 
Gamigin. 5½l, 3l. G Elliott. 

3.27 (2m ch) 1, Captain Ivan (Patrick Cowley, 
11-4); 2, Sao (9-2); 3, Lermoos Legend (5-4 
fav). 5 ran. 1l, 4¼l. L Morgan. 
4.07 (2m 7f 180yd ch) 1, Saint Arvans (Conor 
Rabbitt, 13-2); 2, Presentandcounting (9-4); 3, 
Ballykeel (11-8 fav). 5 ran. NR: Definite Plan. 5l, 
21l. M A Barnes. 
4.42 (2m 47yd hdle) 1, Garde Des Champs (B 
S Hughes, 7-2); 2, Gavin (85-40 fav); 3, 
Russian Virtue (100-30). 7 ran. 11l, sh hd. K 
Dalgleish.
5.17 (2m 7f 207yd hdle) 1, Doune Castle (Mr O 
McGill, 7-2); 2, Rickety Gate (6-1); 3, Ultra 
Violet (4-1). 7 ran. 6½l, 1¼l. N C Kelly. 
Placepot £106.20.
Quadpot £12.20.

Redcar
Going: good (good to firm in places)
1.37 (5f 217yd) 1, Brave Empire (David Egan, 
6-5 fav); 2, Dark Encounter (7-1); 3, Woodleigh 
(14-1). 13 ran. NR: Angel Of The Bay. 3½l, 1¼l. R 
Varian.
2.12 (1m 5f 218yd) 1, Mirrie Dancers (David 
Egan, 9-4 fav); 2, Marbuzet (5-1); 3, Spantik (7-
1). 10 ran. 1l, ½l. R Fell & S Murray.
2.47 (7f 219yd) 1, Tacitus (D Swift, 10-1); 2, 
Strictly Dreaming (22-1); 3, Revoquable (7-2). 
8 ran. NR: Jazz Samba, Masterpainter, 
Powerful Response, Vondelpark, Zafaan. 1½l, 
hd. T Collier.
3.22 (7f) 1, Cruyff Turn (D Allan, 9-2); 2, 
Hickory (7-2); 3, Mudamer (5-2 fav). 6 ran. NR: 
Amber Island, Woven. ¾l, ½l. T D Easterby. 

4.02 (5f) 1, Russet Gold (David Egan, 11-8 
fav); 2, Paddy’s Day (28-1); 3, Match Play (4-1). 
7 ran. NR: Lakota Blue. ¾l, nk. R Varian. 
4.38 (5f 217yd) 1, Oneforsue (G Lee, 11-8 fav); 
2, Sidney’s Son (11-2); 3, Rooska (6-4). 5 ran. 
1¼l, 5½l. P T Midgley.
5.13 (5f 217yd) 1, Spirit In My Soul (D Swift, 
5-1); 2, Glendown (3-1 fav); 3, Aurora Glory (8-
1). 13 ran. NR: Heart Of Sofia. ns, 1l. D Carroll.
Placepot £100.80.

Quadpot £57.40.

Haydock Park
Going: good (good to firm in places)
6.00 (1m 3f 140yd) 1, Chronograph (R 
Coakley, 5-6 fav); 2, Weigh Anchor (25-1); 3, 
Eagle Fang (6-1). 6 ran. 3¾l, 1¼l. H Palmer.

Lingfield Park
Going: good to firm (good in places)
5.50 (1m 2f) 1, Eklil (Rossa Ryan, 6-1); 2, 
Moonlit Cloud (85-40 fav); 3, Kodiman (16-5). 
6 ran. ½l, 1¾l. Rae Guest.

Down Royal
Going: yielding (good to yielding in places)
2.00 (1m 2f 75yd) 1, Dutch Gold (L F Roche, 
3-1); 2, Hutton Glen (7-2); 3, The Great 
Kingdom (11-1). 8 ran. NR: Cosmic Lady, San 
Guido, Tom Red. 8l, 1¾l. N Meade. 
2.35 (1m 2f 75yd) 1, Picture Of A City (D 
McMonagle, 5-2 fav); 2, Mobilise (4-1); 3, Navy 
Beach (6-1). 10 ran. 2¾l, ¾l. A Oliver. 

3.10 (1m 2f 75yd) 1, Pinot Gris (D McMonagle, 
5-1 fav); 2, Stormy Jenn (11-2); 3, 
Gracesolution (11-2). 14 ran. NR: 
Reverberation. ¾l, 2½l. G P Cromwell. 
3.45 (1m 2f 75yd) 1, Enfranchise (G M Ryan, 
16-1); 2, Grecian Slipper (5-1); 3, Celtic Crown 
(17-2). 9 ran. ns, ½l. J J Hanlon. 
4.25 (1m 4f 175yd) 1, Tower Of London (K K 
Hennessy, 5-2 fav); 2, Ibrahimovic (9-2); 3, 
Hippodrome (17-2). 9 ran. 4¼l, 1½l. A P O’Brien.
5.05 (1m 4f 175yd) 1, Londonofficecallin (L F 
Roche, 9-2); 2, Stoke The Fire (5-4 fav); 3, All 
In Peder (13-2). 12 ran. NR: Darkened, 
Lissadell, Military Hill, No Hassle, Your Honor. 
¾l, 1¾l. E McNamara. 
5.40 (1m 4f 175yd) 1, Merlin Giant (C T Keane, 
8-11 fav); 2, Impero (15-2); 3, Wasthatok (22-1). 
9 ran. NR: Moon Over Claddagh. 3l, ns. E 
Mullins. 
Placepot €31.40.

Limerick
Going: good to yielding
5.23 (7f) 1, Artemis Jones (B M Coen, 11-4); 2, 
Pivotal Revive (Evens fav); 3, Paradise Perfect 
(100-30). 10 ran. NR: Mary Makebelieve, Tip 
The Can. 2½l, ½l. J P Murtagh.
5.55 (7f) 1, Saturn Seven (D W O’Connor, 5-1); 
2, Sir John Monash (14-1); 3, Toughen Up (7-2). 
9 ran. NR: Parana Delta, Semblance Of Order. 
½l, 1¼l. K J Condon.
6.25 (7f) 1, Lady Arwen (J Coen, 3-1 jt-fav); 2, 
Royal Pippen (14-1); 3, Racing Royalty (16-1). 9 
ran. ½l, 2¼l. C O’Dwyer.

Ffos Las
Going: good to firm-good in places Sky Sports Racing
Rob Wright’s tips: 2.00 Heed The Call 2.30 Notre Maison 
3.05 Beyond Equal 3.35 Solution 4.05 Merlin The Wizard 
4.35 Sympathise 5.05 Shibuya Song

2.00 MUMBLES BREWERY RESTRICTED NOVICE STAKES 
£3,564: 5F (8)

1 (4) 10 PARKSIDE BOY 46 (D) John O’Donoghue 9-11.T Fisher (5)
2 (8) 416 HEED THE CALL 21 (P,D) A Watson 9-4 ...............H Doyle
3 (7) 054 PART TIME BRITAIN 52 P Evans 9-4 ..................B Curtis
4 (2) 026 RELENTLESS WARRIOR 16 A Balding 9-4.........O Murphy
5 (6) 00 ROCKINTHEFREEWORLD 17 A Watson 9-4 ........C Bishop
6 (5) ROSARIO R Teal 9-4........................................G Rooke
7 (1) 4 KITTY BENNET 13 E Walker 8-13 .................... S Osborne
8 (3) 2 KOJI 17 (BF) H & R Charlton 8-11 ...................K Shoemark
Betting: 7-4 Heed The Call, 9-4 Koji, 13-2 Relentless Warrior, 8-1 others

2.30 WELSH COTTAGE CAKES CLASSIFIED STAKES
£3,245: 5F (8)

1 (3)34-000 EPEIUS 15 (V) J Tickle 10-9-9 ........................T Fisher (5)
2 (5)040045 GRIGGY 10 (B) A Wintle 7-9-9...........................Doubtful
3 (2)505233 MASTER SULLY 12 (P,BF,D) R Teal 5-9-9 ............G Rooke
4 (1) 005045 MR PC 12 (D) A Carroll 5-9-9 ............................. B Curtis
5 (7) 46-501 NOTRE MAISON 12 (P,D) W Kittow 4-9-9...........R Hornby
6 (6)/000-0 SWISS MAGIC 30 A Wintle 5-9-9.......................F Marsh
7 (8)4-0000 KODI DANCER 10 (B,D) M Murphy & M Keady 3-9-3 H Doyle
8 (4)0-5205 PEARLY GAITS 30 W G M Turner 3-9-3...Gina Mangan (3)
Betting: 5-4 Notre Maison, 2-1 Master Sully, 7-1 Mr Pc, 10-1 others

3.05 DECUS RESEARCH LTD HANDICAP
£3,873: 6F (8)

1 (2)3-5400 BEYOND EQUAL 27 (H,P,CD) W Kittow 8-10-1.....R Hornby
2 (6)60-403 AMAZONIAN DREAM 16 (B,D) B Millman 4-10-1 .O Murphy
3 (1) 6-4102 VAPE 18 (P,D) J Flint 6-9-12 ............................... H Doyle
4 (7) 01-246 DYNAMITE KATIE 18 G Harris 3-9-8 .................. K O’Neill
5 (4)5560-0 ENDOWED 78 (P,T,D) J Flint 6-9-8 ........................W Cox
6 (8) 01-3 HYDRATION 41 H & R Charlton 3-9-7 ............K Shoemark
7 (3)0430-D REINFORCE 26 John O’Donoghue 3-9-5..............B Curtis
8 (5)0-5642 MAJOR GATSBY 13 (B) W G M Turner 4-9-4 Gina Mangan (3)
Betting: 9-4 Vape, 7-2 Hydration, 9-2 Beyond Equal, 5-1 others

3.35 DIPLOMAT HOTEL HANDICAP
£3,245: 1M 4F (7)

1 (4)345003 MUJID 18 (CD) J Tickle 8-9-12 ....................... T Fisher (5)
2 (3)040-00 REMEDIUM 69 (P) B J Llewellyn 5-9-10 Jordan Williams (5)
3 (2)50/50- ASCOT DAY 386 (P,CD) B J Llewellyn 9-9-10 C Hutchinson (3)
4 (7) 56-451 ROYAL DREAM 13 (T) E Dunlop 3-9-9...............O Murphy
5 (5) 00-0 SOLUTION 23 R Beckett 3-9-6.........................R Hornby
6 (6)4-4022 DENIS ANTHONY 17 (BF) J Fanshawe 3-9-6 ......... R Scott
7 (1) -52021 SEXY REXY 73 (P) G Harris 3-8-13......................H Doyle
Betting: 2-1 Royal Dream, 3-1 Denis Anthony, 7-2 Sexy Rexy, 9-2 others

4.05 3AS LEISURE HANDICAP
£5,129: 7F (5)

1 (4) 0-4011 BAILEYSGUTFEELING 8 (D) Mrs N Evans 4-10-4 B Loughnane (3)
2 (1) 5062-5 TOLLARD ROYAL 74 (H,BF) G Boughey 4-10-4.....B Curtis
3 (3) 2-51 MERLIN THE WIZARD 18 (D) H & R Charlton 3-9-5 H Doyle
4 (5) 21106 WOODSTOCK 30 Jack Channon 3-9-0 .............. C Bishop
5 (2)220-50 FREQUENT FLYER 51 (V) A Balding 3-8-8 ......... O Murphy
Betting: 15-8 Baileysgutfeeling, 9-4 Merlin The Wizard, 3-1 others

4.35 KEN MEREDITH MEMORIAL HANDICAP
£3,245: 7F (11)

1 (6) 50-211 SYMPATHISE 40 (H,D) V Dartnall 5-9-12 Rhiain Ingram (3)
2 (9)2-0000 THEWAYTOTHESTARS 16 (P) G Harris 4-9-11 C Hutchinson (3)
3 (11)603265 MADRINHO 20 (V,D) A Carroll 10-9-9 ................. H Doyle
4 (10)020600 PORTELET BAY 30 (T,V) P Evans 5-9-9...............B Curtis
5 (7)35-060 LILANDRA 40 (P) J Flint 6-9-7 ...................... T Fisher (5)
6 (5)002402 BALLET BLANC 15 R J Price 4-9-6.....Millie Wonnacott (5)
7 (3)60-003 WIFF WAFF 15 (P) A Wintle 8-9-5 ........... Gina Mangan (3)
8 (1) 6-0450 THE COLA KID 23 (B,T) G Harris 6-9-4...............K O’Neill
9 (4)040045 GRIGGY 10 (B) A Wintle 7-9-4................B Loughnane (3)
10(2)0-0650 LATENT HEAT 20 (D) A Carroll 7-9-3 ................ R Hornby
11 (8)400-66 TRANQUILLITY 24 (T) H Morrison 3-8-9 ...........O Murphy
Betting: 6-4 Sympathise, 6-1 Tranquillity, 7-1 Madrinho, 8-1 others

5.05 POUNDFFALD INN APPRENTICE HANDICAP
£3,873: 1M 6F (6)

1 (3) 3/30-3 RED ROYALIST 23 (P,T) M Murphy & M Keady 9-10-2 B Loughnane
2 (2) 2325-5 SHIBUYA SONG 24 (P) R Phillips 4-9-13........C Planas (3)
3 (1) 0/0051 LUSAKA 15 (P) J Flint 5-9-11 ......................... T Fisher (3)
4 (5)460-00 BEGGARMAN 18 (P,D) H Morrison 6-9-6 ........... P-L Jamin
5 (4)52-533 THIS ONES FOR FRED 24 (V,D) P Evans 5-9-5 Isabel Williams
6 (6)625665 KITTEN’S DREAM 12 (B,D) S Dixon 6-9-3 ...........Doubtful
Betting: Evens Lusaka, 3-1 Red Royalist, 6-1 This Ones For Fred, 8-1 others

Hexham
Going: good-good to soft in places Sky Sports Racing
Rob Wright’s tips: 1.45 Joie De Vivre 2.15 Grand Du Nord 
2.45 Imperial Data 3.20 Fenna’s Loss 3.53 Kicksaftersix 
4.23 Follow Your Arrow 4.53 Tineggiori

1.45 PAXTON’S ARE CASE IH’S NO. 1 DEALER CONDITIONAL
JOCKEYS’ HANDICAP HURDLE £4,621: 2M (10)

1 000P-1 BERGENTOWN 15 J Candlish 6-12-0........................L Stones
2 /3405- JOIE DE VIVRE F50 (V,D) M Todhunter 8-11-13..........T Gillard
3 406-00 MALANGEN 14 (D) Miss L Harrison 8-11-13.....W Shanahan (3)
4 0/500- A SHINING MOON F13 (P) P Midgley 5-11-10...........T Midgley
5 U/00-6 EDMOND DANTES 40 (P,T) F Murtagh 7-11-6 .........L Murtagh
6 533-06 COUP DE GOLD 8 (P) D Thompson 7-11-5 ............A Anderson
7 /604-2 BURNAGE BOY F12 (V) M Hammond 7-10-12 . J Thompson (10)
8 024-6P STRONG TEAM 16 (V,CD) C Grant 10-10-11 ........... C M Quirke
9 0P43-0 SNOWED IN 46 (P,D) Lizzie Quinlan 14-10-10 Conor Rabbitt (3)
10 3/0P3- KILCARAGH BOY 89 (T,C,D) R Armson 14-10-6.......P Armson
Betting: 2-1 Bergentown, 7-2 Burnage Boy, 8-1 others

2.15 DOWNLOAD THE AT THE RACES APP NOVICES’ 
HANDICAP HURDLE £4,885: 2M 7F (8)

1 0532-3 GRAND DU NORD 43 (P) M Hammond 7-12-0........C O’Farrell
2 23-165 FAIRLAND 26 C Grant 6-11-5..........................C M Quirke (5)
3 032-04 PIPERS CROSS 22 S Forster 6-10-8 ..................... B Lynn (3)
4 00P-31 CLASSIC LADY 22 (P,T,CD) M Walford 8-10-4 ....... J Hamilton
5 P6-30P COMEONRITA 22 J Haynes 5-10-3...............Thomas Dowson
6 004-13 BUTO 22 (T,V,CD) M Hammond 6-10-2..........J Thompson (10)
7 06P-50 BLAME ROSE 22 (T) S Corbett 6-10-2 .................. N Moscrop
8 /0P0-5 ELUSIVE RED 33 (P) F Murtagh 9-10-2 ..................L Murtagh
Betting: 9-4 Classic Lady, 3-1 Grand Du Nord, 7-2 Buto, 5-1 others

2.45 VIEW OUR STATIC CARAVANS MAIDEN HURDLE 
£4,901: 2M 4F (11)

1 0-UP ALCANTANGO 33 G Bewley 6-11-4 ....................J Bewley (3)
2 40-534 BUSHMILL BOY 8 (P) D Thompson 9-11-4 ...... J Thompson (7)
3 26-F0 FOXWOOD 8 G Bewley 5-11-4 ........................ D McMenamin
4 FP1-2 IMPERIAL DATA 33 R Menzies 6-11-4 .................... B Hughes
5 /5-360 KOPA KILANA 16 (T) M Barnes 6-11-4 ......... Conor Rabbitt (7)

6 0P- THIS IS BOB 221 S Corbett 5-11-4........................N Moscrop
7 0600-3 MONTY NEVETT 40 J O’Keeffe 4-10-12...................H Brooke
8 2223-2 CHAMPAGNESOCIALIST 14 (P) J McConnell (Ire) 7-10-11 S Bowen
9 0-P0 LOOSE MOOSE 8 H Graham & G Rutherford 5-10-11 S Mulqueen
10 5000-0 THORSDA 8 T Davidson 6-10-11 .................. Thomas Dowson
11 036F-3 YOU SAY ITS OVER 49 M Hammond 5-10-11 .........C O’Farrell
Betting: Evens Champagnesocialist, 9-4 Imperial Data, 5-1 others

3.20 JETHROS OF HALTWHISTLE CAFE AND RESTAURANT
HANDICAP HURDLE £5,624: 2M 4F (7)

1 035-R2 WATERGRANGE JACK 34 (P,D) N Mulholland 7-12-0 S Twiston-Davies
2 1430P- WOR VERGE 93 (P,T,C) S Corbett 10-11-12 ............ N Moscrop
3 0100-4 COUSU MAIN 39 S Corbett 7-11-10....................Craig Nichol
4 F533-0 DELUXE RANGE 40 (P) A M Thomson 8-11-9..........L Dobb (7)
5 02P40- FENNA’S LOSS 118 (T,D) M Walford 6-11-5 ............ J Hamilton
6 336-41 LORD CAPRIO F18 (T,CD) B Haslam 8-11-3 ..........R McLernon
7 PP60-0 FARON 14 (T) W Coltherd 5-11-1 ............................. H Brooke
Betting: 5-4 Watergrange Jack, 7-4 Lord Caprio, 8-1 others

3.53 FIRST-CLASS CATERING FROM FALCONS EVENTS
NOVICES’ HANDICAP CHASE £6,152: 2M (3)

1 1115/3 GUINNESS AFFAIR 25 (T) J Snowden 7-12-0.........G Sheehan
2 300-55 ROYLE STEEL 16 (P) M Hammond 5-10-10.............C O’Farrell
3 05-021 KICKSAFTERSIX 8 (H,CD) M Todhunter 7-10-5 ..Sean Quinlan
Betting: 4-6 Kicksaftersix, 15-8 Guinness Affair, 7-1 Royle Steel

4.23 LANGLEY CASTLE AN AWARD WINNING HOTEL HANDICAP
CHASE £5,941: 2M 4F (7)

1 35P-14 EXIT TO WHERE 28 (P,T,BF) I Jardine 9-12-0.........C O’Farrell
2 /4P-P2 CILLUIRID 24 (T) T Easterby 9-11-12.....................J Hamilton
3 0P4-54 GRANGE RANGER 22 (T,V) M Hammond 11-11-11......B Hughes
4 2P0-23 FOLLOW YOUR ARROW 29 (BF,CD) G Bewley 7-11-9 J Bewley (3)
5 322-53 CROAGH PATRICK 8 (T,CD) S England 8-11-3.........J England
6 0-P535 DOLLY DANCER 8 (P,T,C) M Barnes 9-10-11 .Conor Rabbitt (7)
7 46-30F DR SHIROCCO 22 S Forster 8-10-2........................H Brooke
Betting: 3-1 Cilluirid, 4-1 Follow Your Arrow, 9-2 Exit To Where, 5-1 others

4.53 JOIN US ON 6TH SEPTEMBER OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
£2,614: 2M (10)

1 5P1- DREAM BOY 65 W Coltherd 11-2 ...................... Sean Quinlan
2 4 JINGLE JANGLE JET 34 P Kirby 11-2..............J Williamson (5)
3 6- THE SCAN MAN 78 D McCain 11-2 .............. Abbie McCain (5)
4 J C INTERNATIONAL R Fell & S Murray 10-11 .......... B Hughes
5 0- TINEGGIORI 80 M Walford 10-11..........................J Hamilton
6 0-4 SOLWAY STAREE 14 Miss L Harrison 10-9....Thomas Dowson
7 ANNY MCPHEE K Scott 10-4 ............................... B Lynn (3)
8 5 MARLINS DARLIN 34 M Hammond 10-4.......J Thompson (10)
9 P RORY’S STORY 35 (H,T) T Davidson 10-4..................H Reed
10 21-0 TAKE IT UPSTAIRS 37 T Easterby 10-4................N Moscrop
Betting: 3-1 J C International, 4-1 Dream Boy, 5-1 Tineggiori, 13-2 others

Pontefract
Going: good-good to firm in places Racing TV
Rob Wright’s tips: 3.45 Whoop Whoop (nb) 4.15 Shimmering 
Sands 4.45 Voodoo Queen 5.15 Flint Hill 5.45 Haseefah 
6.15 Concorde 6.45 Manila Scouse (nap)

3.45 RACE TO A CURE FOR MND EBF FILLIES’ RESTRICTED
NOVICE STAKES £8,100: 6F (8)

1 (4) 0 BRANDAISY 24 R Fahey 9-2 ............................ C Hardie
2 (8) 60 FAST LOVE 13 T Easterby 9-2 .......................D Fentiman
3 (6) SACRED ANGEL Charlie Johnston 9-2 ................... J Hart
4 (5) 44 WHOOP WHOOP 18 R Beckett 9-2 ................ Rossa Ryan
5 (7) 42 MAUNA LOA 24 (BF) R Fahey 9-0 .....................Oisin Orr
6 (3) VERY BLUE MOON D O’Meara 9-0 ................. D Tudhope

7 (2) 50 LADY DANDYLION 30 T Easterby 8-12 ................ D Allan
8 (1) 6 MUMMY PEAS 14 A Keatley 8-12 .................... C Murtagh
Betting: 6-4 Whoop Whoop, 5-2 Mauna Loa, 4-1 Sacred Angel, 10-1 others

4.15 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES HANDICAP
£10,308: 1M 2F (11)

1 (8)0040-0 ONEFORTHEGUTTER 45 I Williams 4-10-0.....R Kingscote
2 (11) 0-1016 EEETEE 14 (D) D O’Meara 5-9-13 .................... D Tudhope
3 (5)022052 MILLION THANKS 17 (BF) K P De Foy 4-9-12 .....B Sayette
4 (2) 25-114 COCKALORUM 8 (CD) R Fell & S Murray 8-9-11 .......J Hart
5 (7) 052-11 PROPHET’S DREAM 26 (D) Sir M Todd 4-9-9 .T Marquand
6 (6)003606 KNIGHT OF HONOUR 13 (D) R Fahey 4-9-6 ......... D Nolan
7 (4) 3-1216 MY LITTLE QUEENS 14 (D) R Fahey 5-9-5 ..........Oisin Orr
8 (10) 310-31 SHIMMERING SANDS 22 (T,D) M & D Easterby 4-9-5 S Gray
9 (3)0-3055 HIGHWAYGREY 9 (CD) T Easterby 7-9-1 .............. D Allan
10(9) 1215-5 FORCEFUL SPEED 84 (T,BF,CD) G Boughey 3-8-9 W Buick
11 (1) 402 PADDY THE SQUIRE 46 (T) I Jardine 3-8-8 ........ A Mullen
Betting: 7-2 Prophet’s Dream, 4-1 Shimmering Sands, 7-1 others

4.45 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES PONTEFRACT CASTLE FILLIES’
STAKES (FILLIES’ AND MARES’ LISTED) £44,816: 1M 4F (11)

1 (3) 6/4-31 LUISA CASATI 51 (D) T Ward 5-9-5...............R Kingscote
2 (10) 2/01-5 PENNYMOOR 36 (D) J & T Gosden 5-9-5.............W Buick
3 (1) 260-22 CAIUS CHORISTER 22 (BF,D) D Menuisier 4-9-2 B Sayette
4 (7) /360-3 CHING SHIH 51 D M Simcock 4-9-2....................L Morris
5 (9)0-1040 ICYKEL 37 (D) J P Murtagh (Ire) 4-9-2...............B M Coen
6 (6) 314-65 MADAME AMBASSADOR 32 (P,D) Charlie Johnston 4-9-2 J Fanning
7 (8) 4/15-5 ONE EVENING 29 J & T Gosden 4-9-2.................R Havlin
8 (4) 1210 SEA FLAWLESS 29 W Haggas 4-9-2 ............. T Marquand
9 (11) 1135-4 THANKS MONICA 51 (B,D) R Beckett 4-9-2 .......H Crouch

10(2) 601-20 THREE PRIESTS 54 (D) R Varian 4-9-2 ............. J Mitchell
11 (5) 150-53 VOODOO QUEEN 29 R Varian 4-9-2...............David Egan
Betting: 11-4 Luisa Casati, 4-1 Caius Chorister, 6-1 others

5.15 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES PONTEFRACT CUP HANDICAP
£10,308: 2M 2F (7)

1 (5)06-645 LAND OF WINTER 44 (B) R Guest 7-10-0..............D Allan
2 (7) 6-4631 HAIZOOM 18 Charlie Johnston 5-9-10 ...............J Fanning
3 (6) 023-10 CHAMPAGNE CITY 51 (P,CD) B Brookhouse 10-9-10 S Cherchi
4 (3) 664411 BLOW YOUR HORN 14 (P) I Williams 6-9-8 .... R Kingscote
5 (2)340-52 ADAMARIS J136 (B) A Keatley 6-9-7 ................ B Sayette
6 (1) -34613 FLINT HILL 13 (CD) Ruth Jefferson 7-9-1.................G Lee
7 (4) 011-32 COLD HENRY 12 Sara Ender 4-8-6.................David Egan
Betting: 3-1 Haizoom, 7-2 Blow Your Horn, 4-1 Flint Hill, 6-1 others

5.45 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES MIDDLE-DISTANCE HANDICAP
£16,493: 1M 4F (11)

1 (3) 2114-0 TAMILLA 29 (D) W Haggas 4-9-12.................T Marquand
2 (8)230-53 HASEEFAH 29 (D) A King 6-9-12 ........................ W Buick
3 (6) 53-413 GEREMIA 14 (BF,D) J Goldie 5-9-10 .............. P Mulrennan
4 (4) 155-23 WOOTTON’SUN 27 R Fahey 4-9-9 .................... Oisin Orr
5 (10) -41223 TWO BROTHERS 14 (V,D) M & D Easterby 5-9-5 B Garritty
6 (1) -40160 FAIRMAC 14 (B,D) Charlie Johnston 5-9-4 ..........F Norton
7 (9) 326-21 DERRY LAD 42 Kevin Coleman 5-9-3....................S Gray
8 (5) 3-5314 CARRIGILLIHY 13 (CD) T Easterby 5-8-12...............J Hart
9 (7) 644-16 FOX JOURNEY 22 (BF) Sir M Stoute 3-8-11 .... H Davies (3)
10(2)452124 BOLLIN MARGARET 8 (P,D) T Easterby 6-8-10......D Allan
11 (11) -12420 DEMILION 29 Charlie Johnston 3-8-9 ............... J Fanning
Betting: 5-1 Fox Journey, 11-2 Derry Lad, 6-1 Two Brothers, 7-1 others

6.15 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES 3YO MILE HANDICAP
£10,308: 1M (12)

1 (2) R52-12 SILVER SWORD 22 (D) Dylan Cunha 9-10 .... Greg Cheyne
2 (10) 0-1211 CONCORDE 52 (CD) G Boughey 9-10..................W Buick
3 (7) 4-3610 LUDO’S LANDING 18 (B,BF,D) Charlie Johnston 9-5 F Norton
4 (12) 51-032 VENETIAN 15 (D) Charlie Johnston 9-5 ............. J Fanning
5 (9) 3121-0 STAR PLAYER 31 (D) K P De Foy 9-4 ................B Sayette
6 (8) 0-5125 DANCING IN PARIS 22 (BF,D) I Williams 9-3 ....D Costello
7 (4) 41-045 OVERRULE 15 K R Burke 9-1 ..........................D Tudhope
8 (1) 44-226 THREE YORKSHIREMEN 26 (P) R Fahey 9-0 ......Oisin Orr
9 (11)2200-4 CRAVEN 29 R Fahey 8-11 ................................B Garritty
10(6)6-0016 ROYAL CAY 48 R Fahey 8-9 .............................C Hardie
11 (5)4-2432 TASEVER 13 (BF) T Easterby 8-6 ................... David Egan
12 (3)00-605 IMPULSIVE REACTION 12 T Easterby 8-4 ...... D Fentiman
Betting: 7-4 Concorde, 13-2 Silver Sword, 7-1 Venetian, 10-1 others

6.45 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES SPRINT HANDICAP
£16,493: 6F (16)

1 (7)4-0000 FOOLS RUSH IN 15 (D) J Goldie 5-9-12 ..........T Marquand
2 (15)2-6233 ABDUCTION 22 (D) J Goldie 5-9-9 ...............P Mulrennan
3 (1) 0-5000 ADMIRAL D 8 (P,D) R Fahey 4-9-8 ....................Oisin Orr
4 (9)-30001 FARO DE SAN JUAN 8 (T,D) Dylan Cunha 4-9-8 Greg Cheyne
5 (14)220-52 MOJOMAKER 14 (BF) D Loughnane 4-9-7.......Rossa Ryan
6 (4)006-00 JUST FRANK 39 (T,D) T Easterby 5-9-7 ..........D Fentiman
7 (5)-02200 MUSIC SOCIETY 15 (CD) T Easterby 8-9-5 .........P Dennis
8 (10)0-0005 GHATHANFAR 8 (P,CD) T Waggott 7-9-4 ............ D Nolan
9 (8)001250 THE THIN BLUE LINE 22 (D) K Dalgleish 5-9-3...J Fanning
10(12)135032 SHALAA ASKER 14 (P,D) A Keatley 5-9-1 ..........B Sayette
11 (6)-03030 RATHBONE 8 (P,CD) M Herrington 7-9-1..............T Eaves
12 (2) 21/232 MANILA SCOUSE 5 (T) T Easterby 4-9-1 .............. D Allan
13 (16) 6-0110 JORDAN ELECTRICS 14 (D) J Goldie 7-8-13 ........C Hardie
14 (11) 1-4052 MILBANKE 13 (D) R Carr 4-8-11.............................J Hart
15 (13) 24610- ORBITAL CHIME 232 (D) James Horton 3-8-10 P J McDonald
16 (3) 041-0 SAVE THE WORLD 42 (D) I Jardine 3-8-7 ........... A Mullen
Betting: 11-2 Faro De San Juan, 6-1 Milbanke, 7-1 others
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Sport 

Ascot
Going: good to firm
2.30 (7f) 1, Snellen (G F Carroll, 12-1); 2, Pearls 
And Rubies (7-4 fav); 3@, Golden Mind (12-1). 
3@, Oddyssey (125-1). 16 ran. NR: Quatre Bras. 
Hd, ½l. G P Cromwell.
3.05 (7f) 1, Age Of Kings (W M Lordan, 22-1); 
2, Zoology (22-1); 3, Streets Of Gold (28-1). 15 
ran. 1l, nk. A P O’Brien.
3.40 (6f) 1, Khaadem (J P Spencer, 80-1); 2, 
Sacred (9-1); 3, Highfield Princess (11-4 fav). 16
ran. Nk, 1¼l. C Hills.
4.20 (1m 3f 211yd) 1, Pyledriver (P J 
McDonald, 7-2); 2, West Wind Blows (13-2); 3, 
Changingoftheguard (7-1). 7 ran. NR: Hukum. 
1¼l, 1l. W Muir & C Grassick.
5.00 (6f) 1, Saint Lawrence (Hollie Doyle, 22-
1); 2, Apollo One (11-1); 3, Juan Les Pins (18-1). 
27 ran. NR: Tanmawwy. 1l, nk. A Watson.
5.35 (1m 1f 212yd) 1, Burdett Road (N Callan, 
20-1); 2, Lion Of War (9-2 Co fav); 3, Local 
Dynasty (9-2 Co fav). 15 ran. NR: First Sight, 
Like A Tiger. ¾l, 2¾l. M L W Bell.
6.10 (2m 5f 143yd) 1, Dawn Rising (R L Moore, 
2-1 fav); 2, The Grand Visir (9-1); 3, Run For Oscar
(3-1). 9 ran. NR: Goshen. ½l, 2¼l. J P O’Brien.
Jackpot Not won. Pool of £8,422.38 carried 
forward to Pontefract today. 

Placepot £26,384.30. Quadpot £137.30.

more power, and not really of the soft 
variety.

In certain circumstances, then, the
emergence of these “new global 
players” in sport is indeed associated 
with a concerted attempt to improve 
the nation’s image in other countries, 
or “sportswashing”; in other 
situations, however, this appears to 
be less likely. Similarly, investment in 
sport by these bodies may lead to 
opportunities to exercise soft power, 
but in some scenarios the power may 
be limited and in others there may be 
rather little that is “soft” about the 
power that is exercised. 

Middle Eastern investment in 
sports seems to involve the 
advancement of a range of tangible 
interests and the pursuit of multiple 
concrete goals, playing a part in a 
“changing world order”.

initiated by the Abu Dhabi group in 
the vicinity of the Etihad stadium. 

The fourth scenario also involves
ownership, but a more assertive, 
even aggressive, approach to the 
status quo. The prime example of this 
is the LIV merger with the PGA Tour 
in America and Europe’s DP World 
Tour, which followed a bitter and 
lengthy battle in the preceding 
months. 

The common interpretation is that
the merger was on the terms set by 
the Public Investment Fund of Saudi 
Arabia. Whether such a hostile 
challenge to an existing institutional 
structure draws attention away from 
the poor human rights record of the 
country in the way that some, such as 
Amnesty International, have argued 
is questionable. What is not in doubt 
is that this has given Saudi Arabia 

these arrangements can lead to 
positive impressions of the countries 
concerned with fans of the clubs and 
sports. The power and influence of 
organisations that use sponsorship is 
probably more limited, however, 
than investments that entail 
ownership as the relationships 
between sponsors and sport are fixed 
in duration and, to some extent, 
constitute “arms-length” 
transactions.

The third scenario is ownership 
with the acquirers working within the 
existing structures of the sport. In a 
first for the US, late last year, NBA 
owners unexpectedly shifted 
position, allowing foreign 
institutional investors, including 
sovereign wealth funds, to acquire up 

to 20 per cent of a team. In other 
countries, Middle Eastern 
organisations have been able to build 
full or controlling stakes and work 
within an existing institutional 
structure, and indeed succeed, 
within this structure. The takeover of 
Newcastle United by the Public 
Investment Fund of Saudi Arabia and 
the success the club has had within 
the Premier League is a case in point. 

The ability to exercise soft power,
working within the existing 
architecture of the sport, is certainly 
a possible outcome, and opening up 
opportunities for other Saudi-based 
entities — witness the Sela 
sponsorship deal — is a further 
element of this. A move to project a 
positive vision of their nationality is 
also evident in some cases of this 
sort, such as the outreach activities 

→ Continued from page 17 Middle Eastern
investment in 
sports seems 
to involve the 
advancement 
of a range 
of tangible 
interests

Manila Scouse (6.45 Pontefract)
This lightly raced sprinter has shaped 
well on all three starts this year over 
the minimum trip and looks sure to 
improve now that he steps up in 
distance here.

He stayed on strongly when 
beaten a length at Beverley last time, 
pulling well clear of the rest of the 
field.

Able to race off the same handicap
mark here and well drawn in stall two, 
Manila Scouse is open to plenty of 
improvement after just seven starts. 
He can get off the mark for the year.

ROB WRIGHT’S
TIP OF THE DAY

TODAY’S RACECARDS

RACING RESULTS Ayr
Going: good
1.15 (6f) 1, Jehangeer (T Eaves, Evens fav); 2, 
Nighteyes (9-2); 3, Golden Trick (18-1). 9 ran. 
Nk, 1¾l. K A Ryan. 
1.50 (5f) 1, Sir Titus (S A Gray, 4-1); 2, Sound 
Reason (14-1); 3, Kuwait City (100-30 fav). 8 
ran. ½l, nk. M Dods. 
2.24 (7f 50yd) 1, B Associates (P Mulrennan, 
15-8 fav); 2, Yorkstone (5-1); 3, Dee See Are 
(50-1). 9 ran. Sh hd, 1½l. J S Goldie. 
2.59 (1m 5f 26yd) 1, Kihavah (W J Lee, 13-8 
fav); 2, Prydwen (12-1); 3, Nolton Cross (22-1). 
11 ran. Hd, ¾l. A Keatley. 
3.34 (5f) 1, Makarova (P Mulrennan, 7-1); 2, 
Marine Wave (11-1); 3, Royal Aclaim (7-4 fav). 
10 ran. 1¼l, ½l. E Walker. 
4.14 (6f) 1, Novak (William Pyle, 7-2 fav); 2, 
The Caltonian (50-1); 3, Huddle Up (17-2). 9 
ran. NR: One Last Hug, Our Absent Friends, 
Slainte Mhath, Wrecked It Ralph. ½l, sh hd. I 
Jardine. 
4.54 (7f 50yd) 1, Clarinbridge (Darragh 
Keenan, 25-1); 2, Willing To Please (100-30 
fav); 3, Bonito Cavalo (7-2). 11 ran. NR: Hollis 
Brown. 1¼l, 4l. N C Kelly. 
Placepot £17.40. Quadpot £7.90.

Newmarket
Going: good (good to firm in places)
1.32 (7f) 1, Ancient Wisdom (James Doyle, 1-6 
fav); 2, Never So Brave (10-1); 3, Travolta (15-
2). 5 ran. NR: North View. 1¾l, 2l. C Appleby. 

2.07 (6f) 1, Sophia’s Starlight (Oliver 
Stammers, 7-4 fav); 2, Just Janet (7-1); 3, 
Torfrida (5-1). 10 ran. NR: Mereside Diva, My 
Delilah. 1¾l, hd. Grant Tuer.
2.42 (1m) 1, Imperial Emperor (James Doyle, 
1-3 fav); 2, Sniper’s Eye (8-1); 3, Battista (5-1). 
6 ran. 2¾l, 2½l. C Appleby.
3.17 (1m 6f) 1, King Eagle (A J Farragher, 
85-40 fav); 2, Traila (12-1); 3, Temporize (13-2). 
7 ran. Nk, 1l. N J Henderson.
3.52 (7f) 1, Ararat (P Cosgrave, 17-2); 2, 
Marinara (12-1); 3, Bishop’s Crown (20-1). 8 
ran. NR: Baccarat Baby, Concert Boy. 1¼l, nk. 
D M Simcock. 
4.32 (7f) 1, Magical Max (Ray Dawson, 100-30 
fav); 2, Danzart (15-2); 3, Hot Chesnut (7-2). 8 
ran. ¾l, 1½l. I Furtado.
5.09 (6f) 1, Temple Bruer (Callum Shepherd, 
16-1); 2, Ataser (11-2); 3, The Green Man (11-8 
fav). 8 ran. 2¼l, nk. M Murphy & M Keady.
Placepot £81.30. Quadpot £40.20.

Perth
Going: good to soft (good in places)
1.42 (2m 47yd hdle) 1, Gortmillish (S Bowen, 
4-6 fav); 2, The Sad Shepherd (18-1); 3, Conquer
The Breeze (80-1). 7 ran. 12l, 2¼l. G Elliott. 
2.17 (2m 7f 180yd ch) 1, Petrastar (Thomas 
Bellamy, 10-3); 2, Cardamon Hill (6-4 fav). 4 
ran. 30l, D J Jeffreys. 
2.52 (2m 4f 35yd hdle) 1, Themanintheboots 
(S Bowen, 11-1); 2, Minella Youngy (13-8 fav); 3, 
Malangen (5-1). 9 ran. NR: Bella Bluesky, 
Gamigin. 5½l, 3l. G Elliott. 

3.27 (2m ch) 1, Captain Ivan (Patrick Cowley, 
11-4); 2, Sao (9-2); 3, Lermoos Legend (5-4 
fav). 5 ran. 1l, 4¼l. L Morgan. 
4.07 (2m 7f 180yd ch) 1, Saint Arvans (Conor 
Rabbitt, 13-2); 2, Presentandcounting (9-4); 3, 
Ballykeel (11-8 fav). 5 ran. NR: Definite Plan. 5l, 
21l. M A Barnes. 
4.42 (2m 47yd hdle) 1, Garde Des Champs (B 
S Hughes, 7-2); 2, Gavin (85-40 fav); 3, 
Russian Virtue (100-30). 7 ran. 11l, sh hd. K 
Dalgleish.
5.17 (2m 7f 207yd hdle) 1, Doune Castle (Mr O 
McGill, 7-2); 2, Rickety Gate (6-1); 3, Ultra 
Violet (4-1). 7 ran. 6½l, 1¼l. N C Kelly. 
Placepot £106.20.
Quadpot £12.20.

Redcar
Going: good (good to firm in places)
1.37 (5f 217yd) 1, Brave Empire (David Egan, 
6-5 fav); 2, Dark Encounter (7-1); 3, Woodleigh 
(14-1). 13 ran. NR: Angel Of The Bay. 3½l, 1¼l. R 
Varian.
2.12 (1m 5f 218yd) 1, Mirrie Dancers (David 
Egan, 9-4 fav); 2, Marbuzet (5-1); 3, Spantik (7-
1). 10 ran. 1l, ½l. R Fell & S Murray.
2.47 (7f 219yd) 1, Tacitus (D Swift, 10-1); 2, 
Strictly Dreaming (22-1); 3, Revoquable (7-2). 
8 ran. NR: Jazz Samba, Masterpainter, 
Powerful Response, Vondelpark, Zafaan. 1½l, 
hd. T Collier.
3.22 (7f) 1, Cruyff Turn (D Allan, 9-2); 2, 
Hickory (7-2); 3, Mudamer (5-2 fav). 6 ran. NR: 
Amber Island, Woven. ¾l, ½l. T D Easterby. 

4.02 (5f) 1, Russet Gold (David Egan, 11-8 
fav); 2, Paddy’s Day (28-1); 3, Match Play (4-1). 
7 ran. NR: Lakota Blue. ¾l, nk. R Varian. 
4.38 (5f 217yd) 1, Oneforsue (G Lee, 11-8 fav); 
2, Sidney’s Son (11-2); 3, Rooska (6-4). 5 ran. 
1¼l, 5½l. P T Midgley.
5.13 (5f 217yd) 1, Spirit In My Soul (D Swift, 
5-1); 2, Glendown (3-1 fav); 3, Aurora Glory (8-
1). 13 ran. NR: Heart Of Sofia. ns, 1l. D Carroll.
Placepot £100.80.

Quadpot £57.40.

Haydock Park
Going: good (good to firm in places)
6.00 (1m 3f 140yd) 1, Chronograph (R 
Coakley, 5-6 fav); 2, Weigh Anchor (25-1); 3, 
Eagle Fang (6-1). 6 ran. 3¾l, 1¼l. H Palmer.

Lingfield Park
Going: good to firm (good in places)
5.50 (1m 2f) 1, Eklil (Rossa Ryan, 6-1); 2, 
Moonlit Cloud (85-40 fav); 3, Kodiman (16-5). 
6 ran. ½l, 1¾l. Rae Guest.

Down Royal
Going: yielding (good to yielding in places)
2.00 (1m 2f 75yd) 1, Dutch Gold (L F Roche, 
3-1); 2, Hutton Glen (7-2); 3, The Great 
Kingdom (11-1). 8 ran. NR: Cosmic Lady, San 
Guido, Tom Red. 8l, 1¾l. N Meade. 
2.35 (1m 2f 75yd) 1, Picture Of A City (D 
McMonagle, 5-2 fav); 2, Mobilise (4-1); 3, Navy 
Beach (6-1). 10 ran. 2¾l, ¾l. A Oliver. 

3.10 (1m 2f 75yd) 1, Pinot Gris (D McMonagle, 
5-1 fav); 2, Stormy Jenn (11-2); 3, 
Gracesolution (11-2). 14 ran. NR: 
Reverberation. ¾l, 2½l. G P Cromwell. 
3.45 (1m 2f 75yd) 1, Enfranchise (G M Ryan, 
16-1); 2, Grecian Slipper (5-1); 3, Celtic Crown 
(17-2). 9 ran. ns, ½l. J J Hanlon. 
4.25 (1m 4f 175yd) 1, Tower Of London (K K 
Hennessy, 5-2 fav); 2, Ibrahimovic (9-2); 3, 
Hippodrome (17-2). 9 ran. 4¼l, 1½l. A P O’Brien.
5.05 (1m 4f 175yd) 1, Londonofficecallin (L F 
Roche, 9-2); 2, Stoke The Fire (5-4 fav); 3, All 
In Peder (13-2). 12 ran. NR: Darkened, 
Lissadell, Military Hill, No Hassle, Your Honor. 
¾l, 1¾l. E McNamara. 
5.40 (1m 4f 175yd) 1, Merlin Giant (C T Keane, 
8-11 fav); 2, Impero (15-2); 3, Wasthatok (22-1). 
9 ran. NR: Moon Over Claddagh. 3l, ns. E 
Mullins. 
Placepot €31.40.

Limerick
Going: good to yielding
5.23 (7f) 1, Artemis Jones (B M Coen, 11-4); 2, 
Pivotal Revive (Evens fav); 3, Paradise Perfect 
(100-30). 10 ran. NR: Mary Makebelieve, Tip 
The Can. 2½l, ½l. J P Murtagh.
5.55 (7f) 1, Saturn Seven (D W O’Connor, 5-1); 
2, Sir John Monash (14-1); 3, Toughen Up (7-2). 
9 ran. NR: Parana Delta, Semblance Of Order. 
½l, 1¼l. K J Condon.
6.25 (7f) 1, Lady Arwen (J Coen, 3-1 jt-fav); 2, 
Royal Pippen (14-1); 3, Racing Royalty (16-1). 9 
ran. ½l, 2¼l. C O’Dwyer.

Ffos Las
Going: good to firm-good in places Sky Sports Racing
Rob Wright’s tips: 2.00 Heed The Call 2.30 Notre Maison 
3.05 Beyond Equal 3.35 Solution 4.05 Merlin The Wizard 
4.35 Sympathise 5.05 Shibuya Song

2.00 MUMBLES BREWERY RESTRICTED NOVICE STAKES 
£3,564: 5F (8)

1 (4) 10 PARKSIDE BOY 46 (D) John O’Donoghue 9-11.T Fisher (5)
2 (8) 416 HEED THE CALL 21 (P,D) A Watson 9-4 ...............H Doyle
3 (7) 054 PART TIME BRITAIN 52 P Evans 9-4 ..................B Curtis
4 (2) 026 RELENTLESS WARRIOR 16 A Balding 9-4.........O Murphy
5 (6) 00 ROCKINTHEFREEWORLD 17 A Watson 9-4 ........C Bishop
6 (5) ROSARIO R Teal 9-4........................................G Rooke
7 (1) 4 KITTY BENNET 13 E Walker 8-13 .................... S Osborne
8 (3) 2 KOJI 17 (BF) H & R Charlton 8-11 ...................K Shoemark
Betting: 7-4 Heed The Call, 9-4 Koji, 13-2 Relentless Warrior, 8-1 others

2.30 WELSH COTTAGE CAKES CLASSIFIED STAKES
£3,245: 5F (8)

1 (3)34-000 EPEIUS 15 (V) J Tickle 10-9-9 ........................T Fisher (5)
2 (5)040045 GRIGGY 10 (B) A Wintle 7-9-9...........................Doubtful
3 (2)505233 MASTER SULLY 12 (P,BF,D) R Teal 5-9-9 ............G Rooke
4 (1) 005045 MR PC 12 (D) A Carroll 5-9-9 ............................. B Curtis
5 (7) 46-501 NOTRE MAISON 12 (P,D) W Kittow 4-9-9...........R Hornby
6 (6)/000-0 SWISS MAGIC 30 A Wintle 5-9-9.......................F Marsh
7 (8)4-0000 KODI DANCER 10 (B,D) M Murphy & M Keady 3-9-3 H Doyle
8 (4)0-5205 PEARLY GAITS 30 W G M Turner 3-9-3...Gina Mangan (3)
Betting: 5-4 Notre Maison, 2-1 Master Sully, 7-1 Mr Pc, 10-1 others

3.05 DECUS RESEARCH LTD HANDICAP
£3,873: 6F (8)

1 (2)3-5400 BEYOND EQUAL 27 (H,P,CD) W Kittow 8-10-1.....R Hornby
2 (6)60-403 AMAZONIAN DREAM 16 (B,D) B Millman 4-10-1 .O Murphy
3 (1) 6-4102 VAPE 18 (P,D) J Flint 6-9-12 ............................... H Doyle
4 (7) 01-246 DYNAMITE KATIE 18 G Harris 3-9-8 .................. K O’Neill
5 (4)5560-0 ENDOWED 78 (P,T,D) J Flint 6-9-8 ........................W Cox
6 (8) 01-3 HYDRATION 41 H & R Charlton 3-9-7 ............K Shoemark
7 (3)0430-D REINFORCE 26 John O’Donoghue 3-9-5..............B Curtis
8 (5)0-5642 MAJOR GATSBY 13 (B) W G M Turner 4-9-4 Gina Mangan (3)
Betting: 9-4 Vape, 7-2 Hydration, 9-2 Beyond Equal, 5-1 others

3.35 DIPLOMAT HOTEL HANDICAP
£3,245: 1M 4F (7)

1 (4)345003 MUJID 18 (CD) J Tickle 8-9-12 ....................... T Fisher (5)
2 (3)040-00 REMEDIUM 69 (P) B J Llewellyn 5-9-10 Jordan Williams (5)
3 (2)50/50- ASCOT DAY 386 (P,CD) B J Llewellyn 9-9-10 C Hutchinson (3)
4 (7) 56-451 ROYAL DREAM 13 (T) E Dunlop 3-9-9...............O Murphy
5 (5) 00-0 SOLUTION 23 R Beckett 3-9-6.........................R Hornby
6 (6)4-4022 DENIS ANTHONY 17 (BF) J Fanshawe 3-9-6 ......... R Scott
7 (1) -52021 SEXY REXY 73 (P) G Harris 3-8-13......................H Doyle
Betting: 2-1 Royal Dream, 3-1 Denis Anthony, 7-2 Sexy Rexy, 9-2 others

4.05 3AS LEISURE HANDICAP
£5,129: 7F (5)

1 (4) 0-4011 BAILEYSGUTFEELING 8 (D) Mrs N Evans 4-10-4 B Loughnane (3)
2 (1) 5062-5 TOLLARD ROYAL 74 (H,BF) G Boughey 4-10-4.....B Curtis
3 (3) 2-51 MERLIN THE WIZARD 18 (D) H & R Charlton 3-9-5 H Doyle
4 (5) 21106 WOODSTOCK 30 Jack Channon 3-9-0 .............. C Bishop
5 (2)220-50 FREQUENT FLYER 51 (V) A Balding 3-8-8 ......... O Murphy
Betting: 15-8 Baileysgutfeeling, 9-4 Merlin The Wizard, 3-1 others

4.35 KEN MEREDITH MEMORIAL HANDICAP
£3,245: 7F (11)

1 (6) 50-211 SYMPATHISE 40 (H,D) V Dartnall 5-9-12 Rhiain Ingram (3)
2 (9)2-0000 THEWAYTOTHESTARS 16 (P) G Harris 4-9-11 C Hutchinson (3)
3 (11)603265 MADRINHO 20 (V,D) A Carroll 10-9-9 ................. H Doyle
4 (10)020600 PORTELET BAY 30 (T,V) P Evans 5-9-9...............B Curtis
5 (7)35-060 LILANDRA 40 (P) J Flint 6-9-7 ...................... T Fisher (5)
6 (5)002402 BALLET BLANC 15 R J Price 4-9-6.....Millie Wonnacott (5)
7 (3)60-003 WIFF WAFF 15 (P) A Wintle 8-9-5 ........... Gina Mangan (3)
8 (1) 6-0450 THE COLA KID 23 (B,T) G Harris 6-9-4...............K O’Neill
9 (4)040045 GRIGGY 10 (B) A Wintle 7-9-4................B Loughnane (3)
10(2)0-0650 LATENT HEAT 20 (D) A Carroll 7-9-3 ................ R Hornby
11 (8)400-66 TRANQUILLITY 24 (T) H Morrison 3-8-9 ...........O Murphy
Betting: 6-4 Sympathise, 6-1 Tranquillity, 7-1 Madrinho, 8-1 others

5.05 POUNDFFALD INN APPRENTICE HANDICAP
£3,873: 1M 6F (6)

1 (3) 3/30-3 RED ROYALIST 23 (P,T) M Murphy & M Keady 9-10-2 B Loughnane
2 (2) 2325-5 SHIBUYA SONG 24 (P) R Phillips 4-9-13........C Planas (3)
3 (1) 0/0051 LUSAKA 15 (P) J Flint 5-9-11 ......................... T Fisher (3)
4 (5)460-00 BEGGARMAN 18 (P,D) H Morrison 6-9-6 ........... P-L Jamin
5 (4)52-533 THIS ONES FOR FRED 24 (V,D) P Evans 5-9-5 Isabel Williams
6 (6)625665 KITTEN’S DREAM 12 (B,D) S Dixon 6-9-3 ...........Doubtful
Betting: Evens Lusaka, 3-1 Red Royalist, 6-1 This Ones For Fred, 8-1 others

Hexham
Going: good-good to soft in places Sky Sports Racing
Rob Wright’s tips: 1.45 Joie De Vivre 2.15 Grand Du Nord 
2.45 Imperial Data 3.20 Fenna’s Loss 3.53 Kicksaftersix 
4.23 Follow Your Arrow 4.53 Tineggiori

1.45 PAXTON’S ARE CASE IH’S NO. 1 DEALER CONDITIONAL
JOCKEYS’ HANDICAP HURDLE £4,621: 2M (10)

1 000P-1 BERGENTOWN 15 J Candlish 6-12-0........................L Stones
2 /3405- JOIE DE VIVRE F50 (V,D) M Todhunter 8-11-13..........T Gillard
3 406-00 MALANGEN 14 (D) Miss L Harrison 8-11-13.....W Shanahan (3)
4 0/500- A SHINING MOON F13 (P) P Midgley 5-11-10...........T Midgley
5 U/00-6 EDMOND DANTES 40 (P,T) F Murtagh 7-11-6 .........L Murtagh
6 533-06 COUP DE GOLD 8 (P) D Thompson 7-11-5 ............A Anderson
7 /604-2 BURNAGE BOY F12 (V) M Hammond 7-10-12 . J Thompson (10)
8 024-6P STRONG TEAM 16 (V,CD) C Grant 10-10-11 ........... C M Quirke
9 0P43-0 SNOWED IN 46 (P,D) Lizzie Quinlan 14-10-10 Conor Rabbitt (3)
10 3/0P3- KILCARAGH BOY 89 (T,C,D) R Armson 14-10-6.......P Armson
Betting: 2-1 Bergentown, 7-2 Burnage Boy, 8-1 others

2.15 DOWNLOAD THE AT THE RACES APP NOVICES’ 
HANDICAP HURDLE £4,885: 2M 7F (8)

1 0532-3 GRAND DU NORD 43 (P) M Hammond 7-12-0........C O’Farrell
2 23-165 FAIRLAND 26 C Grant 6-11-5..........................C M Quirke (5)
3 032-04 PIPERS CROSS 22 S Forster 6-10-8 ..................... B Lynn (3)
4 00P-31 CLASSIC LADY 22 (P,T,CD) M Walford 8-10-4 ....... J Hamilton
5 P6-30P COMEONRITA 22 J Haynes 5-10-3...............Thomas Dowson
6 004-13 BUTO 22 (T,V,CD) M Hammond 6-10-2..........J Thompson (10)
7 06P-50 BLAME ROSE 22 (T) S Corbett 6-10-2 .................. N Moscrop
8 /0P0-5 ELUSIVE RED 33 (P) F Murtagh 9-10-2 ..................L Murtagh
Betting: 9-4 Classic Lady, 3-1 Grand Du Nord, 7-2 Buto, 5-1 others

2.45 VIEW OUR STATIC CARAVANS MAIDEN HURDLE 
£4,901: 2M 4F (11)

1 0-UP ALCANTANGO 33 G Bewley 6-11-4 ....................J Bewley (3)
2 40-534 BUSHMILL BOY 8 (P) D Thompson 9-11-4 ...... J Thompson (7)
3 26-F0 FOXWOOD 8 G Bewley 5-11-4 ........................ D McMenamin
4 FP1-2 IMPERIAL DATA 33 R Menzies 6-11-4 .................... B Hughes
5 /5-360 KOPA KILANA 16 (T) M Barnes 6-11-4 ......... Conor Rabbitt (7)

6 0P- THIS IS BOB 221 S Corbett 5-11-4........................N Moscrop
7 0600-3 MONTY NEVETT 40 J O’Keeffe 4-10-12...................H Brooke
8 2223-2 CHAMPAGNESOCIALIST 14 (P) J McConnell (Ire) 7-10-11 S Bowen
9 0-P0 LOOSE MOOSE 8 H Graham & G Rutherford 5-10-11 S Mulqueen
10 5000-0 THORSDA 8 T Davidson 6-10-11 .................. Thomas Dowson
11 036F-3 YOU SAY ITS OVER 49 M Hammond 5-10-11 .........C O’Farrell
Betting: Evens Champagnesocialist, 9-4 Imperial Data, 5-1 others

3.20 JETHROS OF HALTWHISTLE CAFE AND RESTAURANT
HANDICAP HURDLE £5,624: 2M 4F (7)

1 035-R2 WATERGRANGE JACK 34 (P,D) N Mulholland 7-12-0 S Twiston-Davies
2 1430P- WOR VERGE 93 (P,T,C) S Corbett 10-11-12 ............ N Moscrop
3 0100-4 COUSU MAIN 39 S Corbett 7-11-10....................Craig Nichol
4 F533-0 DELUXE RANGE 40 (P) A M Thomson 8-11-9..........L Dobb (7)
5 02P40- FENNA’S LOSS 118 (T,D) M Walford 6-11-5 ............ J Hamilton
6 336-41 LORD CAPRIO F18 (T,CD) B Haslam 8-11-3 ..........R McLernon
7 PP60-0 FARON 14 (T) W Coltherd 5-11-1 ............................. H Brooke
Betting: 5-4 Watergrange Jack, 7-4 Lord Caprio, 8-1 others

3.53 FIRST-CLASS CATERING FROM FALCONS EVENTS
NOVICES’ HANDICAP CHASE £6,152: 2M (3)

1 1115/3 GUINNESS AFFAIR 25 (T) J Snowden 7-12-0.........G Sheehan
2 300-55 ROYLE STEEL 16 (P) M Hammond 5-10-10.............C O’Farrell
3 05-021 KICKSAFTERSIX 8 (H,CD) M Todhunter 7-10-5 ..Sean Quinlan
Betting: 4-6 Kicksaftersix, 15-8 Guinness Affair, 7-1 Royle Steel

4.23 LANGLEY CASTLE AN AWARD WINNING HOTEL HANDICAP
CHASE £5,941: 2M 4F (7)

1 35P-14 EXIT TO WHERE 28 (P,T,BF) I Jardine 9-12-0.........C O’Farrell
2 /4P-P2 CILLUIRID 24 (T) T Easterby 9-11-12.....................J Hamilton
3 0P4-54 GRANGE RANGER 22 (T,V) M Hammond 11-11-11......B Hughes
4 2P0-23 FOLLOW YOUR ARROW 29 (BF,CD) G Bewley 7-11-9 J Bewley (3)
5 322-53 CROAGH PATRICK 8 (T,CD) S England 8-11-3.........J England
6 0-P535 DOLLY DANCER 8 (P,T,C) M Barnes 9-10-11 .Conor Rabbitt (7)
7 46-30F DR SHIROCCO 22 S Forster 8-10-2........................H Brooke
Betting: 3-1 Cilluirid, 4-1 Follow Your Arrow, 9-2 Exit To Where, 5-1 others

4.53 JOIN US ON 6TH SEPTEMBER OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
£2,614: 2M (10)

1 5P1- DREAM BOY 65 W Coltherd 11-2 ...................... Sean Quinlan
2 4 JINGLE JANGLE JET 34 P Kirby 11-2..............J Williamson (5)
3 6- THE SCAN MAN 78 D McCain 11-2 .............. Abbie McCain (5)
4 J C INTERNATIONAL R Fell & S Murray 10-11 .......... B Hughes
5 0- TINEGGIORI 80 M Walford 10-11..........................J Hamilton
6 0-4 SOLWAY STAREE 14 Miss L Harrison 10-9....Thomas Dowson
7 ANNY MCPHEE K Scott 10-4 ............................... B Lynn (3)
8 5 MARLINS DARLIN 34 M Hammond 10-4.......J Thompson (10)
9 P RORY’S STORY 35 (H,T) T Davidson 10-4..................H Reed
10 21-0 TAKE IT UPSTAIRS 37 T Easterby 10-4................N Moscrop
Betting: 3-1 J C International, 4-1 Dream Boy, 5-1 Tineggiori, 13-2 others

Pontefract
Going: good-good to firm in places Racing TV
Rob Wright’s tips: 3.45 Whoop Whoop (nb) 4.15 Shimmering 
Sands 4.45 Voodoo Queen 5.15 Flint Hill 5.45 Haseefah 
6.15 Concorde 6.45 Manila Scouse (nap)

3.45 RACE TO A CURE FOR MND EBF FILLIES’ RESTRICTED
NOVICE STAKES £8,100: 6F (8)

1 (4) 0 BRANDAISY 24 R Fahey 9-2 ............................ C Hardie
2 (8) 60 FAST LOVE 13 T Easterby 9-2 .......................D Fentiman
3 (6) SACRED ANGEL Charlie Johnston 9-2 ................... J Hart
4 (5) 44 WHOOP WHOOP 18 R Beckett 9-2 ................ Rossa Ryan
5 (7) 42 MAUNA LOA 24 (BF) R Fahey 9-0 .....................Oisin Orr
6 (3) VERY BLUE MOON D O’Meara 9-0 ................. D Tudhope

7 (2) 50 LADY DANDYLION 30 T Easterby 8-12 ................ D Allan
8 (1) 6 MUMMY PEAS 14 A Keatley 8-12 .................... C Murtagh
Betting: 6-4 Whoop Whoop, 5-2 Mauna Loa, 4-1 Sacred Angel, 10-1 others

4.15 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES HANDICAP
£10,308: 1M 2F (11)

1 (8)0040-0 ONEFORTHEGUTTER 45 I Williams 4-10-0.....R Kingscote
2 (11) 0-1016 EEETEE 14 (D) D O’Meara 5-9-13 .................... D Tudhope
3 (5)022052 MILLION THANKS 17 (BF) K P De Foy 4-9-12 .....B Sayette
4 (2) 25-114 COCKALORUM 8 (CD) R Fell & S Murray 8-9-11 .......J Hart
5 (7) 052-11 PROPHET’S DREAM 26 (D) Sir M Todd 4-9-9 .T Marquand
6 (6)003606 KNIGHT OF HONOUR 13 (D) R Fahey 4-9-6 ......... D Nolan
7 (4) 3-1216 MY LITTLE QUEENS 14 (D) R Fahey 5-9-5 ..........Oisin Orr
8 (10) 310-31 SHIMMERING SANDS 22 (T,D) M & D Easterby 4-9-5 S Gray
9 (3)0-3055 HIGHWAYGREY 9 (CD) T Easterby 7-9-1 .............. D Allan
10(9) 1215-5 FORCEFUL SPEED 84 (T,BF,CD) G Boughey 3-8-9 W Buick
11 (1) 402 PADDY THE SQUIRE 46 (T) I Jardine 3-8-8 ........ A Mullen
Betting: 7-2 Prophet’s Dream, 4-1 Shimmering Sands, 7-1 others

4.45 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES PONTEFRACT CASTLE FILLIES’
STAKES (FILLIES’ AND MARES’ LISTED) £44,816: 1M 4F (11)

1 (3) 6/4-31 LUISA CASATI 51 (D) T Ward 5-9-5...............R Kingscote
2 (10) 2/01-5 PENNYMOOR 36 (D) J & T Gosden 5-9-5.............W Buick
3 (1) 260-22 CAIUS CHORISTER 22 (BF,D) D Menuisier 4-9-2 B Sayette
4 (7) /360-3 CHING SHIH 51 D M Simcock 4-9-2....................L Morris
5 (9)0-1040 ICYKEL 37 (D) J P Murtagh (Ire) 4-9-2...............B M Coen
6 (6) 314-65 MADAME AMBASSADOR 32 (P,D) Charlie Johnston 4-9-2 J Fanning
7 (8) 4/15-5 ONE EVENING 29 J & T Gosden 4-9-2.................R Havlin
8 (4) 1210 SEA FLAWLESS 29 W Haggas 4-9-2 ............. T Marquand
9 (11) 1135-4 THANKS MONICA 51 (B,D) R Beckett 4-9-2 .......H Crouch

10(2) 601-20 THREE PRIESTS 54 (D) R Varian 4-9-2 ............. J Mitchell
11 (5) 150-53 VOODOO QUEEN 29 R Varian 4-9-2...............David Egan
Betting: 11-4 Luisa Casati, 4-1 Caius Chorister, 6-1 others

5.15 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES PONTEFRACT CUP HANDICAP
£10,308: 2M 2F (7)

1 (5)06-645 LAND OF WINTER 44 (B) R Guest 7-10-0..............D Allan
2 (7) 6-4631 HAIZOOM 18 Charlie Johnston 5-9-10 ...............J Fanning
3 (6) 023-10 CHAMPAGNE CITY 51 (P,CD) B Brookhouse 10-9-10 S Cherchi
4 (3) 664411 BLOW YOUR HORN 14 (P) I Williams 6-9-8 .... R Kingscote
5 (2)340-52 ADAMARIS J136 (B) A Keatley 6-9-7 ................ B Sayette
6 (1) -34613 FLINT HILL 13 (CD) Ruth Jefferson 7-9-1.................G Lee
7 (4) 011-32 COLD HENRY 12 Sara Ender 4-8-6.................David Egan
Betting: 3-1 Haizoom, 7-2 Blow Your Horn, 4-1 Flint Hill, 6-1 others

5.45 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES MIDDLE-DISTANCE HANDICAP
£16,493: 1M 4F (11)

1 (3) 2114-0 TAMILLA 29 (D) W Haggas 4-9-12.................T Marquand
2 (8)230-53 HASEEFAH 29 (D) A King 6-9-12 ........................ W Buick
3 (6) 53-413 GEREMIA 14 (BF,D) J Goldie 5-9-10 .............. P Mulrennan
4 (4) 155-23 WOOTTON’SUN 27 R Fahey 4-9-9 .................... Oisin Orr
5 (10) -41223 TWO BROTHERS 14 (V,D) M & D Easterby 5-9-5 B Garritty
6 (1) -40160 FAIRMAC 14 (B,D) Charlie Johnston 5-9-4 ..........F Norton
7 (9) 326-21 DERRY LAD 42 Kevin Coleman 5-9-3....................S Gray
8 (5) 3-5314 CARRIGILLIHY 13 (CD) T Easterby 5-8-12...............J Hart
9 (7) 644-16 FOX JOURNEY 22 (BF) Sir M Stoute 3-8-11 .... H Davies (3)
10(2)452124 BOLLIN MARGARET 8 (P,D) T Easterby 6-8-10......D Allan
11 (11) -12420 DEMILION 29 Charlie Johnston 3-8-9 ............... J Fanning
Betting: 5-1 Fox Journey, 11-2 Derry Lad, 6-1 Two Brothers, 7-1 others

6.15 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES 3YO MILE HANDICAP
£10,308: 1M (12)

1 (2) R52-12 SILVER SWORD 22 (D) Dylan Cunha 9-10 .... Greg Cheyne
2 (10) 0-1211 CONCORDE 52 (CD) G Boughey 9-10..................W Buick
3 (7) 4-3610 LUDO’S LANDING 18 (B,BF,D) Charlie Johnston 9-5 F Norton
4 (12) 51-032 VENETIAN 15 (D) Charlie Johnston 9-5 ............. J Fanning
5 (9) 3121-0 STAR PLAYER 31 (D) K P De Foy 9-4 ................B Sayette
6 (8) 0-5125 DANCING IN PARIS 22 (BF,D) I Williams 9-3 ....D Costello
7 (4) 41-045 OVERRULE 15 K R Burke 9-1 ..........................D Tudhope
8 (1) 44-226 THREE YORKSHIREMEN 26 (P) R Fahey 9-0 ......Oisin Orr
9 (11)2200-4 CRAVEN 29 R Fahey 8-11 ................................B Garritty
10(6)6-0016 ROYAL CAY 48 R Fahey 8-9 .............................C Hardie
11 (5)4-2432 TASEVER 13 (BF) T Easterby 8-6 ................... David Egan
12 (3)00-605 IMPULSIVE REACTION 12 T Easterby 8-4 ...... D Fentiman
Betting: 7-4 Concorde, 13-2 Silver Sword, 7-1 Venetian, 10-1 others

6.45 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES SPRINT HANDICAP
£16,493: 6F (16)

1 (7)4-0000 FOOLS RUSH IN 15 (D) J Goldie 5-9-12 ..........T Marquand
2 (15)2-6233 ABDUCTION 22 (D) J Goldie 5-9-9 ...............P Mulrennan
3 (1) 0-5000 ADMIRAL D 8 (P,D) R Fahey 4-9-8 ....................Oisin Orr
4 (9)-30001 FARO DE SAN JUAN 8 (T,D) Dylan Cunha 4-9-8 Greg Cheyne
5 (14)220-52 MOJOMAKER 14 (BF) D Loughnane 4-9-7.......Rossa Ryan
6 (4)006-00 JUST FRANK 39 (T,D) T Easterby 5-9-7 ..........D Fentiman
7 (5)-02200 MUSIC SOCIETY 15 (CD) T Easterby 8-9-5 .........P Dennis
8 (10)0-0005 GHATHANFAR 8 (P,CD) T Waggott 7-9-4 ............ D Nolan
9 (8)001250 THE THIN BLUE LINE 22 (D) K Dalgleish 5-9-3...J Fanning
10(12)135032 SHALAA ASKER 14 (P,D) A Keatley 5-9-1 ..........B Sayette
11 (6)-03030 RATHBONE 8 (P,CD) M Herrington 7-9-1..............T Eaves
12 (2) 21/232 MANILA SCOUSE 5 (T) T Easterby 4-9-1 .............. D Allan
13 (16) 6-0110 JORDAN ELECTRICS 14 (D) J Goldie 7-8-13 ........C Hardie
14 (11) 1-4052 MILBANKE 13 (D) R Carr 4-8-11.............................J Hart
15 (13) 24610- ORBITAL CHIME 232 (D) James Horton 3-8-10 P J McDonald
16 (3) 041-0 SAVE THE WORLD 42 (D) I Jardine 3-8-7 ........... A Mullen
Betting: 11-2 Faro De San Juan, 6-1 Milbanke, 7-1 others
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Sport 

Ascot
Going: good to firm
2.30 (7f) 1, Snellen (G F Carroll, 12-1); 2, Pearls 
And Rubies (7-4 fav); 3@, Golden Mind (12-1). 
3@, Oddyssey (125-1). 16 ran. NR: Quatre Bras. 
Hd, ½l. G P Cromwell.
3.05 (7f) 1, Age Of Kings (W M Lordan, 22-1); 
2, Zoology (22-1); 3, Streets Of Gold (28-1). 15 
ran. 1l, nk. A P O’Brien.
3.40 (6f) 1, Khaadem (J P Spencer, 80-1); 2, 
Sacred (9-1); 3, Highfield Princess (11-4 fav). 16
ran. Nk, 1¼l. C Hills.
4.20 (1m 3f 211yd) 1, Pyledriver (P J 
McDonald, 7-2); 2, West Wind Blows (13-2); 3, 
Changingoftheguard (7-1). 7 ran. NR: Hukum. 
1¼l, 1l. W Muir & C Grassick.
5.00 (6f) 1, Saint Lawrence (Hollie Doyle, 22-
1); 2, Apollo One (11-1); 3, Juan Les Pins (18-1). 
27 ran. NR: Tanmawwy. 1l, nk. A Watson.
5.35 (1m 1f 212yd) 1, Burdett Road (N Callan, 
20-1); 2, Lion Of War (9-2 Co fav); 3, Local 
Dynasty (9-2 Co fav). 15 ran. NR: First Sight, 
Like A Tiger. ¾l, 2¾l. M L W Bell.
6.10 (2m 5f 143yd) 1, Dawn Rising (R L Moore, 
2-1 fav); 2, The Grand Visir (9-1); 3, Run For Oscar
(3-1). 9 ran. NR: Goshen. ½l, 2¼l. J P O’Brien.
Jackpot Not won. Pool of £8,422.38 carried 
forward to Pontefract today. 

Placepot £26,384.30. Quadpot £137.30.

more power, and not really of the soft 
variety.

In certain circumstances, then, the
emergence of these “new global 
players” in sport is indeed associated 
with a concerted attempt to improve 
the nation’s image in other countries, 
or “sportswashing”; in other 
situations, however, this appears to 
be less likely. Similarly, investment in 
sport by these bodies may lead to 
opportunities to exercise soft power, 
but in some scenarios the power may 
be limited and in others there may be 
rather little that is “soft” about the 
power that is exercised. 

Middle Eastern investment in 
sports seems to involve the 
advancement of a range of tangible 
interests and the pursuit of multiple 
concrete goals, playing a part in a 
“changing world order”.

initiated by the Abu Dhabi group in 
the vicinity of the Etihad stadium. 

The fourth scenario also involves
ownership, but a more assertive, 
even aggressive, approach to the 
status quo. The prime example of this 
is the LIV merger with the PGA Tour 
in America and Europe’s DP World 
Tour, which followed a bitter and 
lengthy battle in the preceding 
months. 

The common interpretation is that
the merger was on the terms set by 
the Public Investment Fund of Saudi 
Arabia. Whether such a hostile 
challenge to an existing institutional 
structure draws attention away from 
the poor human rights record of the 
country in the way that some, such as 
Amnesty International, have argued 
is questionable. What is not in doubt 
is that this has given Saudi Arabia 

these arrangements can lead to 
positive impressions of the countries 
concerned with fans of the clubs and 
sports. The power and influence of 
organisations that use sponsorship is 
probably more limited, however, 
than investments that entail 
ownership as the relationships 
between sponsors and sport are fixed 
in duration and, to some extent, 
constitute “arms-length” 
transactions.

The third scenario is ownership 
with the acquirers working within the 
existing structures of the sport. In a 
first for the US, late last year, NBA 
owners unexpectedly shifted 
position, allowing foreign 
institutional investors, including 
sovereign wealth funds, to acquire up 

to 20 per cent of a team. In other 
countries, Middle Eastern 
organisations have been able to build 
full or controlling stakes and work 
within an existing institutional 
structure, and indeed succeed, 
within this structure. The takeover of 
Newcastle United by the Public 
Investment Fund of Saudi Arabia and 
the success the club has had within 
the Premier League is a case in point. 

The ability to exercise soft power,
working within the existing 
architecture of the sport, is certainly 
a possible outcome, and opening up 
opportunities for other Saudi-based 
entities — witness the Sela 
sponsorship deal — is a further 
element of this. A move to project a 
positive vision of their nationality is 
also evident in some cases of this 
sort, such as the outreach activities 

→ Continued from page 17 Middle Eastern
investment in 
sports seems 
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advancement 
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of tangible 
interests

Manila Scouse (6.45 Pontefract)
This lightly raced sprinter has shaped 
well on all three starts this year over 
the minimum trip and looks sure to 
improve now that he steps up in 
distance here.

He stayed on strongly when 
beaten a length at Beverley last time, 
pulling well clear of the rest of the 
field.

Able to race off the same handicap
mark here and well drawn in stall two, 
Manila Scouse is open to plenty of 
improvement after just seven starts. 
He can get off the mark for the year.

ROB WRIGHT’S
TIP OF THE DAY

TODAY’S RACECARDS

RACING RESULTS Ayr
Going: good
1.15 (6f) 1, Jehangeer (T Eaves, Evens fav); 2, 
Nighteyes (9-2); 3, Golden Trick (18-1). 9 ran. 
Nk, 1¾l. K A Ryan. 
1.50 (5f) 1, Sir Titus (S A Gray, 4-1); 2, Sound 
Reason (14-1); 3, Kuwait City (100-30 fav). 8 
ran. ½l, nk. M Dods. 
2.24 (7f 50yd) 1, B Associates (P Mulrennan, 
15-8 fav); 2, Yorkstone (5-1); 3, Dee See Are 
(50-1). 9 ran. Sh hd, 1½l. J S Goldie. 
2.59 (1m 5f 26yd) 1, Kihavah (W J Lee, 13-8 
fav); 2, Prydwen (12-1); 3, Nolton Cross (22-1). 
11 ran. Hd, ¾l. A Keatley. 
3.34 (5f) 1, Makarova (P Mulrennan, 7-1); 2, 
Marine Wave (11-1); 3, Royal Aclaim (7-4 fav). 
10 ran. 1¼l, ½l. E Walker. 
4.14 (6f) 1, Novak (William Pyle, 7-2 fav); 2, 
The Caltonian (50-1); 3, Huddle Up (17-2). 9 
ran. NR: One Last Hug, Our Absent Friends, 
Slainte Mhath, Wrecked It Ralph. ½l, sh hd. I 
Jardine. 
4.54 (7f 50yd) 1, Clarinbridge (Darragh 
Keenan, 25-1); 2, Willing To Please (100-30 
fav); 3, Bonito Cavalo (7-2). 11 ran. NR: Hollis 
Brown. 1¼l, 4l. N C Kelly. 
Placepot £17.40. Quadpot £7.90.

Newmarket
Going: good (good to firm in places)
1.32 (7f) 1, Ancient Wisdom (James Doyle, 1-6 
fav); 2, Never So Brave (10-1); 3, Travolta (15-
2). 5 ran. NR: North View. 1¾l, 2l. C Appleby. 

2.07 (6f) 1, Sophia’s Starlight (Oliver 
Stammers, 7-4 fav); 2, Just Janet (7-1); 3, 
Torfrida (5-1). 10 ran. NR: Mereside Diva, My 
Delilah. 1¾l, hd. Grant Tuer.
2.42 (1m) 1, Imperial Emperor (James Doyle, 
1-3 fav); 2, Sniper’s Eye (8-1); 3, Battista (5-1). 
6 ran. 2¾l, 2½l. C Appleby.
3.17 (1m 6f) 1, King Eagle (A J Farragher, 
85-40 fav); 2, Traila (12-1); 3, Temporize (13-2). 
7 ran. Nk, 1l. N J Henderson.
3.52 (7f) 1, Ararat (P Cosgrave, 17-2); 2, 
Marinara (12-1); 3, Bishop’s Crown (20-1). 8 
ran. NR: Baccarat Baby, Concert Boy. 1¼l, nk. 
D M Simcock. 
4.32 (7f) 1, Magical Max (Ray Dawson, 100-30 
fav); 2, Danzart (15-2); 3, Hot Chesnut (7-2). 8 
ran. ¾l, 1½l. I Furtado.
5.09 (6f) 1, Temple Bruer (Callum Shepherd, 
16-1); 2, Ataser (11-2); 3, The Green Man (11-8 
fav). 8 ran. 2¼l, nk. M Murphy & M Keady.
Placepot £81.30. Quadpot £40.20.

Perth
Going: good to soft (good in places)
1.42 (2m 47yd hdle) 1, Gortmillish (S Bowen, 
4-6 fav); 2, The Sad Shepherd (18-1); 3, Conquer
The Breeze (80-1). 7 ran. 12l, 2¼l. G Elliott. 
2.17 (2m 7f 180yd ch) 1, Petrastar (Thomas 
Bellamy, 10-3); 2, Cardamon Hill (6-4 fav). 4 
ran. 30l, D J Jeffreys. 
2.52 (2m 4f 35yd hdle) 1, Themanintheboots 
(S Bowen, 11-1); 2, Minella Youngy (13-8 fav); 3, 
Malangen (5-1). 9 ran. NR: Bella Bluesky, 
Gamigin. 5½l, 3l. G Elliott. 

3.27 (2m ch) 1, Captain Ivan (Patrick Cowley, 
11-4); 2, Sao (9-2); 3, Lermoos Legend (5-4 
fav). 5 ran. 1l, 4¼l. L Morgan. 
4.07 (2m 7f 180yd ch) 1, Saint Arvans (Conor 
Rabbitt, 13-2); 2, Presentandcounting (9-4); 3, 
Ballykeel (11-8 fav). 5 ran. NR: Definite Plan. 5l, 
21l. M A Barnes. 
4.42 (2m 47yd hdle) 1, Garde Des Champs (B 
S Hughes, 7-2); 2, Gavin (85-40 fav); 3, 
Russian Virtue (100-30). 7 ran. 11l, sh hd. K 
Dalgleish.
5.17 (2m 7f 207yd hdle) 1, Doune Castle (Mr O 
McGill, 7-2); 2, Rickety Gate (6-1); 3, Ultra 
Violet (4-1). 7 ran. 6½l, 1¼l. N C Kelly. 
Placepot £106.20.
Quadpot £12.20.

Redcar
Going: good (good to firm in places)
1.37 (5f 217yd) 1, Brave Empire (David Egan, 
6-5 fav); 2, Dark Encounter (7-1); 3, Woodleigh 
(14-1). 13 ran. NR: Angel Of The Bay. 3½l, 1¼l. R 
Varian.
2.12 (1m 5f 218yd) 1, Mirrie Dancers (David 
Egan, 9-4 fav); 2, Marbuzet (5-1); 3, Spantik (7-
1). 10 ran. 1l, ½l. R Fell & S Murray.
2.47 (7f 219yd) 1, Tacitus (D Swift, 10-1); 2, 
Strictly Dreaming (22-1); 3, Revoquable (7-2). 
8 ran. NR: Jazz Samba, Masterpainter, 
Powerful Response, Vondelpark, Zafaan. 1½l, 
hd. T Collier.
3.22 (7f) 1, Cruyff Turn (D Allan, 9-2); 2, 
Hickory (7-2); 3, Mudamer (5-2 fav). 6 ran. NR: 
Amber Island, Woven. ¾l, ½l. T D Easterby. 

4.02 (5f) 1, Russet Gold (David Egan, 11-8 
fav); 2, Paddy’s Day (28-1); 3, Match Play (4-1). 
7 ran. NR: Lakota Blue. ¾l, nk. R Varian. 
4.38 (5f 217yd) 1, Oneforsue (G Lee, 11-8 fav); 
2, Sidney’s Son (11-2); 3, Rooska (6-4). 5 ran. 
1¼l, 5½l. P T Midgley.
5.13 (5f 217yd) 1, Spirit In My Soul (D Swift, 
5-1); 2, Glendown (3-1 fav); 3, Aurora Glory (8-
1). 13 ran. NR: Heart Of Sofia. ns, 1l. D Carroll.
Placepot £100.80.

Quadpot £57.40.

Haydock Park
Going: good (good to firm in places)
6.00 (1m 3f 140yd) 1, Chronograph (R 
Coakley, 5-6 fav); 2, Weigh Anchor (25-1); 3, 
Eagle Fang (6-1). 6 ran. 3¾l, 1¼l. H Palmer.

Lingfield Park
Going: good to firm (good in places)
5.50 (1m 2f) 1, Eklil (Rossa Ryan, 6-1); 2, 
Moonlit Cloud (85-40 fav); 3, Kodiman (16-5). 
6 ran. ½l, 1¾l. Rae Guest.

Down Royal
Going: yielding (good to yielding in places)
2.00 (1m 2f 75yd) 1, Dutch Gold (L F Roche, 
3-1); 2, Hutton Glen (7-2); 3, The Great 
Kingdom (11-1). 8 ran. NR: Cosmic Lady, San 
Guido, Tom Red. 8l, 1¾l. N Meade. 
2.35 (1m 2f 75yd) 1, Picture Of A City (D 
McMonagle, 5-2 fav); 2, Mobilise (4-1); 3, Navy 
Beach (6-1). 10 ran. 2¾l, ¾l. A Oliver. 

3.10 (1m 2f 75yd) 1, Pinot Gris (D McMonagle, 
5-1 fav); 2, Stormy Jenn (11-2); 3, 
Gracesolution (11-2). 14 ran. NR: 
Reverberation. ¾l, 2½l. G P Cromwell. 
3.45 (1m 2f 75yd) 1, Enfranchise (G M Ryan, 
16-1); 2, Grecian Slipper (5-1); 3, Celtic Crown 
(17-2). 9 ran. ns, ½l. J J Hanlon. 
4.25 (1m 4f 175yd) 1, Tower Of London (K K 
Hennessy, 5-2 fav); 2, Ibrahimovic (9-2); 3, 
Hippodrome (17-2). 9 ran. 4¼l, 1½l. A P O’Brien.
5.05 (1m 4f 175yd) 1, Londonofficecallin (L F 
Roche, 9-2); 2, Stoke The Fire (5-4 fav); 3, All 
In Peder (13-2). 12 ran. NR: Darkened, 
Lissadell, Military Hill, No Hassle, Your Honor. 
¾l, 1¾l. E McNamara. 
5.40 (1m 4f 175yd) 1, Merlin Giant (C T Keane, 
8-11 fav); 2, Impero (15-2); 3, Wasthatok (22-1). 
9 ran. NR: Moon Over Claddagh. 3l, ns. E 
Mullins. 
Placepot €31.40.

Limerick
Going: good to yielding
5.23 (7f) 1, Artemis Jones (B M Coen, 11-4); 2, 
Pivotal Revive (Evens fav); 3, Paradise Perfect 
(100-30). 10 ran. NR: Mary Makebelieve, Tip 
The Can. 2½l, ½l. J P Murtagh.
5.55 (7f) 1, Saturn Seven (D W O’Connor, 5-1); 
2, Sir John Monash (14-1); 3, Toughen Up (7-2). 
9 ran. NR: Parana Delta, Semblance Of Order. 
½l, 1¼l. K J Condon.
6.25 (7f) 1, Lady Arwen (J Coen, 3-1 jt-fav); 2, 
Royal Pippen (14-1); 3, Racing Royalty (16-1). 9 
ran. ½l, 2¼l. C O’Dwyer.

Ffos Las
Going: good to firm-good in places Sky Sports Racing
Rob Wright’s tips: 2.00 Heed The Call 2.30 Notre Maison 
3.05 Beyond Equal 3.35 Solution 4.05 Merlin The Wizard 
4.35 Sympathise 5.05 Shibuya Song

2.00 MUMBLES BREWERY RESTRICTED NOVICE STAKES 
£3,564: 5F (8)

1 (4) 10 PARKSIDE BOY 46 (D) John O’Donoghue 9-11.T Fisher (5)
2 (8) 416 HEED THE CALL 21 (P,D) A Watson 9-4 ...............H Doyle
3 (7) 054 PART TIME BRITAIN 52 P Evans 9-4 ..................B Curtis
4 (2) 026 RELENTLESS WARRIOR 16 A Balding 9-4.........O Murphy
5 (6) 00 ROCKINTHEFREEWORLD 17 A Watson 9-4 ........C Bishop
6 (5) ROSARIO R Teal 9-4........................................G Rooke
7 (1) 4 KITTY BENNET 13 E Walker 8-13 .................... S Osborne
8 (3) 2 KOJI 17 (BF) H & R Charlton 8-11 ...................K Shoemark
Betting: 7-4 Heed The Call, 9-4 Koji, 13-2 Relentless Warrior, 8-1 others

2.30 WELSH COTTAGE CAKES CLASSIFIED STAKES
£3,245: 5F (8)

1 (3)34-000 EPEIUS 15 (V) J Tickle 10-9-9 ........................T Fisher (5)
2 (5)040045 GRIGGY 10 (B) A Wintle 7-9-9...........................Doubtful
3 (2)505233 MASTER SULLY 12 (P,BF,D) R Teal 5-9-9 ............G Rooke
4 (1) 005045 MR PC 12 (D) A Carroll 5-9-9 ............................. B Curtis
5 (7) 46-501 NOTRE MAISON 12 (P,D) W Kittow 4-9-9...........R Hornby
6 (6)/000-0 SWISS MAGIC 30 A Wintle 5-9-9.......................F Marsh
7 (8)4-0000 KODI DANCER 10 (B,D) M Murphy & M Keady 3-9-3 H Doyle
8 (4)0-5205 PEARLY GAITS 30 W G M Turner 3-9-3...Gina Mangan (3)
Betting: 5-4 Notre Maison, 2-1 Master Sully, 7-1 Mr Pc, 10-1 others

3.05 DECUS RESEARCH LTD HANDICAP
£3,873: 6F (8)

1 (2)3-5400 BEYOND EQUAL 27 (H,P,CD) W Kittow 8-10-1.....R Hornby
2 (6)60-403 AMAZONIAN DREAM 16 (B,D) B Millman 4-10-1 .O Murphy
3 (1) 6-4102 VAPE 18 (P,D) J Flint 6-9-12 ............................... H Doyle
4 (7) 01-246 DYNAMITE KATIE 18 G Harris 3-9-8 .................. K O’Neill
5 (4)5560-0 ENDOWED 78 (P,T,D) J Flint 6-9-8 ........................W Cox
6 (8) 01-3 HYDRATION 41 H & R Charlton 3-9-7 ............K Shoemark
7 (3)0430-D REINFORCE 26 John O’Donoghue 3-9-5..............B Curtis
8 (5)0-5642 MAJOR GATSBY 13 (B) W G M Turner 4-9-4 Gina Mangan (3)
Betting: 9-4 Vape, 7-2 Hydration, 9-2 Beyond Equal, 5-1 others

3.35 DIPLOMAT HOTEL HANDICAP
£3,245: 1M 4F (7)

1 (4)345003 MUJID 18 (CD) J Tickle 8-9-12 ....................... T Fisher (5)
2 (3)040-00 REMEDIUM 69 (P) B J Llewellyn 5-9-10 Jordan Williams (5)
3 (2)50/50- ASCOT DAY 386 (P,CD) B J Llewellyn 9-9-10 C Hutchinson (3)
4 (7) 56-451 ROYAL DREAM 13 (T) E Dunlop 3-9-9...............O Murphy
5 (5) 00-0 SOLUTION 23 R Beckett 3-9-6.........................R Hornby
6 (6)4-4022 DENIS ANTHONY 17 (BF) J Fanshawe 3-9-6 ......... R Scott
7 (1) -52021 SEXY REXY 73 (P) G Harris 3-8-13......................H Doyle
Betting: 2-1 Royal Dream, 3-1 Denis Anthony, 7-2 Sexy Rexy, 9-2 others

4.05 3AS LEISURE HANDICAP
£5,129: 7F (5)

1 (4) 0-4011 BAILEYSGUTFEELING 8 (D) Mrs N Evans 4-10-4 B Loughnane (3)
2 (1) 5062-5 TOLLARD ROYAL 74 (H,BF) G Boughey 4-10-4.....B Curtis
3 (3) 2-51 MERLIN THE WIZARD 18 (D) H & R Charlton 3-9-5 H Doyle
4 (5) 21106 WOODSTOCK 30 Jack Channon 3-9-0 .............. C Bishop
5 (2)220-50 FREQUENT FLYER 51 (V) A Balding 3-8-8 ......... O Murphy
Betting: 15-8 Baileysgutfeeling, 9-4 Merlin The Wizard, 3-1 others

4.35 KEN MEREDITH MEMORIAL HANDICAP
£3,245: 7F (11)

1 (6) 50-211 SYMPATHISE 40 (H,D) V Dartnall 5-9-12 Rhiain Ingram (3)
2 (9)2-0000 THEWAYTOTHESTARS 16 (P) G Harris 4-9-11 C Hutchinson (3)
3 (11)603265 MADRINHO 20 (V,D) A Carroll 10-9-9 ................. H Doyle
4 (10)020600 PORTELET BAY 30 (T,V) P Evans 5-9-9...............B Curtis
5 (7)35-060 LILANDRA 40 (P) J Flint 6-9-7 ...................... T Fisher (5)
6 (5)002402 BALLET BLANC 15 R J Price 4-9-6.....Millie Wonnacott (5)
7 (3)60-003 WIFF WAFF 15 (P) A Wintle 8-9-5 ........... Gina Mangan (3)
8 (1) 6-0450 THE COLA KID 23 (B,T) G Harris 6-9-4...............K O’Neill
9 (4)040045 GRIGGY 10 (B) A Wintle 7-9-4................B Loughnane (3)
10(2)0-0650 LATENT HEAT 20 (D) A Carroll 7-9-3 ................ R Hornby
11 (8)400-66 TRANQUILLITY 24 (T) H Morrison 3-8-9 ...........O Murphy
Betting: 6-4 Sympathise, 6-1 Tranquillity, 7-1 Madrinho, 8-1 others

5.05 POUNDFFALD INN APPRENTICE HANDICAP
£3,873: 1M 6F (6)

1 (3) 3/30-3 RED ROYALIST 23 (P,T) M Murphy & M Keady 9-10-2 B Loughnane
2 (2) 2325-5 SHIBUYA SONG 24 (P) R Phillips 4-9-13........C Planas (3)
3 (1) 0/0051 LUSAKA 15 (P) J Flint 5-9-11 ......................... T Fisher (3)
4 (5)460-00 BEGGARMAN 18 (P,D) H Morrison 6-9-6 ........... P-L Jamin
5 (4)52-533 THIS ONES FOR FRED 24 (V,D) P Evans 5-9-5 Isabel Williams
6 (6)625665 KITTEN’S DREAM 12 (B,D) S Dixon 6-9-3 ...........Doubtful
Betting: Evens Lusaka, 3-1 Red Royalist, 6-1 This Ones For Fred, 8-1 others

Hexham
Going: good-good to soft in places Sky Sports Racing
Rob Wright’s tips: 1.45 Joie De Vivre 2.15 Grand Du Nord 
2.45 Imperial Data 3.20 Fenna’s Loss 3.53 Kicksaftersix 
4.23 Follow Your Arrow 4.53 Tineggiori

1.45 PAXTON’S ARE CASE IH’S NO. 1 DEALER CONDITIONAL
JOCKEYS’ HANDICAP HURDLE £4,621: 2M (10)

1 000P-1 BERGENTOWN 15 J Candlish 6-12-0........................L Stones
2 /3405- JOIE DE VIVRE F50 (V,D) M Todhunter 8-11-13..........T Gillard
3 406-00 MALANGEN 14 (D) Miss L Harrison 8-11-13.....W Shanahan (3)
4 0/500- A SHINING MOON F13 (P) P Midgley 5-11-10...........T Midgley
5 U/00-6 EDMOND DANTES 40 (P,T) F Murtagh 7-11-6 .........L Murtagh
6 533-06 COUP DE GOLD 8 (P) D Thompson 7-11-5 ............A Anderson
7 /604-2 BURNAGE BOY F12 (V) M Hammond 7-10-12 . J Thompson (10)
8 024-6P STRONG TEAM 16 (V,CD) C Grant 10-10-11 ........... C M Quirke
9 0P43-0 SNOWED IN 46 (P,D) Lizzie Quinlan 14-10-10 Conor Rabbitt (3)
10 3/0P3- KILCARAGH BOY 89 (T,C,D) R Armson 14-10-6.......P Armson
Betting: 2-1 Bergentown, 7-2 Burnage Boy, 8-1 others

2.15 DOWNLOAD THE AT THE RACES APP NOVICES’ 
HANDICAP HURDLE £4,885: 2M 7F (8)

1 0532-3 GRAND DU NORD 43 (P) M Hammond 7-12-0........C O’Farrell
2 23-165 FAIRLAND 26 C Grant 6-11-5..........................C M Quirke (5)
3 032-04 PIPERS CROSS 22 S Forster 6-10-8 ..................... B Lynn (3)
4 00P-31 CLASSIC LADY 22 (P,T,CD) M Walford 8-10-4 ....... J Hamilton
5 P6-30P COMEONRITA 22 J Haynes 5-10-3...............Thomas Dowson
6 004-13 BUTO 22 (T,V,CD) M Hammond 6-10-2..........J Thompson (10)
7 06P-50 BLAME ROSE 22 (T) S Corbett 6-10-2 .................. N Moscrop
8 /0P0-5 ELUSIVE RED 33 (P) F Murtagh 9-10-2 ..................L Murtagh
Betting: 9-4 Classic Lady, 3-1 Grand Du Nord, 7-2 Buto, 5-1 others

2.45 VIEW OUR STATIC CARAVANS MAIDEN HURDLE 
£4,901: 2M 4F (11)

1 0-UP ALCANTANGO 33 G Bewley 6-11-4 ....................J Bewley (3)
2 40-534 BUSHMILL BOY 8 (P) D Thompson 9-11-4 ...... J Thompson (7)
3 26-F0 FOXWOOD 8 G Bewley 5-11-4 ........................ D McMenamin
4 FP1-2 IMPERIAL DATA 33 R Menzies 6-11-4 .................... B Hughes
5 /5-360 KOPA KILANA 16 (T) M Barnes 6-11-4 ......... Conor Rabbitt (7)

6 0P- THIS IS BOB 221 S Corbett 5-11-4........................N Moscrop
7 0600-3 MONTY NEVETT 40 J O’Keeffe 4-10-12...................H Brooke
8 2223-2 CHAMPAGNESOCIALIST 14 (P) J McConnell (Ire) 7-10-11 S Bowen
9 0-P0 LOOSE MOOSE 8 H Graham & G Rutherford 5-10-11 S Mulqueen
10 5000-0 THORSDA 8 T Davidson 6-10-11 .................. Thomas Dowson
11 036F-3 YOU SAY ITS OVER 49 M Hammond 5-10-11 .........C O’Farrell
Betting: Evens Champagnesocialist, 9-4 Imperial Data, 5-1 others

3.20 JETHROS OF HALTWHISTLE CAFE AND RESTAURANT
HANDICAP HURDLE £5,624: 2M 4F (7)

1 035-R2 WATERGRANGE JACK 34 (P,D) N Mulholland 7-12-0 S Twiston-Davies
2 1430P- WOR VERGE 93 (P,T,C) S Corbett 10-11-12 ............ N Moscrop
3 0100-4 COUSU MAIN 39 S Corbett 7-11-10....................Craig Nichol
4 F533-0 DELUXE RANGE 40 (P) A M Thomson 8-11-9..........L Dobb (7)
5 02P40- FENNA’S LOSS 118 (T,D) M Walford 6-11-5 ............ J Hamilton
6 336-41 LORD CAPRIO F18 (T,CD) B Haslam 8-11-3 ..........R McLernon
7 PP60-0 FARON 14 (T) W Coltherd 5-11-1 ............................. H Brooke
Betting: 5-4 Watergrange Jack, 7-4 Lord Caprio, 8-1 others

3.53 FIRST-CLASS CATERING FROM FALCONS EVENTS
NOVICES’ HANDICAP CHASE £6,152: 2M (3)

1 1115/3 GUINNESS AFFAIR 25 (T) J Snowden 7-12-0.........G Sheehan
2 300-55 ROYLE STEEL 16 (P) M Hammond 5-10-10.............C O’Farrell
3 05-021 KICKSAFTERSIX 8 (H,CD) M Todhunter 7-10-5 ..Sean Quinlan
Betting: 4-6 Kicksaftersix, 15-8 Guinness Affair, 7-1 Royle Steel

4.23 LANGLEY CASTLE AN AWARD WINNING HOTEL HANDICAP
CHASE £5,941: 2M 4F (7)

1 35P-14 EXIT TO WHERE 28 (P,T,BF) I Jardine 9-12-0.........C O’Farrell
2 /4P-P2 CILLUIRID 24 (T) T Easterby 9-11-12.....................J Hamilton
3 0P4-54 GRANGE RANGER 22 (T,V) M Hammond 11-11-11......B Hughes
4 2P0-23 FOLLOW YOUR ARROW 29 (BF,CD) G Bewley 7-11-9 J Bewley (3)
5 322-53 CROAGH PATRICK 8 (T,CD) S England 8-11-3.........J England
6 0-P535 DOLLY DANCER 8 (P,T,C) M Barnes 9-10-11 .Conor Rabbitt (7)
7 46-30F DR SHIROCCO 22 S Forster 8-10-2........................H Brooke
Betting: 3-1 Cilluirid, 4-1 Follow Your Arrow, 9-2 Exit To Where, 5-1 others

4.53 JOIN US ON 6TH SEPTEMBER OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
£2,614: 2M (10)

1 5P1- DREAM BOY 65 W Coltherd 11-2 ...................... Sean Quinlan
2 4 JINGLE JANGLE JET 34 P Kirby 11-2..............J Williamson (5)
3 6- THE SCAN MAN 78 D McCain 11-2 .............. Abbie McCain (5)
4 J C INTERNATIONAL R Fell & S Murray 10-11 .......... B Hughes
5 0- TINEGGIORI 80 M Walford 10-11..........................J Hamilton
6 0-4 SOLWAY STAREE 14 Miss L Harrison 10-9....Thomas Dowson
7 ANNY MCPHEE K Scott 10-4 ............................... B Lynn (3)
8 5 MARLINS DARLIN 34 M Hammond 10-4.......J Thompson (10)
9 P RORY’S STORY 35 (H,T) T Davidson 10-4..................H Reed
10 21-0 TAKE IT UPSTAIRS 37 T Easterby 10-4................N Moscrop
Betting: 3-1 J C International, 4-1 Dream Boy, 5-1 Tineggiori, 13-2 others

Pontefract
Going: good-good to firm in places Racing TV
Rob Wright’s tips: 3.45 Whoop Whoop (nb) 4.15 Shimmering 
Sands 4.45 Voodoo Queen 5.15 Flint Hill 5.45 Haseefah 
6.15 Concorde 6.45 Manila Scouse (nap)

3.45 RACE TO A CURE FOR MND EBF FILLIES’ RESTRICTED
NOVICE STAKES £8,100: 6F (8)

1 (4) 0 BRANDAISY 24 R Fahey 9-2 ............................ C Hardie
2 (8) 60 FAST LOVE 13 T Easterby 9-2 .......................D Fentiman
3 (6) SACRED ANGEL Charlie Johnston 9-2 ................... J Hart
4 (5) 44 WHOOP WHOOP 18 R Beckett 9-2 ................ Rossa Ryan
5 (7) 42 MAUNA LOA 24 (BF) R Fahey 9-0 .....................Oisin Orr
6 (3) VERY BLUE MOON D O’Meara 9-0 ................. D Tudhope

7 (2) 50 LADY DANDYLION 30 T Easterby 8-12 ................ D Allan
8 (1) 6 MUMMY PEAS 14 A Keatley 8-12 .................... C Murtagh
Betting: 6-4 Whoop Whoop, 5-2 Mauna Loa, 4-1 Sacred Angel, 10-1 others

4.15 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES HANDICAP
£10,308: 1M 2F (11)

1 (8)0040-0 ONEFORTHEGUTTER 45 I Williams 4-10-0.....R Kingscote
2 (11) 0-1016 EEETEE 14 (D) D O’Meara 5-9-13 .................... D Tudhope
3 (5)022052 MILLION THANKS 17 (BF) K P De Foy 4-9-12 .....B Sayette
4 (2) 25-114 COCKALORUM 8 (CD) R Fell & S Murray 8-9-11 .......J Hart
5 (7) 052-11 PROPHET’S DREAM 26 (D) Sir M Todd 4-9-9 .T Marquand
6 (6)003606 KNIGHT OF HONOUR 13 (D) R Fahey 4-9-6 ......... D Nolan
7 (4) 3-1216 MY LITTLE QUEENS 14 (D) R Fahey 5-9-5 ..........Oisin Orr
8 (10) 310-31 SHIMMERING SANDS 22 (T,D) M & D Easterby 4-9-5 S Gray
9 (3)0-3055 HIGHWAYGREY 9 (CD) T Easterby 7-9-1 .............. D Allan
10(9) 1215-5 FORCEFUL SPEED 84 (T,BF,CD) G Boughey 3-8-9 W Buick
11 (1) 402 PADDY THE SQUIRE 46 (T) I Jardine 3-8-8 ........ A Mullen
Betting: 7-2 Prophet’s Dream, 4-1 Shimmering Sands, 7-1 others

4.45 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES PONTEFRACT CASTLE FILLIES’
STAKES (FILLIES’ AND MARES’ LISTED) £44,816: 1M 4F (11)

1 (3) 6/4-31 LUISA CASATI 51 (D) T Ward 5-9-5...............R Kingscote
2 (10) 2/01-5 PENNYMOOR 36 (D) J & T Gosden 5-9-5.............W Buick
3 (1) 260-22 CAIUS CHORISTER 22 (BF,D) D Menuisier 4-9-2 B Sayette
4 (7) /360-3 CHING SHIH 51 D M Simcock 4-9-2....................L Morris
5 (9)0-1040 ICYKEL 37 (D) J P Murtagh (Ire) 4-9-2...............B M Coen
6 (6) 314-65 MADAME AMBASSADOR 32 (P,D) Charlie Johnston 4-9-2 J Fanning
7 (8) 4/15-5 ONE EVENING 29 J & T Gosden 4-9-2.................R Havlin
8 (4) 1210 SEA FLAWLESS 29 W Haggas 4-9-2 ............. T Marquand
9 (11) 1135-4 THANKS MONICA 51 (B,D) R Beckett 4-9-2 .......H Crouch

10(2) 601-20 THREE PRIESTS 54 (D) R Varian 4-9-2 ............. J Mitchell
11 (5) 150-53 VOODOO QUEEN 29 R Varian 4-9-2...............David Egan
Betting: 11-4 Luisa Casati, 4-1 Caius Chorister, 6-1 others

5.15 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES PONTEFRACT CUP HANDICAP
£10,308: 2M 2F (7)

1 (5)06-645 LAND OF WINTER 44 (B) R Guest 7-10-0..............D Allan
2 (7) 6-4631 HAIZOOM 18 Charlie Johnston 5-9-10 ...............J Fanning
3 (6) 023-10 CHAMPAGNE CITY 51 (P,CD) B Brookhouse 10-9-10 S Cherchi
4 (3) 664411 BLOW YOUR HORN 14 (P) I Williams 6-9-8 .... R Kingscote
5 (2)340-52 ADAMARIS J136 (B) A Keatley 6-9-7 ................ B Sayette
6 (1) -34613 FLINT HILL 13 (CD) Ruth Jefferson 7-9-1.................G Lee
7 (4) 011-32 COLD HENRY 12 Sara Ender 4-8-6.................David Egan
Betting: 3-1 Haizoom, 7-2 Blow Your Horn, 4-1 Flint Hill, 6-1 others

5.45 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES MIDDLE-DISTANCE HANDICAP
£16,493: 1M 4F (11)

1 (3) 2114-0 TAMILLA 29 (D) W Haggas 4-9-12.................T Marquand
2 (8)230-53 HASEEFAH 29 (D) A King 6-9-12 ........................ W Buick
3 (6) 53-413 GEREMIA 14 (BF,D) J Goldie 5-9-10 .............. P Mulrennan
4 (4) 155-23 WOOTTON’SUN 27 R Fahey 4-9-9 .................... Oisin Orr
5 (10) -41223 TWO BROTHERS 14 (V,D) M & D Easterby 5-9-5 B Garritty
6 (1) -40160 FAIRMAC 14 (B,D) Charlie Johnston 5-9-4 ..........F Norton
7 (9) 326-21 DERRY LAD 42 Kevin Coleman 5-9-3....................S Gray
8 (5) 3-5314 CARRIGILLIHY 13 (CD) T Easterby 5-8-12...............J Hart
9 (7) 644-16 FOX JOURNEY 22 (BF) Sir M Stoute 3-8-11 .... H Davies (3)
10(2)452124 BOLLIN MARGARET 8 (P,D) T Easterby 6-8-10......D Allan
11 (11) -12420 DEMILION 29 Charlie Johnston 3-8-9 ............... J Fanning
Betting: 5-1 Fox Journey, 11-2 Derry Lad, 6-1 Two Brothers, 7-1 others

6.15 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES 3YO MILE HANDICAP
£10,308: 1M (12)

1 (2) R52-12 SILVER SWORD 22 (D) Dylan Cunha 9-10 .... Greg Cheyne
2 (10) 0-1211 CONCORDE 52 (CD) G Boughey 9-10..................W Buick
3 (7) 4-3610 LUDO’S LANDING 18 (B,BF,D) Charlie Johnston 9-5 F Norton
4 (12) 51-032 VENETIAN 15 (D) Charlie Johnston 9-5 ............. J Fanning
5 (9) 3121-0 STAR PLAYER 31 (D) K P De Foy 9-4 ................B Sayette
6 (8) 0-5125 DANCING IN PARIS 22 (BF,D) I Williams 9-3 ....D Costello
7 (4) 41-045 OVERRULE 15 K R Burke 9-1 ..........................D Tudhope
8 (1) 44-226 THREE YORKSHIREMEN 26 (P) R Fahey 9-0 ......Oisin Orr
9 (11)2200-4 CRAVEN 29 R Fahey 8-11 ................................B Garritty
10(6)6-0016 ROYAL CAY 48 R Fahey 8-9 .............................C Hardie
11 (5)4-2432 TASEVER 13 (BF) T Easterby 8-6 ................... David Egan
12 (3)00-605 IMPULSIVE REACTION 12 T Easterby 8-4 ...... D Fentiman
Betting: 7-4 Concorde, 13-2 Silver Sword, 7-1 Venetian, 10-1 others

6.45 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES SPRINT HANDICAP
£16,493: 6F (16)

1 (7)4-0000 FOOLS RUSH IN 15 (D) J Goldie 5-9-12 ..........T Marquand
2 (15)2-6233 ABDUCTION 22 (D) J Goldie 5-9-9 ...............P Mulrennan
3 (1) 0-5000 ADMIRAL D 8 (P,D) R Fahey 4-9-8 ....................Oisin Orr
4 (9)-30001 FARO DE SAN JUAN 8 (T,D) Dylan Cunha 4-9-8 Greg Cheyne
5 (14)220-52 MOJOMAKER 14 (BF) D Loughnane 4-9-7.......Rossa Ryan
6 (4)006-00 JUST FRANK 39 (T,D) T Easterby 5-9-7 ..........D Fentiman
7 (5)-02200 MUSIC SOCIETY 15 (CD) T Easterby 8-9-5 .........P Dennis
8 (10)0-0005 GHATHANFAR 8 (P,CD) T Waggott 7-9-4 ............ D Nolan
9 (8)001250 THE THIN BLUE LINE 22 (D) K Dalgleish 5-9-3...J Fanning
10(12)135032 SHALAA ASKER 14 (P,D) A Keatley 5-9-1 ..........B Sayette
11 (6)-03030 RATHBONE 8 (P,CD) M Herrington 7-9-1..............T Eaves
12 (2) 21/232 MANILA SCOUSE 5 (T) T Easterby 4-9-1 .............. D Allan
13 (16) 6-0110 JORDAN ELECTRICS 14 (D) J Goldie 7-8-13 ........C Hardie
14 (11) 1-4052 MILBANKE 13 (D) R Carr 4-8-11.............................J Hart
15 (13) 24610- ORBITAL CHIME 232 (D) James Horton 3-8-10 P J McDonald
16 (3) 041-0 SAVE THE WORLD 42 (D) I Jardine 3-8-7 ........... A Mullen
Betting: 11-2 Faro De San Juan, 6-1 Milbanke, 7-1 others
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Sport 

Ascot
Going: good to firm
2.30 (7f) 1, Snellen (G F Carroll, 12-1); 2, Pearls 
And Rubies (7-4 fav); 3@, Golden Mind (12-1). 
3@, Oddyssey (125-1). 16 ran. NR: Quatre Bras. 
Hd, ½l. G P Cromwell.
3.05 (7f) 1, Age Of Kings (W M Lordan, 22-1); 
2, Zoology (22-1); 3, Streets Of Gold (28-1). 15 
ran. 1l, nk. A P O’Brien.
3.40 (6f) 1, Khaadem (J P Spencer, 80-1); 2, 
Sacred (9-1); 3, Highfield Princess (11-4 fav). 16
ran. Nk, 1¼l. C Hills.
4.20 (1m 3f 211yd) 1, Pyledriver (P J 
McDonald, 7-2); 2, West Wind Blows (13-2); 3, 
Changingoftheguard (7-1). 7 ran. NR: Hukum. 
1¼l, 1l. W Muir & C Grassick.
5.00 (6f) 1, Saint Lawrence (Hollie Doyle, 22-
1); 2, Apollo One (11-1); 3, Juan Les Pins (18-1). 
27 ran. NR: Tanmawwy. 1l, nk. A Watson.
5.35 (1m 1f 212yd) 1, Burdett Road (N Callan, 
20-1); 2, Lion Of War (9-2 Co fav); 3, Local 
Dynasty (9-2 Co fav). 15 ran. NR: First Sight, 
Like A Tiger. ¾l, 2¾l. M L W Bell.
6.10 (2m 5f 143yd) 1, Dawn Rising (R L Moore, 
2-1 fav); 2, The Grand Visir (9-1); 3, Run For Oscar
(3-1). 9 ran. NR: Goshen. ½l, 2¼l. J P O’Brien.
Jackpot Not won. Pool of £8,422.38 carried 
forward to Pontefract today. 

Placepot £26,384.30. Quadpot £137.30.

more power, and not really of the soft 
variety.

In certain circumstances, then, the
emergence of these “new global 
players” in sport is indeed associated 
with a concerted attempt to improve 
the nation’s image in other countries, 
or “sportswashing”; in other 
situations, however, this appears to 
be less likely. Similarly, investment in 
sport by these bodies may lead to 
opportunities to exercise soft power, 
but in some scenarios the power may 
be limited and in others there may be 
rather little that is “soft” about the 
power that is exercised. 

Middle Eastern investment in 
sports seems to involve the 
advancement of a range of tangible 
interests and the pursuit of multiple 
concrete goals, playing a part in a 
“changing world order”.

initiated by the Abu Dhabi group in 
the vicinity of the Etihad stadium. 

The fourth scenario also involves
ownership, but a more assertive, 
even aggressive, approach to the 
status quo. The prime example of this 
is the LIV merger with the PGA Tour 
in America and Europe’s DP World 
Tour, which followed a bitter and 
lengthy battle in the preceding 
months. 

The common interpretation is that
the merger was on the terms set by 
the Public Investment Fund of Saudi 
Arabia. Whether such a hostile 
challenge to an existing institutional 
structure draws attention away from 
the poor human rights record of the 
country in the way that some, such as 
Amnesty International, have argued 
is questionable. What is not in doubt 
is that this has given Saudi Arabia 

these arrangements can lead to 
positive impressions of the countries 
concerned with fans of the clubs and 
sports. The power and influence of 
organisations that use sponsorship is 
probably more limited, however, 
than investments that entail 
ownership as the relationships 
between sponsors and sport are fixed 
in duration and, to some extent, 
constitute “arms-length” 
transactions.

The third scenario is ownership 
with the acquirers working within the 
existing structures of the sport. In a 
first for the US, late last year, NBA 
owners unexpectedly shifted 
position, allowing foreign 
institutional investors, including 
sovereign wealth funds, to acquire up 

to 20 per cent of a team. In other 
countries, Middle Eastern 
organisations have been able to build 
full or controlling stakes and work 
within an existing institutional 
structure, and indeed succeed, 
within this structure. The takeover of 
Newcastle United by the Public 
Investment Fund of Saudi Arabia and 
the success the club has had within 
the Premier League is a case in point. 

The ability to exercise soft power,
working within the existing 
architecture of the sport, is certainly 
a possible outcome, and opening up 
opportunities for other Saudi-based 
entities — witness the Sela 
sponsorship deal — is a further 
element of this. A move to project a 
positive vision of their nationality is 
also evident in some cases of this 
sort, such as the outreach activities 

→ Continued from page 17 Middle Eastern
investment in 
sports seems 
to involve the 
advancement 
of a range 
of tangible 
interests

Manila Scouse (6.45 Pontefract)
This lightly raced sprinter has shaped 
well on all three starts this year over 
the minimum trip and looks sure to 
improve now that he steps up in 
distance here.

He stayed on strongly when 
beaten a length at Beverley last time, 
pulling well clear of the rest of the 
field.

Able to race off the same handicap
mark here and well drawn in stall two, 
Manila Scouse is open to plenty of 
improvement after just seven starts. 
He can get off the mark for the year.

ROB WRIGHT’S
TIP OF THE DAY

TODAY’S RACECARDS

RACING RESULTS Ayr
Going: good
1.15 (6f) 1, Jehangeer (T Eaves, Evens fav); 2, 
Nighteyes (9-2); 3, Golden Trick (18-1). 9 ran. 
Nk, 1¾l. K A Ryan. 
1.50 (5f) 1, Sir Titus (S A Gray, 4-1); 2, Sound 
Reason (14-1); 3, Kuwait City (100-30 fav). 8 
ran. ½l, nk. M Dods. 
2.24 (7f 50yd) 1, B Associates (P Mulrennan, 
15-8 fav); 2, Yorkstone (5-1); 3, Dee See Are 
(50-1). 9 ran. Sh hd, 1½l. J S Goldie. 
2.59 (1m 5f 26yd) 1, Kihavah (W J Lee, 13-8 
fav); 2, Prydwen (12-1); 3, Nolton Cross (22-1). 
11 ran. Hd, ¾l. A Keatley. 
3.34 (5f) 1, Makarova (P Mulrennan, 7-1); 2, 
Marine Wave (11-1); 3, Royal Aclaim (7-4 fav). 
10 ran. 1¼l, ½l. E Walker. 
4.14 (6f) 1, Novak (William Pyle, 7-2 fav); 2, 
The Caltonian (50-1); 3, Huddle Up (17-2). 9 
ran. NR: One Last Hug, Our Absent Friends, 
Slainte Mhath, Wrecked It Ralph. ½l, sh hd. I 
Jardine. 
4.54 (7f 50yd) 1, Clarinbridge (Darragh 
Keenan, 25-1); 2, Willing To Please (100-30 
fav); 3, Bonito Cavalo (7-2). 11 ran. NR: Hollis 
Brown. 1¼l, 4l. N C Kelly. 
Placepot £17.40. Quadpot £7.90.

Newmarket
Going: good (good to firm in places)
1.32 (7f) 1, Ancient Wisdom (James Doyle, 1-6 
fav); 2, Never So Brave (10-1); 3, Travolta (15-
2). 5 ran. NR: North View. 1¾l, 2l. C Appleby. 

2.07 (6f) 1, Sophia’s Starlight (Oliver 
Stammers, 7-4 fav); 2, Just Janet (7-1); 3, 
Torfrida (5-1). 10 ran. NR: Mereside Diva, My 
Delilah. 1¾l, hd. Grant Tuer.
2.42 (1m) 1, Imperial Emperor (James Doyle, 
1-3 fav); 2, Sniper’s Eye (8-1); 3, Battista (5-1). 
6 ran. 2¾l, 2½l. C Appleby.
3.17 (1m 6f) 1, King Eagle (A J Farragher, 
85-40 fav); 2, Traila (12-1); 3, Temporize (13-2). 
7 ran. Nk, 1l. N J Henderson.
3.52 (7f) 1, Ararat (P Cosgrave, 17-2); 2, 
Marinara (12-1); 3, Bishop’s Crown (20-1). 8 
ran. NR: Baccarat Baby, Concert Boy. 1¼l, nk. 
D M Simcock. 
4.32 (7f) 1, Magical Max (Ray Dawson, 100-30 
fav); 2, Danzart (15-2); 3, Hot Chesnut (7-2). 8 
ran. ¾l, 1½l. I Furtado.
5.09 (6f) 1, Temple Bruer (Callum Shepherd, 
16-1); 2, Ataser (11-2); 3, The Green Man (11-8 
fav). 8 ran. 2¼l, nk. M Murphy & M Keady.
Placepot £81.30. Quadpot £40.20.

Perth
Going: good to soft (good in places)
1.42 (2m 47yd hdle) 1, Gortmillish (S Bowen, 
4-6 fav); 2, The Sad Shepherd (18-1); 3, Conquer
The Breeze (80-1). 7 ran. 12l, 2¼l. G Elliott. 
2.17 (2m 7f 180yd ch) 1, Petrastar (Thomas 
Bellamy, 10-3); 2, Cardamon Hill (6-4 fav). 4 
ran. 30l, D J Jeffreys. 
2.52 (2m 4f 35yd hdle) 1, Themanintheboots 
(S Bowen, 11-1); 2, Minella Youngy (13-8 fav); 3, 
Malangen (5-1). 9 ran. NR: Bella Bluesky, 
Gamigin. 5½l, 3l. G Elliott. 

3.27 (2m ch) 1, Captain Ivan (Patrick Cowley, 
11-4); 2, Sao (9-2); 3, Lermoos Legend (5-4 
fav). 5 ran. 1l, 4¼l. L Morgan. 
4.07 (2m 7f 180yd ch) 1, Saint Arvans (Conor 
Rabbitt, 13-2); 2, Presentandcounting (9-4); 3, 
Ballykeel (11-8 fav). 5 ran. NR: Definite Plan. 5l, 
21l. M A Barnes. 
4.42 (2m 47yd hdle) 1, Garde Des Champs (B 
S Hughes, 7-2); 2, Gavin (85-40 fav); 3, 
Russian Virtue (100-30). 7 ran. 11l, sh hd. K 
Dalgleish.
5.17 (2m 7f 207yd hdle) 1, Doune Castle (Mr O 
McGill, 7-2); 2, Rickety Gate (6-1); 3, Ultra 
Violet (4-1). 7 ran. 6½l, 1¼l. N C Kelly. 
Placepot £106.20.
Quadpot £12.20.

Redcar
Going: good (good to firm in places)
1.37 (5f 217yd) 1, Brave Empire (David Egan, 
6-5 fav); 2, Dark Encounter (7-1); 3, Woodleigh 
(14-1). 13 ran. NR: Angel Of The Bay. 3½l, 1¼l. R 
Varian.
2.12 (1m 5f 218yd) 1, Mirrie Dancers (David 
Egan, 9-4 fav); 2, Marbuzet (5-1); 3, Spantik (7-
1). 10 ran. 1l, ½l. R Fell & S Murray.
2.47 (7f 219yd) 1, Tacitus (D Swift, 10-1); 2, 
Strictly Dreaming (22-1); 3, Revoquable (7-2). 
8 ran. NR: Jazz Samba, Masterpainter, 
Powerful Response, Vondelpark, Zafaan. 1½l, 
hd. T Collier.
3.22 (7f) 1, Cruyff Turn (D Allan, 9-2); 2, 
Hickory (7-2); 3, Mudamer (5-2 fav). 6 ran. NR: 
Amber Island, Woven. ¾l, ½l. T D Easterby. 

4.02 (5f) 1, Russet Gold (David Egan, 11-8 
fav); 2, Paddy’s Day (28-1); 3, Match Play (4-1). 
7 ran. NR: Lakota Blue. ¾l, nk. R Varian. 
4.38 (5f 217yd) 1, Oneforsue (G Lee, 11-8 fav); 
2, Sidney’s Son (11-2); 3, Rooska (6-4). 5 ran. 
1¼l, 5½l. P T Midgley.
5.13 (5f 217yd) 1, Spirit In My Soul (D Swift, 
5-1); 2, Glendown (3-1 fav); 3, Aurora Glory (8-
1). 13 ran. NR: Heart Of Sofia. ns, 1l. D Carroll.
Placepot £100.80.

Quadpot £57.40.

Haydock Park
Going: good (good to firm in places)
6.00 (1m 3f 140yd) 1, Chronograph (R 
Coakley, 5-6 fav); 2, Weigh Anchor (25-1); 3, 
Eagle Fang (6-1). 6 ran. 3¾l, 1¼l. H Palmer.

Lingfield Park
Going: good to firm (good in places)
5.50 (1m 2f) 1, Eklil (Rossa Ryan, 6-1); 2, 
Moonlit Cloud (85-40 fav); 3, Kodiman (16-5). 
6 ran. ½l, 1¾l. Rae Guest.

Down Royal
Going: yielding (good to yielding in places)
2.00 (1m 2f 75yd) 1, Dutch Gold (L F Roche, 
3-1); 2, Hutton Glen (7-2); 3, The Great 
Kingdom (11-1). 8 ran. NR: Cosmic Lady, San 
Guido, Tom Red. 8l, 1¾l. N Meade. 
2.35 (1m 2f 75yd) 1, Picture Of A City (D 
McMonagle, 5-2 fav); 2, Mobilise (4-1); 3, Navy 
Beach (6-1). 10 ran. 2¾l, ¾l. A Oliver. 

3.10 (1m 2f 75yd) 1, Pinot Gris (D McMonagle, 
5-1 fav); 2, Stormy Jenn (11-2); 3, 
Gracesolution (11-2). 14 ran. NR: 
Reverberation. ¾l, 2½l. G P Cromwell. 
3.45 (1m 2f 75yd) 1, Enfranchise (G M Ryan, 
16-1); 2, Grecian Slipper (5-1); 3, Celtic Crown 
(17-2). 9 ran. ns, ½l. J J Hanlon. 
4.25 (1m 4f 175yd) 1, Tower Of London (K K 
Hennessy, 5-2 fav); 2, Ibrahimovic (9-2); 3, 
Hippodrome (17-2). 9 ran. 4¼l, 1½l. A P O’Brien.
5.05 (1m 4f 175yd) 1, Londonofficecallin (L F 
Roche, 9-2); 2, Stoke The Fire (5-4 fav); 3, All 
In Peder (13-2). 12 ran. NR: Darkened, 
Lissadell, Military Hill, No Hassle, Your Honor. 
¾l, 1¾l. E McNamara. 
5.40 (1m 4f 175yd) 1, Merlin Giant (C T Keane, 
8-11 fav); 2, Impero (15-2); 3, Wasthatok (22-1). 
9 ran. NR: Moon Over Claddagh. 3l, ns. E 
Mullins. 
Placepot €31.40.

Limerick
Going: good to yielding
5.23 (7f) 1, Artemis Jones (B M Coen, 11-4); 2, 
Pivotal Revive (Evens fav); 3, Paradise Perfect 
(100-30). 10 ran. NR: Mary Makebelieve, Tip 
The Can. 2½l, ½l. J P Murtagh.
5.55 (7f) 1, Saturn Seven (D W O’Connor, 5-1); 
2, Sir John Monash (14-1); 3, Toughen Up (7-2). 
9 ran. NR: Parana Delta, Semblance Of Order. 
½l, 1¼l. K J Condon.
6.25 (7f) 1, Lady Arwen (J Coen, 3-1 jt-fav); 2, 
Royal Pippen (14-1); 3, Racing Royalty (16-1). 9 
ran. ½l, 2¼l. C O’Dwyer.

Ffos Las
Going: good to firm-good in places Sky Sports Racing
Rob Wright’s tips: 2.00 Heed The Call 2.30 Notre Maison 
3.05 Beyond Equal 3.35 Solution 4.05 Merlin The Wizard 
4.35 Sympathise 5.05 Shibuya Song

2.00 MUMBLES BREWERY RESTRICTED NOVICE STAKES 
£3,564: 5F (8)

1 (4) 10 PARKSIDE BOY 46 (D) John O’Donoghue 9-11.T Fisher (5)
2 (8) 416 HEED THE CALL 21 (P,D) A Watson 9-4 ...............H Doyle
3 (7) 054 PART TIME BRITAIN 52 P Evans 9-4 ..................B Curtis
4 (2) 026 RELENTLESS WARRIOR 16 A Balding 9-4.........O Murphy
5 (6) 00 ROCKINTHEFREEWORLD 17 A Watson 9-4 ........C Bishop
6 (5) ROSARIO R Teal 9-4........................................G Rooke
7 (1) 4 KITTY BENNET 13 E Walker 8-13 .................... S Osborne
8 (3) 2 KOJI 17 (BF) H & R Charlton 8-11 ...................K Shoemark
Betting: 7-4 Heed The Call, 9-4 Koji, 13-2 Relentless Warrior, 8-1 others

2.30 WELSH COTTAGE CAKES CLASSIFIED STAKES
£3,245: 5F (8)

1 (3)34-000 EPEIUS 15 (V) J Tickle 10-9-9 ........................T Fisher (5)
2 (5)040045 GRIGGY 10 (B) A Wintle 7-9-9...........................Doubtful
3 (2)505233 MASTER SULLY 12 (P,BF,D) R Teal 5-9-9 ............G Rooke
4 (1) 005045 MR PC 12 (D) A Carroll 5-9-9 ............................. B Curtis
5 (7) 46-501 NOTRE MAISON 12 (P,D) W Kittow 4-9-9...........R Hornby
6 (6)/000-0 SWISS MAGIC 30 A Wintle 5-9-9.......................F Marsh
7 (8)4-0000 KODI DANCER 10 (B,D) M Murphy & M Keady 3-9-3 H Doyle
8 (4)0-5205 PEARLY GAITS 30 W G M Turner 3-9-3...Gina Mangan (3)
Betting: 5-4 Notre Maison, 2-1 Master Sully, 7-1 Mr Pc, 10-1 others

3.05 DECUS RESEARCH LTD HANDICAP
£3,873: 6F (8)

1 (2)3-5400 BEYOND EQUAL 27 (H,P,CD) W Kittow 8-10-1.....R Hornby
2 (6)60-403 AMAZONIAN DREAM 16 (B,D) B Millman 4-10-1 .O Murphy
3 (1) 6-4102 VAPE 18 (P,D) J Flint 6-9-12 ............................... H Doyle
4 (7) 01-246 DYNAMITE KATIE 18 G Harris 3-9-8 .................. K O’Neill
5 (4)5560-0 ENDOWED 78 (P,T,D) J Flint 6-9-8 ........................W Cox
6 (8) 01-3 HYDRATION 41 H & R Charlton 3-9-7 ............K Shoemark
7 (3)0430-D REINFORCE 26 John O’Donoghue 3-9-5..............B Curtis
8 (5)0-5642 MAJOR GATSBY 13 (B) W G M Turner 4-9-4 Gina Mangan (3)
Betting: 9-4 Vape, 7-2 Hydration, 9-2 Beyond Equal, 5-1 others

3.35 DIPLOMAT HOTEL HANDICAP
£3,245: 1M 4F (7)

1 (4)345003 MUJID 18 (CD) J Tickle 8-9-12 ....................... T Fisher (5)
2 (3)040-00 REMEDIUM 69 (P) B J Llewellyn 5-9-10 Jordan Williams (5)
3 (2)50/50- ASCOT DAY 386 (P,CD) B J Llewellyn 9-9-10 C Hutchinson (3)
4 (7) 56-451 ROYAL DREAM 13 (T) E Dunlop 3-9-9...............O Murphy
5 (5) 00-0 SOLUTION 23 R Beckett 3-9-6.........................R Hornby
6 (6)4-4022 DENIS ANTHONY 17 (BF) J Fanshawe 3-9-6 ......... R Scott
7 (1) -52021 SEXY REXY 73 (P) G Harris 3-8-13......................H Doyle
Betting: 2-1 Royal Dream, 3-1 Denis Anthony, 7-2 Sexy Rexy, 9-2 others

4.05 3AS LEISURE HANDICAP
£5,129: 7F (5)

1 (4) 0-4011 BAILEYSGUTFEELING 8 (D) Mrs N Evans 4-10-4 B Loughnane (3)
2 (1) 5062-5 TOLLARD ROYAL 74 (H,BF) G Boughey 4-10-4.....B Curtis
3 (3) 2-51 MERLIN THE WIZARD 18 (D) H & R Charlton 3-9-5 H Doyle
4 (5) 21106 WOODSTOCK 30 Jack Channon 3-9-0 .............. C Bishop
5 (2)220-50 FREQUENT FLYER 51 (V) A Balding 3-8-8 ......... O Murphy
Betting: 15-8 Baileysgutfeeling, 9-4 Merlin The Wizard, 3-1 others

4.35 KEN MEREDITH MEMORIAL HANDICAP
£3,245: 7F (11)

1 (6) 50-211 SYMPATHISE 40 (H,D) V Dartnall 5-9-12 Rhiain Ingram (3)
2 (9)2-0000 THEWAYTOTHESTARS 16 (P) G Harris 4-9-11 C Hutchinson (3)
3 (11)603265 MADRINHO 20 (V,D) A Carroll 10-9-9 ................. H Doyle
4 (10)020600 PORTELET BAY 30 (T,V) P Evans 5-9-9...............B Curtis
5 (7)35-060 LILANDRA 40 (P) J Flint 6-9-7 ...................... T Fisher (5)
6 (5)002402 BALLET BLANC 15 R J Price 4-9-6.....Millie Wonnacott (5)
7 (3)60-003 WIFF WAFF 15 (P) A Wintle 8-9-5 ........... Gina Mangan (3)
8 (1) 6-0450 THE COLA KID 23 (B,T) G Harris 6-9-4...............K O’Neill
9 (4)040045 GRIGGY 10 (B) A Wintle 7-9-4................B Loughnane (3)
10(2)0-0650 LATENT HEAT 20 (D) A Carroll 7-9-3 ................ R Hornby
11 (8)400-66 TRANQUILLITY 24 (T) H Morrison 3-8-9 ...........O Murphy
Betting: 6-4 Sympathise, 6-1 Tranquillity, 7-1 Madrinho, 8-1 others

5.05 POUNDFFALD INN APPRENTICE HANDICAP
£3,873: 1M 6F (6)

1 (3) 3/30-3 RED ROYALIST 23 (P,T) M Murphy & M Keady 9-10-2 B Loughnane
2 (2) 2325-5 SHIBUYA SONG 24 (P) R Phillips 4-9-13........C Planas (3)
3 (1) 0/0051 LUSAKA 15 (P) J Flint 5-9-11 ......................... T Fisher (3)
4 (5)460-00 BEGGARMAN 18 (P,D) H Morrison 6-9-6 ........... P-L Jamin
5 (4)52-533 THIS ONES FOR FRED 24 (V,D) P Evans 5-9-5 Isabel Williams
6 (6)625665 KITTEN’S DREAM 12 (B,D) S Dixon 6-9-3 ...........Doubtful
Betting: Evens Lusaka, 3-1 Red Royalist, 6-1 This Ones For Fred, 8-1 others

Hexham
Going: good-good to soft in places Sky Sports Racing
Rob Wright’s tips: 1.45 Joie De Vivre 2.15 Grand Du Nord 
2.45 Imperial Data 3.20 Fenna’s Loss 3.53 Kicksaftersix 
4.23 Follow Your Arrow 4.53 Tineggiori

1.45 PAXTON’S ARE CASE IH’S NO. 1 DEALER CONDITIONAL
JOCKEYS’ HANDICAP HURDLE £4,621: 2M (10)

1 000P-1 BERGENTOWN 15 J Candlish 6-12-0........................L Stones
2 /3405- JOIE DE VIVRE F50 (V,D) M Todhunter 8-11-13..........T Gillard
3 406-00 MALANGEN 14 (D) Miss L Harrison 8-11-13.....W Shanahan (3)
4 0/500- A SHINING MOON F13 (P) P Midgley 5-11-10...........T Midgley
5 U/00-6 EDMOND DANTES 40 (P,T) F Murtagh 7-11-6 .........L Murtagh
6 533-06 COUP DE GOLD 8 (P) D Thompson 7-11-5 ............A Anderson
7 /604-2 BURNAGE BOY F12 (V) M Hammond 7-10-12 . J Thompson (10)
8 024-6P STRONG TEAM 16 (V,CD) C Grant 10-10-11 ........... C M Quirke
9 0P43-0 SNOWED IN 46 (P,D) Lizzie Quinlan 14-10-10 Conor Rabbitt (3)
10 3/0P3- KILCARAGH BOY 89 (T,C,D) R Armson 14-10-6.......P Armson
Betting: 2-1 Bergentown, 7-2 Burnage Boy, 8-1 others

2.15 DOWNLOAD THE AT THE RACES APP NOVICES’ 
HANDICAP HURDLE £4,885: 2M 7F (8)

1 0532-3 GRAND DU NORD 43 (P) M Hammond 7-12-0........C O’Farrell
2 23-165 FAIRLAND 26 C Grant 6-11-5..........................C M Quirke (5)
3 032-04 PIPERS CROSS 22 S Forster 6-10-8 ..................... B Lynn (3)
4 00P-31 CLASSIC LADY 22 (P,T,CD) M Walford 8-10-4 ....... J Hamilton
5 P6-30P COMEONRITA 22 J Haynes 5-10-3...............Thomas Dowson
6 004-13 BUTO 22 (T,V,CD) M Hammond 6-10-2..........J Thompson (10)
7 06P-50 BLAME ROSE 22 (T) S Corbett 6-10-2 .................. N Moscrop
8 /0P0-5 ELUSIVE RED 33 (P) F Murtagh 9-10-2 ..................L Murtagh
Betting: 9-4 Classic Lady, 3-1 Grand Du Nord, 7-2 Buto, 5-1 others

2.45 VIEW OUR STATIC CARAVANS MAIDEN HURDLE 
£4,901: 2M 4F (11)

1 0-UP ALCANTANGO 33 G Bewley 6-11-4 ....................J Bewley (3)
2 40-534 BUSHMILL BOY 8 (P) D Thompson 9-11-4 ...... J Thompson (7)
3 26-F0 FOXWOOD 8 G Bewley 5-11-4 ........................ D McMenamin
4 FP1-2 IMPERIAL DATA 33 R Menzies 6-11-4 .................... B Hughes
5 /5-360 KOPA KILANA 16 (T) M Barnes 6-11-4 ......... Conor Rabbitt (7)

6 0P- THIS IS BOB 221 S Corbett 5-11-4........................N Moscrop
7 0600-3 MONTY NEVETT 40 J O’Keeffe 4-10-12...................H Brooke
8 2223-2 CHAMPAGNESOCIALIST 14 (P) J McConnell (Ire) 7-10-11 S Bowen
9 0-P0 LOOSE MOOSE 8 H Graham & G Rutherford 5-10-11 S Mulqueen
10 5000-0 THORSDA 8 T Davidson 6-10-11 .................. Thomas Dowson
11 036F-3 YOU SAY ITS OVER 49 M Hammond 5-10-11 .........C O’Farrell
Betting: Evens Champagnesocialist, 9-4 Imperial Data, 5-1 others

3.20 JETHROS OF HALTWHISTLE CAFE AND RESTAURANT
HANDICAP HURDLE £5,624: 2M 4F (7)

1 035-R2 WATERGRANGE JACK 34 (P,D) N Mulholland 7-12-0 S Twiston-Davies
2 1430P- WOR VERGE 93 (P,T,C) S Corbett 10-11-12 ............ N Moscrop
3 0100-4 COUSU MAIN 39 S Corbett 7-11-10....................Craig Nichol
4 F533-0 DELUXE RANGE 40 (P) A M Thomson 8-11-9..........L Dobb (7)
5 02P40- FENNA’S LOSS 118 (T,D) M Walford 6-11-5 ............ J Hamilton
6 336-41 LORD CAPRIO F18 (T,CD) B Haslam 8-11-3 ..........R McLernon
7 PP60-0 FARON 14 (T) W Coltherd 5-11-1 ............................. H Brooke
Betting: 5-4 Watergrange Jack, 7-4 Lord Caprio, 8-1 others

3.53 FIRST-CLASS CATERING FROM FALCONS EVENTS
NOVICES’ HANDICAP CHASE £6,152: 2M (3)

1 1115/3 GUINNESS AFFAIR 25 (T) J Snowden 7-12-0.........G Sheehan
2 300-55 ROYLE STEEL 16 (P) M Hammond 5-10-10.............C O’Farrell
3 05-021 KICKSAFTERSIX 8 (H,CD) M Todhunter 7-10-5 ..Sean Quinlan
Betting: 4-6 Kicksaftersix, 15-8 Guinness Affair, 7-1 Royle Steel

4.23 LANGLEY CASTLE AN AWARD WINNING HOTEL HANDICAP
CHASE £5,941: 2M 4F (7)

1 35P-14 EXIT TO WHERE 28 (P,T,BF) I Jardine 9-12-0.........C O’Farrell
2 /4P-P2 CILLUIRID 24 (T) T Easterby 9-11-12.....................J Hamilton
3 0P4-54 GRANGE RANGER 22 (T,V) M Hammond 11-11-11......B Hughes
4 2P0-23 FOLLOW YOUR ARROW 29 (BF,CD) G Bewley 7-11-9 J Bewley (3)
5 322-53 CROAGH PATRICK 8 (T,CD) S England 8-11-3.........J England
6 0-P535 DOLLY DANCER 8 (P,T,C) M Barnes 9-10-11 .Conor Rabbitt (7)
7 46-30F DR SHIROCCO 22 S Forster 8-10-2........................H Brooke
Betting: 3-1 Cilluirid, 4-1 Follow Your Arrow, 9-2 Exit To Where, 5-1 others

4.53 JOIN US ON 6TH SEPTEMBER OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
£2,614: 2M (10)

1 5P1- DREAM BOY 65 W Coltherd 11-2 ...................... Sean Quinlan
2 4 JINGLE JANGLE JET 34 P Kirby 11-2..............J Williamson (5)
3 6- THE SCAN MAN 78 D McCain 11-2 .............. Abbie McCain (5)
4 J C INTERNATIONAL R Fell & S Murray 10-11 .......... B Hughes
5 0- TINEGGIORI 80 M Walford 10-11..........................J Hamilton
6 0-4 SOLWAY STAREE 14 Miss L Harrison 10-9....Thomas Dowson
7 ANNY MCPHEE K Scott 10-4 ............................... B Lynn (3)
8 5 MARLINS DARLIN 34 M Hammond 10-4.......J Thompson (10)
9 P RORY’S STORY 35 (H,T) T Davidson 10-4..................H Reed
10 21-0 TAKE IT UPSTAIRS 37 T Easterby 10-4................N Moscrop
Betting: 3-1 J C International, 4-1 Dream Boy, 5-1 Tineggiori, 13-2 others

Pontefract
Going: good-good to firm in places Racing TV
Rob Wright’s tips: 3.45 Whoop Whoop (nb) 4.15 Shimmering 
Sands 4.45 Voodoo Queen 5.15 Flint Hill 5.45 Haseefah 
6.15 Concorde 6.45 Manila Scouse (nap)

3.45 RACE TO A CURE FOR MND EBF FILLIES’ RESTRICTED
NOVICE STAKES £8,100: 6F (8)

1 (4) 0 BRANDAISY 24 R Fahey 9-2 ............................ C Hardie
2 (8) 60 FAST LOVE 13 T Easterby 9-2 .......................D Fentiman
3 (6) SACRED ANGEL Charlie Johnston 9-2 ................... J Hart
4 (5) 44 WHOOP WHOOP 18 R Beckett 9-2 ................ Rossa Ryan
5 (7) 42 MAUNA LOA 24 (BF) R Fahey 9-0 .....................Oisin Orr
6 (3) VERY BLUE MOON D O’Meara 9-0 ................. D Tudhope

7 (2) 50 LADY DANDYLION 30 T Easterby 8-12 ................ D Allan
8 (1) 6 MUMMY PEAS 14 A Keatley 8-12 .................... C Murtagh
Betting: 6-4 Whoop Whoop, 5-2 Mauna Loa, 4-1 Sacred Angel, 10-1 others

4.15 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES HANDICAP
£10,308: 1M 2F (11)

1 (8)0040-0 ONEFORTHEGUTTER 45 I Williams 4-10-0.....R Kingscote
2 (11) 0-1016 EEETEE 14 (D) D O’Meara 5-9-13 .................... D Tudhope
3 (5)022052 MILLION THANKS 17 (BF) K P De Foy 4-9-12 .....B Sayette
4 (2) 25-114 COCKALORUM 8 (CD) R Fell & S Murray 8-9-11 .......J Hart
5 (7) 052-11 PROPHET’S DREAM 26 (D) Sir M Todd 4-9-9 .T Marquand
6 (6)003606 KNIGHT OF HONOUR 13 (D) R Fahey 4-9-6 ......... D Nolan
7 (4) 3-1216 MY LITTLE QUEENS 14 (D) R Fahey 5-9-5 ..........Oisin Orr
8 (10) 310-31 SHIMMERING SANDS 22 (T,D) M & D Easterby 4-9-5 S Gray
9 (3)0-3055 HIGHWAYGREY 9 (CD) T Easterby 7-9-1 .............. D Allan
10(9) 1215-5 FORCEFUL SPEED 84 (T,BF,CD) G Boughey 3-8-9 W Buick
11 (1) 402 PADDY THE SQUIRE 46 (T) I Jardine 3-8-8 ........ A Mullen
Betting: 7-2 Prophet’s Dream, 4-1 Shimmering Sands, 7-1 others

4.45 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES PONTEFRACT CASTLE FILLIES’
STAKES (FILLIES’ AND MARES’ LISTED) £44,816: 1M 4F (11)

1 (3) 6/4-31 LUISA CASATI 51 (D) T Ward 5-9-5...............R Kingscote
2 (10) 2/01-5 PENNYMOOR 36 (D) J & T Gosden 5-9-5.............W Buick
3 (1) 260-22 CAIUS CHORISTER 22 (BF,D) D Menuisier 4-9-2 B Sayette
4 (7) /360-3 CHING SHIH 51 D M Simcock 4-9-2....................L Morris
5 (9)0-1040 ICYKEL 37 (D) J P Murtagh (Ire) 4-9-2...............B M Coen
6 (6) 314-65 MADAME AMBASSADOR 32 (P,D) Charlie Johnston 4-9-2 J Fanning
7 (8) 4/15-5 ONE EVENING 29 J & T Gosden 4-9-2.................R Havlin
8 (4) 1210 SEA FLAWLESS 29 W Haggas 4-9-2 ............. T Marquand
9 (11) 1135-4 THANKS MONICA 51 (B,D) R Beckett 4-9-2 .......H Crouch

10(2) 601-20 THREE PRIESTS 54 (D) R Varian 4-9-2 ............. J Mitchell
11 (5) 150-53 VOODOO QUEEN 29 R Varian 4-9-2...............David Egan
Betting: 11-4 Luisa Casati, 4-1 Caius Chorister, 6-1 others

5.15 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES PONTEFRACT CUP HANDICAP
£10,308: 2M 2F (7)

1 (5)06-645 LAND OF WINTER 44 (B) R Guest 7-10-0..............D Allan
2 (7) 6-4631 HAIZOOM 18 Charlie Johnston 5-9-10 ...............J Fanning
3 (6) 023-10 CHAMPAGNE CITY 51 (P,CD) B Brookhouse 10-9-10 S Cherchi
4 (3) 664411 BLOW YOUR HORN 14 (P) I Williams 6-9-8 .... R Kingscote
5 (2)340-52 ADAMARIS J136 (B) A Keatley 6-9-7 ................ B Sayette
6 (1) -34613 FLINT HILL 13 (CD) Ruth Jefferson 7-9-1.................G Lee
7 (4) 011-32 COLD HENRY 12 Sara Ender 4-8-6.................David Egan
Betting: 3-1 Haizoom, 7-2 Blow Your Horn, 4-1 Flint Hill, 6-1 others

5.45 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES MIDDLE-DISTANCE HANDICAP
£16,493: 1M 4F (11)

1 (3) 2114-0 TAMILLA 29 (D) W Haggas 4-9-12.................T Marquand
2 (8)230-53 HASEEFAH 29 (D) A King 6-9-12 ........................ W Buick
3 (6) 53-413 GEREMIA 14 (BF,D) J Goldie 5-9-10 .............. P Mulrennan
4 (4) 155-23 WOOTTON’SUN 27 R Fahey 4-9-9 .................... Oisin Orr
5 (10) -41223 TWO BROTHERS 14 (V,D) M & D Easterby 5-9-5 B Garritty
6 (1) -40160 FAIRMAC 14 (B,D) Charlie Johnston 5-9-4 ..........F Norton
7 (9) 326-21 DERRY LAD 42 Kevin Coleman 5-9-3....................S Gray
8 (5) 3-5314 CARRIGILLIHY 13 (CD) T Easterby 5-8-12...............J Hart
9 (7) 644-16 FOX JOURNEY 22 (BF) Sir M Stoute 3-8-11 .... H Davies (3)
10(2)452124 BOLLIN MARGARET 8 (P,D) T Easterby 6-8-10......D Allan
11 (11) -12420 DEMILION 29 Charlie Johnston 3-8-9 ............... J Fanning
Betting: 5-1 Fox Journey, 11-2 Derry Lad, 6-1 Two Brothers, 7-1 others

6.15 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES 3YO MILE HANDICAP
£10,308: 1M (12)

1 (2) R52-12 SILVER SWORD 22 (D) Dylan Cunha 9-10 .... Greg Cheyne
2 (10) 0-1211 CONCORDE 52 (CD) G Boughey 9-10..................W Buick
3 (7) 4-3610 LUDO’S LANDING 18 (B,BF,D) Charlie Johnston 9-5 F Norton
4 (12) 51-032 VENETIAN 15 (D) Charlie Johnston 9-5 ............. J Fanning
5 (9) 3121-0 STAR PLAYER 31 (D) K P De Foy 9-4 ................B Sayette
6 (8) 0-5125 DANCING IN PARIS 22 (BF,D) I Williams 9-3 ....D Costello
7 (4) 41-045 OVERRULE 15 K R Burke 9-1 ..........................D Tudhope
8 (1) 44-226 THREE YORKSHIREMEN 26 (P) R Fahey 9-0 ......Oisin Orr
9 (11)2200-4 CRAVEN 29 R Fahey 8-11 ................................B Garritty
10(6)6-0016 ROYAL CAY 48 R Fahey 8-9 .............................C Hardie
11 (5)4-2432 TASEVER 13 (BF) T Easterby 8-6 ................... David Egan
12 (3)00-605 IMPULSIVE REACTION 12 T Easterby 8-4 ...... D Fentiman
Betting: 7-4 Concorde, 13-2 Silver Sword, 7-1 Venetian, 10-1 others

6.45 SKY BET SUNDAY SERIES SPRINT HANDICAP
£16,493: 6F (16)

1 (7)4-0000 FOOLS RUSH IN 15 (D) J Goldie 5-9-12 ..........T Marquand
2 (15)2-6233 ABDUCTION 22 (D) J Goldie 5-9-9 ...............P Mulrennan
3 (1) 0-5000 ADMIRAL D 8 (P,D) R Fahey 4-9-8 ....................Oisin Orr
4 (9)-30001 FARO DE SAN JUAN 8 (T,D) Dylan Cunha 4-9-8 Greg Cheyne
5 (14)220-52 MOJOMAKER 14 (BF) D Loughnane 4-9-7.......Rossa Ryan
6 (4)006-00 JUST FRANK 39 (T,D) T Easterby 5-9-7 ..........D Fentiman
7 (5)-02200 MUSIC SOCIETY 15 (CD) T Easterby 8-9-5 .........P Dennis
8 (10)0-0005 GHATHANFAR 8 (P,CD) T Waggott 7-9-4 ............ D Nolan
9 (8)001250 THE THIN BLUE LINE 22 (D) K Dalgleish 5-9-3...J Fanning
10(12)135032 SHALAA ASKER 14 (P,D) A Keatley 5-9-1 ..........B Sayette
11 (6)-03030 RATHBONE 8 (P,CD) M Herrington 7-9-1..............T Eaves
12 (2) 21/232 MANILA SCOUSE 5 (T) T Easterby 4-9-1 .............. D Allan
13 (16) 6-0110 JORDAN ELECTRICS 14 (D) J Goldie 7-8-13 ........C Hardie
14 (11) 1-4052 MILBANKE 13 (D) R Carr 4-8-11.............................J Hart
15 (13) 24610- ORBITAL CHIME 232 (D) James Horton 3-8-10 P J McDonald
16 (3) 041-0 SAVE THE WORLD 42 (D) I Jardine 3-8-7 ........... A Mullen
Betting: 11-2 Faro De San Juan, 6-1 Milbanke, 7-1 others
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Sept 2008 Sheikh Mansour 
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan’s Abu 
Dhabi United Group agrees a 
£210m deal to take over 
Manchester City

Nov 2009 The first Abu
Dhabi F1 Grand

Prix is held.
Also that
month,
England

and Brazil play a friendly in 
Qatar. Sir Alex Ferguson, left, 
criticises the FA for arranging 
the fixture in what he 
describes as an “unknown 
country”. 

Dec 2010 The 2022 World 
Cup is awarded to Qatar — 
the first time that the 
tournament will be hosted in 
the Middle East. 

June 2011 The Qatari Sports 
Investment group, 
established by Sheikh Tamim 
Bin Hamad Al Thani, buys a 
70% stake in Paris Saint-
Germain. In March 2012 it 
fully acquires the club from 
US Investment fund, Colony 
Capital. 

Jan 2019 The first men’s 
European Tour golf event in 

Saudi Arabia is played. Just 
over a year later, the first 
women’s European Tour golf 
event in Saudi is held.

Nov 2019 The Spanish 
Football Federation 
announces that its Supercopa 
de Espana — the equivalent to 
the Community Shield — will 
be held in Saudi Arabia for the 
next three years. 

Nov 2021 The first Qatar 
Grand Prix takes place, 
followed a month later by the 
inaugural F1 race in Saudi 
Arabia.

June 2022 London hosts the 
first event in the Saudi-
funded LIV Golf series.

Nov 2022 Qatar hosts the 
World Cup.

LANDMARK 
MOMENTS IN 
GULF 
TAKEOVER 
OF SPORT

A
few holes into the pro-am
at LIV Golf ’s event in
Miami in October, Donald
Trump leant over the
fairway rope to offer the
most concise explanation
as to why Saudi Arabia’s
incursion into golf would
end in victory. “Unlim-
ited money,” he said with

a grin. “Ultimately, I think, something
gets worked out.” 

It took less than nine months for
Trump’s prediction to come to frui-
tion, culminating in the framework for
an extraordinary merger between
Saudi Arabia’s sovereign wealth fund
and the PGA and DP World Tours. The
cloak-and-dagger deal arrived as a
shock, such had been the division
since the Public Investment Fund
(PIF) pumped £2 billion into its upstart
league, but it did not require Trump’s
prescience to foresee the Saudis get-
ting their desired seat at the table. 

Recent history is littered with
figures who readily embraced or
railed futilely against the Gulf’s rapa-
cious investment in sport. For every
Bernie Ecclestone, who gleefully
brought Formula One to Bahrain in
2004, there is a Jay Monahan, who had
invoked the spirit of the 9/11 terrorist

attacks when vowing never to work
with the Saudis. “I recognise that
people are going to call me a hypo-
crite,” the PGA Tour commissioner
said after his embarrassing volte-face.

For every Cristiano Ronaldo ready
to extol virtues for a king’s ransom,
there is a Rory McIlroy, who stood by
his morals and was made to feel a “sac-
rificial lamb”. And for every Manhat-
tan consultancy that helped to archi-
tect the Gulf nations’ strategic visions,
there is a human rights organisation
screaming into the void, their voices
muffled by a relentless tide pulling
sport towards the Middle East.

Since Qatar hosted the World Cup,
Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad al-Thani has
launched a bid for Manchester United,
and their neighbours Manchester City,
owned by Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed
al-Nahyan, the vice-president of the
United Arab Emirates, have just won
the Treble. After calling a ceasefire on
golf’s civil war, the PIF is now taking
charge of Saudi Arabia’s four biggest
football clubs, who are signing several
of the world’s most recognisable
players and further distorting an
already warped financial market. 

The Gulf ’s grip on global sport began
to tighten at the turn of the millen-

nium. Dubai had won the proxy bat-
tles in the skies, establishing itself as
the region’s main transport hub, but it
was Bahrain that acted fastest on the
ground, with the Crown Prince lever-
aging his relationship with Ecclestone
to ensure the tiny island hosted the
Middle East’s first grand prix. 

“Formula One was the catalyst,”
says Martin Whitaker, the former man-
aging director of the Bahrain Inter-
national Circuit and now the chief
executive of Saudi Motorsport. “It was
a huge undertaking by the Bahrainis. It
was a foundation to build new aware-
ness for the kingdom and a perfect
opportunity to develop in terms of
business. There’s no doubt it was influ-
enced by the progress taking place in
Dubai at the time.” 

The Bahrain Grand Prix also gave
an insight into the regional rivalries
playing out. As part of a reported
$40 million annual hosting fee, Eccle-
stone made a “handshake deal” that
required Bahrain’s approval before
any other races were staged in the
Middle East. Abu Dhabi received such
permission in 2009, but political ten-
sions prevented Qatar from hosting its
inaugural grand prix until 2021. Its
effective exile was such a source of
aggravation that, at one stage, Qatar

to it,” says Simon Chadwick, a profes-
sor of sport and geopolitical economy
at Skema Business School in Paris.
Chief among them was security, with
the World Cup a vehicle to build inter-
national relationships in the event of a
clash between Qatar and its much
larger neighbours in the Gulf. 

That foreboding proved to be well
placed, but not before further chunks
of sport were swallowed up. Abu
Dhabi — insistent that Sheikh Mansour
was acting in a private capacity despite
his status as a senior royal — bought
Manchester City in 2008 for £150 mil-
lion. City Football Group, established
in 2013, is now the world’s leading
multiclub model, with a majority
share in 13 teams. When the American
private equity firm Silver Lake bought
a 10 per cent stake in 2019, it valued the
business at $4.8 billion. 

Having taken over Paris Saint-
Germain in 2011, when it valued the
club at about €100 million, Qatar is
similarly in discussions to sell a minor-
ity stake to American investors, with
PSG now worth €4 billion. “The UAE
and Qatar are roughly the same size
and that has intensified the rivalry,”
says an adviser working in the region.
“The UAE is less brash but they’re like
a spectre, they’re everywhere.”

even attempted to buy a controlling
stake in the Formula One Group, a
move likened then to “buying the res-
taurant if it won’t give you a table”.

Qatar already had grander ambi-
tions of its own, though, failing with
bids to host the 2016 and 2020 Olym-
pics before winning the right to host
the 2022 football World Cup. Allega-
tions of bribery and corruption, along
with an intense focus on the country’s
treatment of foreign labourers and its
stance on LGBT rights, became the
bane of PR experts, but an estimated
$200 billion spent on infrastructure
related to the World Cup was not just a
money-spinning attempt to varnish
Qatar’s image in the eyes of the West.

“Qatar bidding was not opportunis-
tic. There were multiple dimensions

‘F1 was the 
catalyst for 
Bahrain – 
it built new 
awareness for 
the kingdom’

A Newcastle fan fully embraces Saudi Arabia’s huge impact on the club 

The growing influence on sport of 
investment from the Middle East 
could scarcely be more evident, as 
Tom Kershaw explains on these 
pages. But what is going on behind 
the scenes? What is the geo-political 
endgame for the countries involved? 
And how do their strategies differ? 

It seems certain that it is at least in
part about advancing the interests of 
the states in the countries concerned. 
Buying existing sports organisations 
gives the owners a seat on the board 
of relevant associations and the 
ability to network with those in 
governing bodies and policy makers. 

This can be seen as a mechanism
through which “soft power” is 
exercised. Linked to this, the 
acquisitions and hosting of events — 
the 2022 World Cup in Qatar being 
the most obvious example — enable 
governments to project a favourable 
image of the country concerned, 
seeking to deflect attention away 
from problematic human rights 
issues associated with these 
countries, leading to the accusations 
of “sportswashing”. 

However, it is a very varied 
phenomenon and the impact is 
probably also varied, more so than 
meets the eye. There are at least four 
scenarios. 

One is that the investment occurs
under the radar. Some Middle 

‘Sportswashing’ is 
only one objective 

Eastern involvement in sport occurs 
indirectly through private equity 
groups, and the ultimate source of 
the investment is not always widely 
known. While some of these are 
reported in the press — such as the 
apparent involvement by the Qatar 
Investment Authority, the sovereign 
wealth fund of the country, in the bid 
led by the investment group Thiel 
Capital for the Phoenix Suns, an NBA 
team — many other investments do 
not attract attention.

It is thought that sovereign wealth
funds from the Middle East have 
established significant investments in 
private equity groups that have taken 
stakes in a range of sporting 
organisations. For instance, Sanabil, 
the Saudi sovereign wealth fund, has 
made investments in such groups as 
CVC Capital Partners, a private equity 
group, that has built stakes in sports 
rights-holders such as Premiership 
Rugby, La Liga and the WTA. In such 
cases, the opaqueness of these 
investments means that the extent to 
which they lead to sportswashing 
must be limited.

It is possible, however, that 
influence or soft power will still be 
exercised through the ownership 
links, even if they are not clearly 
visible. Some have speculated that 
there is “hidden” Middle Eastern 
investment in some Premier League 
football clubs, associated with sales 
of players to clubs in the region at 
below market levels. Earlier this 
week, it was revealed that Chelsea 
had had to provide the Premier 
League with assurances that the 
Saudi Public Investment Fund played 
“no part” in its ownership structure 
and “would not and could not” 
become an investor in the club.

A second form is sponsorship. The
UAE’s flag carrying airline, Emirates, 
has provided sponsorship to Real 
Madrid, AC Milan, Arsenal, Hamburg, 
Olympiacos, Benfica, the Asian 
Football Confederation and the 
Emirates FA Cup, and naming rights 
on a couple of prominent stadiums 
for good measure. 

Aramco, the state-owned Saudi oil
company, has many sponsorship 
deals, such as with cricket’s world 
governing body, the ICC, and in 
women’s golf. Sportswashing is a 
likely scenario in this situation as 
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WARS
How the Middle East 
superpowers have 
taken over sport – 
and where will it end?

concept and reincarnating it as LIV.
“Every time MBS announces a new
initiative, he turns to the PIF to imple-
ment it,” says Dr Kristian Ulrichsen, a
fellow for the Middle East at the Baker
Institute in Houston, Texas. “The fact
it’s so involved in golf illustrates how
this comes from the very top.”

When a horde of the world’s best
golfers were lured to play in the Saudi
International tournament in 2021 and
2022, no expense was spared in sedu-
cing them to abandon the main tours.
Players were invited on to a luxurious
yacht and given presentations about
the rebel league and the enormous
wealth involved. Rumayyan sat in on
key meetings. 

When LIV was launched in June last
year, having survived Phil Mickelson’s
“scary motherf***er” comments, golf
offered the added benefit of helping
the Saudis to reintegrate themselves
publicly in the United States. 

When LIV’s third event was held at
Trump Bedminster, the former presi-
dent played in a five-ball with his son
Eric, Rumayyan, Dustin Johnson and
Bryson DeChambeau. Afterwards,
Trump dismissed a question about a
9/11 survivors’ protest group, claiming
“nobody’s gotten to the bottom of
9/11, unfortunately”. 

While golf brought political capital,
and the merger aided LIV’s flailing
business model, the Saudis’ main
focus is undoubtedly football, with
the overarching goal of hosting the
World Cup. “A year that has become
totemic for MBS is 2030, when he’ll
have achieved all his ambitions,”
Ulrichsen says. “The symbolism of it
makes me think Saudi will go all-out to
secure the World Cup [in 2030]. We’re
seeing a lot of Saudi sports diplomacy
all over the world targeting votes
before next year, and that may lead to
ramping up in football.” 

The speed at which Saudi Arabia
has amassed sporting influence has
been astonishing, despite concerns
over the nature of the country’s auto-
cratic rule. A much vaunted first pro-
fessional female fight, which featured
the British-Somalian boxer Ramla Ali,
took place in the same week in August
that Salma al-Shehab, a student at the
University of Leeds, was jailed for 34
years for retweeting dissidents and
activists, and other such contradic-
tions are not hard to find. Yet, the bald
reality is that it will not deter Saudi
Arabia’s assault.

“In my opinion, the only people
who can defeat Saudi Arabia are the
Saudi Arabians themselves, because
they are trying to fast-track their
development in a way that dwarfs
arguably what anyone else in human
history has ever attempted,” Chad-
wick says. Cricket and tennis are the
next sports considered ripe for invest-
ment, with Andy Murray recently
admitting it is “only a matter of time
before we start seeing [ATP and WTA]
tennis tournaments” in Saudi Arabia,
and it should come as no surprise that
boxing is deeper in that embrace. 

Where, if ever, will it end? The
World Cup and Olympics are the
showpiece events that can establish
Saudi Arabia as a destination and sig-
nificantly alter perceptions, but Chad-
wick posits a different theory. 

“Maybe there isn’t an endgame,” he
says. “But for me, it will be when one of
the world’s leading sports governing
bodies moves its headquarters to Saudi
Arabia. This will happen. We should
envisage sometime between now and
2050 an IOC office, a Fifa office, an FIA
office, opening in downtown Riyadh.”

Those political alliances were evi-
dent in 2017 when Saudi Arabia, the
UAE and Bahrain severed diplomatic
ties with Qatar because of its alleged
state sponsorship of terrorism.
Regarded as a “sleeping giant” by its
neighbours, Saudi Arabia had been
stirred from its slumber by Moham-
med bin Salman’s rise to power. The
man known as MBS “realised things
needed to change very quickly,” Chad-
wick says. “In terms of economic,
social and political transformation, it
had been very slow, and it faced a
whole heap of issues, from being
accused of harbouring international
terrorists right through to a deficit of
enterprise.”

That reformist zeal, aided by
unmatched financial resources, was
restrained significantly by the murder
of Jamal Khashoggi in 2018, which ren-
dered Saudi Arabia a global pariah. In
perhaps the most blatant act of sports-
washing, a series of high-profile events
arrived in the country shortly after-
wards, including the Saudi Inter-
national golf tournament and
Anthony Joshua’s rematch against
Andy Ruiz Jr, in December 2019.

Joshua, although more image con-
scious than most boxers, brushed off
criticism from the likes of Amnesty
International after arriving in Diriyah.
“For sure, the country is trying to do a
good job politically,” he said. Frank
Smith, the chief executive of Match-
room Boxing, Joshua’s promoter,
admits the financial incentive was
“impossible to ignore. Boxing is a
dangerous sport, and the fighters
have a limited time frame to maximise
their earnings. The other thing is the
money put forward is all guaranteed.
There is no risk.” 

Another factor slowing Saudi Ara-
bia’s sporting insurgence, however,
could not be resolved with unanswer-
able riches. Not long after the

blockade on Qatar was announced, a
vicious dispute broke out over broad-
casting rights. Qatar’s beIN Sports,
which had spent roughly $15 billion
acquiring exclusive rights in the
region, including for Premier League
matches, was blocked in Saudi Arabia.
A piracy network, beoutQ, soon
emerged, repacking beIN’s feeds and
selling them at a fraction of the cost. 

BeIN accused Saudi Arabia of “state
industrial theft on a wholesale scale”,
after which some of its employees
claimed to have been sent death
threats. It was that bitter argument,
rather than issues of state ownership
or human rights, that held up Saudi
Arabia’s takeover of Newcastle United.
A resolution to the diplomatic crisis
was not reached until January 2021,
and the £300 million deal in which the
PIF acquired an 80 per cent stake in
the Premier League club was con-
cluded that same year. It was ushered
in by Newcastle supporters wearing
headdresses and waving Saudi Ara-
bian flags outside St James’ Park. 

The looming World Cup in Qatar
served only to heighten Saudi Arabia’s
ambitions. Its aim was to engage — and
placate — its young population and
drive rates of participation. Yasir
al-Rumayyan, the PIF’s golf-obsessed
governor, had identified a more ambi-
tious project, essentially copying the
long-mooted “Premier Golf League”

The Saudis’ 
main focus is 
football, with 
the goal of 
hosting the 
World Cup
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